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Introduction
,Q RUGHU WR GUDZ D PRUH DFFXUDWH
understanding of the cognitive skills of the
(PLUDWL \RXWK H[WHQVLYH ÀHOG VWXGLHV ZHUH
FDUULHGRXWE\WKH$UDE.QRZOHGJH5HSRUW
team in 2013. The studies sought to examine
the status of enabling environments, both at
XQLYHUVLW\DQGLQJHQHUDO,WDOVRH[DPLQHG
WKHYDOXHVKHOGE\WKH\RXWKDVZHOODVRWKHU
key elements of the active participation
UHTXLUHG LQ WKH SURFHVVHV RI  WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH VHH &KDSWHU  
,QWKLVFRQWH[WWKLVFKDSWHUZLOOSUHVHQWÀUVW
WKH UHVXOWV RI  WKH ÀHOG VXUYH\V FRQGXFWHG
on a selected sample of young Emiratis at
WKH ÀQDO VWDJH RI  XQGHUJUDGXDWH VWXG\ ,W
ZLOOWKHQSUHVHQWWKHUHVXOWVRI IRFXVJURXS
sessions conducted on a selected sample
RI  \RXQJ (PLUDWLV ZKR KDYH HQWHUHG WKH
labour market. Finally, the results of a
EUDLQVWRUPLQJ VHVVLRQ WKDW ZDV KHOG ZLWK
experts and representatives of relevant
stakeholders, including the government,
DFDGHPLFDQGFLYLFVHFWRUVZLOOEHSUHVHQWHG
7KHVH FRPELQHG UHVXOWV GUDZ D PRUH
complete picture of the status of young
(PLUDWLVDQGWKHLUVNLOOVDVZHOODVWKHLUZD\V
of thinking and orientations. The results of
WKHÀHOGVWXG\DOVRRIIHUDQRYHUYLHZRI WKH
RSLQLRQV RI  (PLUDWLV RQ WKH WRSLF ZKLFK
shall help Emirati decision-makers and
SODQQHUV LQ ÀQGLQJ WKH PRVW DSSURSULDWH
approaches and the positive interactions to
achieve a successful youth integration in the
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH

Study and Field Surveys

at exploring the most important aspects
directly related to the stimulation and
increased integration of the Emirati youth
LQWKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
DQGLQEHQHÀWWLQJIURPWKHRXWFRPHV7KHVH
EHQHÀWVFDQEHDWWDLQHGE\PDNLQJXVHRI 
NQRZOHGJH IRU GHYHORSPHQW SXUSRVHV LQ
the interests of the Emirati youth and the
social and economic development in the
UAE in general.
*HWWLQJ WR NQRZ WKH YLHZV SHUFHSWLRQV DQG
expectations of the youth on this topic is
essential to shed light on their beliefs the transfer
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH0DNLQJWKHWDUJHW
group realise the importance of this subject is
essentially the beginning and a foundation for
DFWLYH LQWHJUDWLRQ LQ WKHVH SURFHVVHV <RXQJ
SHRSOHFDQQRWEHH[SHFWHGWRLQWHUDFWZLWKDQ\
SURFHVV ZLWKRXW EHOLHYLQJ LQ LWV LPSRUWDQFH
ZKHWKHURQDSHUVRQDORU DWDQDWLRQDOSXEOLF
level.

7KH ÀHOG VWXG\ DWWHPSWHG WR H[SORUH WKH
IDPLOLDULW\ RI  VWXGHQWV ZLWK WKH FRQFHSWV
RI NQRZOHGJHLWVWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQ
The survey also captured the opinions
and perceptions of the Emirati youth
regarding the most important incentives in
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
and associated challenges in the United
Arab Emirates. Based on the conceptual
model of this report that highlights the
LPSRUWDQFH RI  SURYLGLQJ WKH \RXWK ZLWK
the necessary skills to actively participate in
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
WKH ÀHOG VXUYH\ DOVR LQFOXGHG VSHFLDOLVHG
H[HUFLVHV DQG TXHVWLRQV WR DVVHVV WKH

