U

u_|l_u§! Bubm) ‘g_AY cnl..v).s

United Nations Development Progra D
Emoweredli

Arab Knowledge Report 2014

Youth and Localisation of Knowledge
United Arab Emirates

S
'?t:(
0\
N
Y\
°)

¥
“thv-

—L7 )/\“

OB
( c( (

6

vcrch /

) ol BN

9 by ;f:‘v )) ‘?’\J v
)" %t )’@C&ZLJ)V/ bb%h&[

X




Arab Knowledge Report 2014
Youth and Localisation of Knowledge
United Arab Emirates

=
Z

@
S
Ll 5 ol gl mﬂ T AT ver o
United Nations Development Programme = Bltl® ... W AL MAKTOUM FOUNDATION
Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

=

\

‘éL
R



=

@
. |
Y - . 00J<0 I sl 2070 Gwgo
it St o) ol 4 D[ P]
United Nations Development Programme AL MAKTOUM FOUNDATION
Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

P
LS

This Report has been produced through joint sponsorship and support of the
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation (MBRF) and The United Nations
Development Programme / Regional Bureau for Arab States (UNDP/RBAS)

Printed at Al Ghurair Printing and Publishing, Dubai — United Arab Emirates

on Chlorine — Free paper and using plant-based ink manufactured according to
environmentally-friendly technologies.

Cover Design: Ahmad Mohammed Al Khalifi

Layout and Production: Al Ghurair Printing and Publishing — Dubai

Printed in Dubai - United Arab Emirates

The analysis and policy recommendations of this Report do not necessarily reflect the views

of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation or the United Nations Development

Programme, its Executive Board Members or UN Member States. The Report is the work of

an independent team of authors jointly sponsored by the Regional Bureau for Arab States at
UNDP, and the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation.

This work was originally published in Arabic. In case of discrepancy, the original language
shall take precedence.



Foreword

Chairman of the Board

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation

Arab World’s Transition to Knowledge Society

Knowledge is considered as one of the
key pillars of a nation’s development and
advancement, and critical to the society’s
progtess and prosperity. It is an incentive for
intellectual and social mobilisation as well.
The current era is called the “knowledge
era”. If every era had its own wealth, this
era’s wealth would be knowledge. The
knowledge society is the society of the
digital revolution, which has contributed to
the change of relationships in the developed
societies and perceptions about of the
outside world. Information and knowledge
have contributed to enhanced standards of
living, defined artistic tastes and values, and
helped speed up development and industrial
progress. Knowledge accumulation also
plays a major role in sustaining economic
growth.

By projecting the mobilisation of global
knowledge on Arab realities, we find a big
gap in the level of education and curricula
and the volume of investments in education
and research. Distinctions are evident in
terms of the number of patents, and the
volume of community participation, as
well as in youth enrolment in the transfer
of knowledge and the shift from consumer
societies to productive societies. Together,
these issues form an integrated system for
building knowledge-based societies.

From this perspective, we find it necessary
to empower youth by reviewing the
school and university curricula, promoting
research through well-equipped schools and
universities, and supporting researchers in
specialised centres. We need a comprehensive
vision based on a seties of factors such as:

freedom of thought, promotion of creativity
in arts and sciences, equal opportunities for
all citizens, transfer of knowledge through
translations into  Arabic, experiments,
methodical research, exchange of expertise,
continuing education, review of records and
documentations, seminars, workshops and
trainings, as well as other channels.

The Arab Knowledge Report comes as an
indicator of the status of knowledge in
the Arab countries. It presents a diagnosis
of the situation to help those in charge
to evaluate performance and implement
development policies for building knowledge
societies capable of facing challenges,
and contributing to comprehensive and
sustainable development. The third Report
focuses on the importance of integrating
youth in the transfer and localisation
of knowledge processes in terms of its
definition as well as economic and social
benefits and priorities. The elements of
localisation of knowledge are limited to two
major integrated elements; the first being the
production of knowledge and the second
the employment of knowledge in human
development in its cultural, scientific, social,
political and environmental dimensions.