3UHYLRXV $UDE NQRZOHGJH UHSRUWV KDG Figure 4.1
GHÀQHG WKH FRQFHSW RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH Field Studies
society, the current stage of human society,
DVRQHFKDUDFWHULVHGE\NQRZOHGJHLQWHQVLYH
SURGXFWLRQGLIIXVLRQDQGHPSOR\PHQW,WLV
DVRFLHW\ZKHUHLQGLYLGXDOVDUHGLVWLQJXLVKHG
by their special cognitive, behavioural and
value characteristics that interact in social,
Brainstroming
Workshop
political and cultural environments to
nurture and promote them and support
creativity and innovation among individuals.1

7KHÀHOGVWXG\
attempted to explore
the familiarity
RI VWXGHQWVZLWK
the concepts
RI NQRZOHGJH
its transfer and
localisation

Field Surveys
on a
Focus
Representative
Group
Sample
Discussions

,QWKLVFRQWH[WDQGLQOLQHZLWKWKHDGRSWHG
FRQFHSWXDO PRGHOV WKH ÀHOG VWXG\ DLPHG
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7KHÀHOGVXUYH\DOVR
aimed at exploring
relevant values
and beliefs among
the Emirati youth,
LQFOXGLQJYLHZVDQG
practices related to
citizenship, belonging
and openness
WRWKHZRUOG
communication
and social justice,
DVZHOODVFXOWXUDO
social and economic
effectiveness
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cognitive skills of the Emirati youth.
These included problem-solving skills,
information processing skills, skills of using
WHFKQRORJ\ DQG ZULWWHQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ
skills in both Arabic and a foreign language
(QJOLVK  <HW SRVVHVVLQJ WKH QHFHVVDU\
VNLOOVZLOOQRWIXOÀOOLWVUROHXQOHVVFRXSOHG
ZLWK DQG XVHG LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI VXLWDEOH
societal values that are embodied clearly
LQVRFLHWDOSUDFWLFHV7KXVWKHÀHOGVXUYH\
also aimed at exploring relevant values
and beliefs among the Emirati youth,
LQFOXGLQJ YLHZV DQG SUDFWLFHV UHODWHG WR
citizenship, belonging and openness to the
ZRUOG FRPPXQLFDWLRQ DQG VRFLDO MXVWLFH
DV ZHOO DV FXOWXUDO VRFLDO DQG HFRQRPLF
HIIHFWLYHQHVV 7RJHWKHU ZLWK VNLOOV WKHVH
FRQVWLWXWH WKH UHTXLUHG FDWDO\VWV IRU WKH
effective integration of the youth in the
processes of the transfer and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJH

WKHLU LGHQWLW\ ZRXOG UHPDLQ DQRQ\PRXV
DQG WKDW WKHLU GDWD ZRXOG EH WUHDWHG ZLWK
FRQÀGHQWLDOLW\DQGZRXOGRQO\EHXVHGIRU
WKHSXUSRVHVRI VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK

To obtain this data, the study used a tool
WKDW ZDV GHVLJQHG E\ D VSHFLDOLVHG WHDP
DQG FRQVLVWHG RI  WZR SDUWV WKH ÀUVW ZDV
D VHWRI  YDULRXV FRJQLWLYHH[HUFLVHVZKLFK
respondents had to complete in the
suggested order, and in such a manner as to
HQDEOHUHVSRQGHQWVWRDQVZHUWKHPDOORQD
particular time. The second part presented
SDUWLFLSDQWVZLWKDVHWRI TXHVWLRQVRQWKHLU
YLHZV RQ D QXPEHU RI  WRSLFV QRWDEO\ LQ
UHODWLRQ WR HQDEOLQJ HQYLURQPHQWV DV ZHOO
as matters relating to the higher education
system and to the availability of the needed
components for the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH LQ WKHLU FRPPXQLW\ 1H[W
WR HDFK H[HUFLVHTXHVWLRQ WKHUH ZDV DQ
H[SODQDWLRQRQKRZWRFRPSOHWHDQVZHULW
VLQFHWKHUHZHUHYDULRXVW\SHVRI H[HUFLVHV
DQGTXHVWLRQVLQ(QJOLVKDQG$UDELF7KH\
included multiple-choice, open-ended
TXHVWLRQV FODVVLÀFDWLRQ DQG UDQNLQJ
SUREOHPVROYLQJ GHGXFWLYH TXHVWLRQV DQG
assessment of students’ perspectives and
visions. To ensure neutrality and complete
freedom in order to obtain the most accurate
DQGVLQFHUHDQVZHUVWKHHWKLFDOSULQFLSOHV
RI  WKH VWXG\ ZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG 7KH WHDP
FRQÀUPHGWRWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVERWKYHUEDOO\
DQGLQZULWLQJWKDWWKHLUSDUWLFLSDWLRQZDV
YROXQWDU\DQGWKDWLWZRXOGQRWDIIHFWWKHLU
VFRUHV RU UHVXOWV LQ RIÀFLDO H[DPV WKDW

Table 4.1
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Description of the Representative
Sample
The representative sample consisted of
young Emiratis in their senior year from all
public universities in the UAE. Given that
NQRZOHGJHLVQRWOLPLWHGWRDSSOLHGVFLHQFHV
but also comprises humanities – social,
economic and administrative – the sample
included male and female students from
four specialisations: engineering sciences
DOO HQJLQHHULQJ EUDQFKHV ,7  PHGLFDO
sciences (medicine, nursing and biology),
administrative sciences (management and
economics), and humanitarian sciences
(education and social studies).
Composition of the Representative Sample
by Gender
Frequency

Percentage (%)

Male Students
Female Students

653

30.5

1,489

69.5

Total

2,142

100

The sample included 2,142 students
GLVWULEXWHGLQDZD\WREHVWUHÁHFWHQUROPHQW
patterns at these universities (Table 4.1).
As demonstrated in the composition
of the sample, the percentage of female
VWXGHQWVRXWZHLJKVWKDWRI PDOHVDWDOPRVW
70%, a pattern that is not surprising in the
(PLUDWL VRFLHW\ ZKHUH WKHUH LV D UHODWLYH
reluctance among young males to enrol
in university education. Based on several
general observations, many male highschool graduates prefer early employment
in the public sector, especially in military
schools, the army and civil police, given
the salaries and job security they offer,
ZKLFK DUH DWWUDFWLYH WR \RXQJ (PLUDWLV
at this age. On the other hand, there is a
remarkable inclination among females to
HQUROLQKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQUHÁHFWHGLQWKH
high female enrolment rates in the UAE as
VKRZQLQ&KDSWHU

Table 4.2

Composition of the Representative Sample According to University, Branch and Gender
University

Branch

Male Students

Female Students

Total

United Arab Emirates
University

Al Ain

170

491

661

Zayed University

Abu Dhabi

28

166

194

Dubai

9

190

199

Higher Colleges of
Technology

Sharjah (2 branches)
Dubai (2 branches)
Abu Dhabi (2 branches)
Ras Al Khaimah
(2 branches)
Fujairah (2 branches)
Al Ain (2 branches)
Al Ruwais (2 branches)
Zayed City
Khalifa City

38

152

190

164

177

341

163

87

250

28

45

73

22

50

72

29

71

100

5

5

10

-

8

8

-

44

44

656

1,486

2,142

Total

The increase in the proportion of female
enrolment in higher education is a notable
WUHQG WKDW UHTXLUHV VSHFLDO DWWHQWLRQ
Whilst some interpret it as a form of selfIXOÀOPHQW VRXJKW E\ \RXQJ ZRPHQ LQ D
conservative patriarchal society, others
argue that it is more simply related to the
fact that male Emirati youth are offered
ample safe employment opportunities,
ZKLFK ZHDNHQV WKHLU PRWLYDWLRQ WR HQURO
at institutions of higher education. All
of the above deserve a more thorough
examination and consideration, especially
ZKHQZRUNLQJWRZDUGVDFWLYHLQWHJUDWLRQRI 
young Emiratis, both males and females, in
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
The representative sample of male and
IHPDOH VWXGHQWV ZDV VHOHFWHG IURP WKH
students studying at the three universities
supported by the federal government,
i.e. public universities. These are the
8QLWHG$UDE(PLUDWHV8QLYHUVLW\WKHÀUVW