There is no doubt that the United Arab
Emirates has made great progress in
the development of dissemination and
localization of knowledge through a number
of initiatives, programs and projects. These
together have helped the country overcome
challenges and build knowledge based
community and an environment that will
ensure the sustainability of development

and prosperity.
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In an attempt to study the opportunities,
threats and strategies in the successful
integration of the Emirati youth in the
transfer and localisation of knowledge
on the national level, this UAE version
of the Knowledge Report considers
the main elements that would enhance
the effectiveness of the youth and their
participation in employing knowledge in
sustainable human development.

We present before you the “Third Arab
Knowledge Report: Youth and the

Localisation of Knowledge” that includes a
special report of the status of knowledge
in UAE. We hope that both the reports will
present a clear and comprehensive picture
of our local and regional knowledge status,
highlight the strengths and the ways to
exploit them, and identify the areas that
need further development. We believe
that the reports will act as a road map
for decision makers, providing them an
overview of the means and methods in the
transfer and localisation of knowledge in
our Arab world.

Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Chairman of the Board
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation



Preamble

Regional Director

Regional Bureau for Arab States,

United Nations Development Programme

The publication of this special report on
youth and the localisation of knowledge
in the UAE comes within the strategic
partnership and the shared vision that
brings together the Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Foundation and the Regional
Bureau for Arab States at the UNDP in
support of establishing knowledge societies
for development purposes, and within the
framework of the Third Arab Knowledge
Report 2014.

This report presents a comprehensive
view of the status of the Emirati youth,
its capabilities and cognitive effectiveness,
along with the available enabling
environments. Similar to the previous
knowledge reports, the current one is
characterised by studies and surveys
conducted with representative samples of
Emirati youth in the final academic year
in all public universities in the country.
The report also highlights the opinions
of young people and various stakeholders
on the status of the youth today and the
localisation of knowledge. These opinions
were given during a series of field studies
and workshops carried out while drafting
the report. As such, the report has become,
whether through its dialectics, outputs or
recommendations, a unique platform for
the UAE youth and stakeholders, where
opinions are expressed and solutions
proposed, and it explores several aspects
that require attention, whether in the
course of avoiding obstacles or capitalising
on achievements.

The UAE has had remarkable achievement
in development, and in record time. Since

the beginning, building and enabling the
UAE citizen have been among the adopted
objectives, which have been accompanied
by a political will, supported by an honest
societal will and the awareness of the
importance of catching up with developed
countries. The persistent quest to establish
the knowledge society and economy in the
UAE represents one of the most important
manifestations of these trends and policies.
As confirmed in the report, the strategies
and mechanisms proposed are not only
applicable, but also enjoy the availability
of most, if not all, conditions for their
success. The UAE enjoys a developed
information infrastructure and a strong
economy, as well as a clear recognition of
the importance of building the knowledge
society and actively engaging the youth in
this central development process.

I present my most sincere thanks and
appreciation to everyone who participated
in this great endeavour, including experts,
researchers, as well as writers and editors,
the UNDP and Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Foundation teams. My thanks
also go to the UAE youth and everyone
who contributed to the field research and
workshops whose outputs formed the
main material for this report.

At the end, I can only express my deepest
respect, appreciation and thanks to
H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum for his sponsorship and
continuous support for the initiatives to
establish the knowledge society, not only
in the UAE, but also in the Arab region
and the entire world. I reiterate the honour
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to have this partnership at UNDP with of establishing knowledge societies and
the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum  sustainable development for the people in
Foundation and our dedication to develop  the Arab region and beyond.

it further, to achieve our common vision

Sima Bahous
Assistant Secretary General
Regional Director - The Regional Bureau for Arab States
United Nations Development Programme
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