university in the country, established in
LQ$O$LQZKLFKFXUUHQWO\KDV
PDOHDQGIHPDOHVWXGHQWV=D\HG8QLYHUVLW\
HVWDEOLVKHGLQZLWKWZREUDQFKHVRQH
in Abu Dhabi and another in Dubai; and
WKH +LJKHU &ROOHJHV RI  7HFKQRORJ\ ÀUVW
HVWDEOLVKHGLQZKLFKFXUUHQWO\KDV
FDPSXVHV DFURVV WKH FRXQWU\ ZLWK DOPRVW
19,000 male and female students. Table 4.2
GHSLFWVWKHEUHDNGRZQRI WKHUHSUHVHQWDWLYH
sample by university and branch.

The increase in the
proportion of female
enrolment in higher
education is a notable
WUHQGWKDWUHTXLUHV
special attention

Results: The Knowledge Capital
Overall Result on Cognitive Skills
These skills include problem-solving,
ZULWLQJ DQG FRPPXQLFDWLRQ LQ $UDELF
information sourcing and processing, the
use of technology and English language.
7KH VWXGHQW·V VFRUHV UDQJHG EHWZHHQ
DQGPHDQLQJWKDWWKHKLJKHVW
VFRUH ZDV DOPRVW  SRLQWV EHORZ WKH

Table 4.3

Overall Result on the Cognitive Skills Combined
Arithmetic Average

Standard Deviation

Lowest Score

Highest Score

66.08

7.62

39.51

87.80

Scores are on a scale of 0-100.
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maximum possible score. The arithmetic
DYHUDJH PHDQ ZKLFKLQGLFDWHVWKHDYHUDJH
performance of all students participating
LQ WKH TXHVWLRQQDLUH ZDV  SRLQWV
Assuming that the minimum score
LQGLFDWLQJWKHSRVVHVVLRQRI VNLOOVLVRXW
RI ZHFRQFOXGHWKDWWKHSHUIRUPDQFH
of the participating students in the sample
ZDV JHQHUDOO\ JRRG 7KH UHVXOWV LQ WKH
XSSHU DQG ORZHU TXDUWLOHV UHLQIRUFHG RXU
conclusion as the percentage of individuals
ZKRVFRUHGDWOHDVWZDVZKLOH
12.4% of the students obtained scores of
 SRLQWV RU KLJKHU +RZHYHU ZH QRWLFH
WKDW WKH SURSRUWLRQ RI  VWXGHQWV ZLWK
´YHU\ KLJKµ FRJQLWLYH VNLOOV ZDV UHODWLYHO\
small. This is a cause for concern, as these
cognitive skills are necessary for a higher
potential for innovation and creativity
DPRQJ WKH VWXGHQWV 0HDQZKLOH WKH
VWDQGDUGGHYLDWLRQVKRZVDFHUWDLQGHJUHH
of homogeneity in the results, as the
YDULDWLRQRI WKHVDPSOHZDVQRWODUJH
The performance
of the participating
students in the
VDPSOHZDV
generally good

The good average scores obtained by the
student sample on their cognitive skills
UHÁHFW WKH TXDOLW\ DQG HIIHFWLYHQHVV RI 
the enabling environments provided at
these public universities. These enabling
HQYLURQPHQWV HTXLS WKH VWXGHQWV ZLWK
such skills through plans, programmes and
teaching methods that enhance cognitive
skills.
7KHVHUHVXOWVDFTXLUHLPSRUWDQWGLPHQVLRQV
once compared to those of the previous
$UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW  2
ZKLFK LQFOXGHG D ÀHOG VWXG\ RI  D VDPSOH
of students at the end of secondary
education/pre-university. This comparison
VKRZV VLJQLÀFDQW SURJUHVV LQ FRJQLWLYH
skills among the students at the end of
their university studies. The performance
of students in secondary education, as
demonstrated by the results of the previous
$UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW 
pointed to a lack of readiness to engage
LQWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DWOHDVWLQWHUPV
of the cognitive skills they possessed. The
UHVXOWV SRLQWHG WR D GHÀFLHQF\LQ WKH SUH
XQLYHUVLW\HGXFDWLRQV\VWHPWKDWZDVXQDEOH
to create an environment promoting the
DFTXLVLWLRQ RI  FRJQLWLYH VNLOOV UHTXLUHG WR
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SURPRWHDNQRZOHGJHEDVHGFXOWXUHDPRQJ
the students and heighten the value of
NQRZOHGJH +RZHYHU WKH VWXGHQW UHVXOWV
at the end of university, as presented in
WKLV UHSRUW VKRZHG D VLJQLÀFDQW SRVLWLYH
GLIIHUHQFH LQ WKH DFTXLVLWLRQ RI  FRJQLWLYH
VNLOOV WKH VFRUHV IRU NQRZOHGJH VNLOOV LQ
the secondary educational stage ranged
EHWZHHQ  DQG  ZLWK WKH KLJKHVW
VFRUHDERXWSRLQWVEHORZWKHPD[LPXP
DQG ZLWK DQ DYHUDJH RI   7KLV LV
FRPSDUHG WR D VFRUH RI   EHORZ WKH
maximum possible score for students at the
HQGRI XQLYHUVLW\VWXGLHVZLWKDQDYHUDJHRI 
66.08).3,WLVWREHQRWHGWKDWWKHWRROVXVHG
in both surveys varied to suit the academic
level and age group of the participants for
HDFKRI WKHWZRTXHVWLRQQDLUHV VHFRQGDU\
vs. university). This marked disparity in
cognitive skills for university students can
be attributed to a number of factors, such
DVWKHIDFWWKDWVWXGHQWVZKRUHDFKWKHÀQDO
stage of undergraduate studies usually have
better personal capabilities and greater
PRWLYDWLRQ7KHUHVXOWVPD\DOVRVKRZWKDW
UAE’s public universities have educational
HQYLURQPHQWVWKDWSURPRWHWKHDFTXLVLWLRQ
of cognitive skills. Other reasons explaining
WKH \RXWK·V DFTXLVLWLRQ RI  FRJQLWLYH VNLOOV
at this level could also include the nature
of the university curriculum and courses,
ZKLFK DUH PDLQO\ EXLOW DORQJ WKH OLQHV RI 
WKH ODWHVW JOREDO FRXUVHV 0HDQZKLOH LQ
DOO WKUHH VWDWH XQLYHUVLWLHV WKH VFLHQWLÀF
departments must seek guidance from
foreign curricula that offer the latest topics
and latest practices in each specialisation.
Detailed Results
Problem-Solving Skills
Table 4.4

Problem-Solving Skills
Arithmetic
Average

Standard
Deviation

Lowest
Score

Highest
Score

15.10

4.55

0.00

20.00

Scores are between 0 and 20.

7KHUHVXOWVVKRZHGWKDWVWXGHQWVUHFHLYHG
a score of zero (3% of the total sample),
ZKLOHVWXGHQWVREWDLQHGDVFRUHRI 

(27.6% of the total sample). The arithmetic
average (mean) of the students stood at
 ZKLFK LV  SRLQWV KLJKHU WKDQ WKH
PLQLPXPUHTXLUHGOHYHO SRLQWVRYHU 
for having problem-solving skills. Therefore,
ZHFRQFOXGHGWKDWWKHRYHUDOOSHUIRUPDQFH
of the sample students in problem-solving
VNLOOVZDVJRRG$VLQGLFDWHGE\WKHVWDQGDUG
deviation, the relative variation in scores
VKRZV D GLIIHUHQFH LQ WKH SHUIRUPDQFH RI 
students in this skill.
The satisfying levels achieved by young
Emiratis in one of the basic cognitive skills,
i.e in problem-solving, constitute a positive
and notable result. These levels may be
traced back to the continuous and various
courses offered during their university years
and the accumulation of a set of cognitive
skills. The students’ ability to solve daily
problems encountered can be traced back
to several reasons. One of them is the fact
WKDWDVXQLYHUVLW\VWXGHQWVWKH\DUHUHTXLUHG
to rely on themselves in various situations.
University life offers students a variety of
skills including that of problem-solving,
be it through learning from teachers or
IURP RQH DQRWKHU ZKLOH DFDGHPLF FRXUVHV
also play a role in developing their ability to
XVHVFLHQWLÀFPHWKRGVDQGUHDVRQLQJZKHQ
solving problems.
Written Communication Skill in Arabic
Table 4.5

Written Communication Skill in Arabic
Arithmetic
Average

Standard
Deviation

Lowest
Score

Highest
Score

11.09

3.35

2.19

20.00

Scores are between 0 and 20.

7KH UHVXOWV RI  WKH DQDO\VLV VKRZHG WKDW
the scores of the sampled students ranged
IURP  WR  7ZR VWXGHQWV REWDLQHG
the maximum score, representing 0.1% of
WKHWRWDOVDPSOH0HDQZKLOHWKHDULWKPHWLF
average of 11.09/20 indicates that the
general performance of students in this skill
UHPDLQHGZLWKLQWKHDYHUDJH
Written communication is an important skill
UHTXLUHGIRUWKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI 

NQRZOHGJH7KHUHVXOWVFOHDUO\LQGLFDWHGWKH
medium level of this skill. This is due to
VHYHUDOUHDVRQV)LUVWZHPXVWQRWRYHUORRN
WKHOHYHORI WKHVHVNLOOVDPRQJVWXGHQWVZKR
have graduated high school. The results of
WKH $UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW 
LQGLFDWHGWKDWZULWWHQFRPPXQLFDWLRQVNLOOV
ZHUHYHU\ORZDPRQJKLJKVFKRROVWXGHQWV
DQGLWVDYHUDJHZDVWKHORZHVWDPRQJWKH
FRJQLWLYHVNLOOVVWDQGLQJDW7KLVZDV
attributed to a lack of attention in training
VWXGHQWV RQ GLIIHUHQW W\SHV RI  ZULWLQJ
a curriculum that leaves no space for
HPSKDVLV RQ ZULWLQJ DQG DQ HGXFDWLRQDO
V\VWHP EDVHG RQ PHPRULVLQJ ZKLFK LV
adopted by the majority of teachers.
Secondly, despite a change in the academic
environment at university and the
importance given for student assessment
WKURXJK WKHLU RZQ ZULWLQJV DQG SURMHFWV
WKHUHLVDJHQHUDOLPSUHVVLRQWKDWZULWLQJLV
QRWJLYHQWKHUHTXLUHGDWWHQWLRQDQGIROORZ
XS LW GHVHUYHV IRU VWXGHQWV ZKR VKRZ D
ZHDNQHVV 6WXGHQWV DUH RIWHQ QRW JLYHQ
detailed feedback to help them improve.
7KLVPD\EHGXHWRWKHZRUNORDGFDUULHG
by the teacher. The excessive attention
to scores obtained by the students after
FRUUHFWLQJWKHLUZRUNGRHVQRWSURYLGHWKH
UHTXLUHGPRWLYDWLRQWRLPSURYHGHVSLWHWKH
H[LVWHQFH RI  ZULWLQJ FHQWUHV DW WKH WKUHH
universities to help students.

Written
communication
is an important
VNLOOUHTXLUHGIRU
the transfer and
localisation of
NQRZOHGJH7KH
results clearly
indicated the medium
level of this skill

,WLVQRWHGWKDWDOWKRXJKWKHSHUIRUPDQFHRI 
\RXQJSHRSOHLQWKHZULWWHQFRPPXQLFDWLRQ
VNLOOZDVDWDPHGLXPOHYHODQGDURXQGWKH
PLQLPXPUHTXLUHGRQO\WZRVWXGHQWVRXW
RI  PRUH WKDQ WZR WKRXVDQG REWDLQHG WKH
highest possible score in this skill. This
LV D FDXVH IRU FRQFHUQ VLQFH LW UHÁHFWV
DQ XQZLOOLQJQHVV DPRQJ WKH \RXWK WR
ZULWH RQ WRSLFV RXWVLGH WKH IUDPHZRUN
of their studies; it is established that free
ZULWLQJ HQKDQFHV ZULWWHQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ
skills. Also to be noted is a general lack
of interest in reading among university
students. All of the above strongly calls
IRU WKH QHHG WR ZRUN RQ GHYHORSLQJ WKH
ZULWWHQDQGFRPPXQLFDWLRQVNLOOVRI \RXQJ
Emiratis, not only at the university level,
but also more essentially during the earlier
fundamental stages.
Results of the Field Study



Skill of Searching for and Processing
Information
Table 4.6

Skill of Searching for and Processing
Information

The skill of searching
for information
and processing
it is among the
core components
that increase
an individual’s
NQRZOHGJHDQG
is important for
the transfer and
localisation of
NQRZOHGJHDQGIRU
the establishment of
WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

At university, it is
expected that all
students are able to
research and dig out
information given the
nature of university
studies. So there is a
need to strengthen
this skill to ensure all
university students
DFTXLUHDQGSUDFWLFHLW
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Arithmetic
Average

Standard
Deviation

Lowest
Score

Highest
Score

14.67

3.51

3.33

20.00

Scores are between 0 and 20.

One of the reasons for possessing this skill
is the youth’s ability to use the internet and
its availability either at university or at home.
There is no doubt that the three universities
have a highly developed technological
infrastructure and laboratories in all faculties,
not to mention the opportunities for
VWXGHQWVWRRZQWKHLURZQFRPSXWHURUHYHQ
L3DGV<HWGHVSLWH\RXQJSHRSOH·VDFFHSWDEOH
skill level for searching for information and
given the highly technological environments
DYDLODEOHWRDFFHVVLQIRUPDWLRQWKHTXHVWLRQ
UHPDLQV ZK\ ZHUH WKH VFRUHV QRW KLJKHU"
At university, it is expected that all students
are able to research and dig out information
given the nature of university studies. So
there is a need to strengthen this skill to
HQVXUH DOO XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWV DFTXLUH DQG
SUDFWLFH LW +RZHYHU WKH VXFFHVVLYH ÀHOG
UHVHDUFK RI  WKH $UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUWV
LV UHDVVXULQJ ,PSURYHPHQWV KDYH EHHQ
detected among undergraduate students
compared to the results of Emirati students
DWWKHHQGRI VHFRQGDU\VFKRROZKLFKZHUH
less than average; as concluded by the Arab
.QRZOHGJH5HSRUW

The arithmetic average (mean) for this skill
ZDVIRUWKHWRWDOQXPEHURI VHQLRU\HDU
VWXGHQWV SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH TXHVWLRQQDLUH
and majoring in science, medicine,
engineering, management or humanities.
,I  ZH FRQVLGHU WKDW WKH PLQLPXP VFRUH
UHTXLUHG WR LQGLFDWH WKH SRVVHVVLRQ RI  WKLV
VNLOOLVRXWRI ZHFDQFRQFOXGHWKDWWKH
overall performance of the student sample
ZDV JRRG DV LW H[FHHGHG WKLV WKUHVKROG E\
SRLQWVLHDERXWRI WKHWRWDOVFRUH
Our conclusion is reinforced, as 72.7% of
the participating students obtained scores
KLJKHU WKDQ WKH PLQLPXP UHTXLUHPHQW
VFRULQJ KLJKHU WKDQ   GHPRQVWUDWLQJ
WKHLUDFTXLVLWLRQRI WKLVVNLOO
Skill of Using Technology

The skill of searching for information and Table 4.7
processing it is among the core components Skill of Using Technology
WKDWLQFUHDVHDQLQGLYLGXDO·VNQRZOHGJHDQG
Standard
Lowest
is important for the transfer and localisation Arithmetic
Average
Deviation
Score
RI NQRZOHGJHDQGIRUWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI 
13.39
1.80
6.67
WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

Highest
Score
18.97

Scores are between 0 and 20.

Modern technology has made it possible
for all students to access information at
DQ\ WLPH 7KH UHVXOWV RI  WKH ÀHOG VWXG\
indicate that university Emiratis are able
to search for a given piece of information
and properly source it. This may be due to
WKH QDWXUH RI  XQGHUJUDGXDWH VWXG\ ZKLFK
UHTXLUHVVWXGHQWVWRVHDUFKIRULQIRUPDWLRQ
and discuss it, contrary to pre-university
HGXFDWLRQ ,Q WKH WKUHH XQLYHUVLWLHV ZKHUH
WKH ÀHOG VXUYH\ ZDV FRQGXFWHG WKH
assessment of the students is done through
DVVLJQPHQW DQG KRPHZRUN GXULQJ WKH
VHPHVWHULQDGGLWLRQWRÀQDOH[DPV6WXGHQW
DVVLJQPHQWV RIWHQ UHTXLUH VWXGHQWV WR
VHDUFKIRULQIRUPDWLRQUHÁHFWRQWKHPDQG
submit reports.
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The use of technology is one of the basic
VNLOOV UHTXLUHG IRU WKH HIIHFWLYH LQWHJUDWLRQ
of young Emiratis in the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KH UHVXOWV RI 
WKHÀHOGUHVHDUFKIRUWKHXVHRI WHFKQRORJ\
UDQJHG EHWZHHQ  DQG  ZLWK DQ
arithmetic average (mean) of 13.39/20.
Assuming that a score of 10/20 is the the
PLQLPXPOHYHOUHTXLUHGIRUWKHDFTXLVLWLRQ
of this skill, then the overall performance
RI WKHVDPSOHGVWXGHQWVLVZLWKLQDYHUDJH
,W LV LPSRUWDQW WR QRWH WKDW  RI  WKH
students did not obtain the minimum
UHTXLUHGOHYHO  ZKLOHREWDLQHG
D VFRUH RI   SRLQWV RU DERYH 7KH YDOXH
of the standard deviation reveals that

the sample is homogeneous, i.e. there is
QR VLJQLÀFDQW YDULDWLRQ DPRQJ WKH WHVWHG
VWXGHQWV7KLVUHVXOWPLJKWORRNORZHUWKDQ
expected, due to the high prevalence of
technology and its daily use in the UAE, but
this average performance can be explained
E\WKHTXDOLW\RI WKHTXHVWLRQVLQWKHVXUYH\
7KHVHTXHVWLRQVGRQRWPHDVXUHWKHQRUPDO
daily use of technology, but rather focus
on its advanced use in searching for and
GHYHORSLQJNQRZOHGJH
7KHVH UHVXOWV ZKHQ FRPELQHG UHÁHFW DQ
acceptable skill level for using technology.
+RZHYHU D EHWWHU UHVXOW ZDV H[SHFWHG
since the three universities involved in the
survey have an advanced technological
infrastructure and motivate students to
XVH QHZ WHFKQRORJ\ DQG DSSOLFDWLRQV
GLVVHPLQDWLQJ NQRZOHGJH DPRQJ WKHP VR
they are better able to use the technology
LQVHDUFKLQJIRULQIRUPDWLRQ7KLVUHTXLUHV
greater attention and focus for strengthening
this skill to deeper levels.
Skill of Using Foreign Language (English
Language)
Table 4.8

Skill of Using Foreign Language (English
language)
Arithmetic
Average

Standard
Deviation

Lowest
Score

Highest
Score

11.81

3.74

1.25

20.00

Scores are between 0 and 20.

or above. This indicates that the sample
JURXSFOHDUO\ODFNVÁXHQF\LQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
DQG ZULWLQJ LQ (QJOLVK 7KH YDOXH RI  WKH
standard deviation also reveals a relative
YDULDWLRQEHWZHHQWKHVDPSOHGVWXGHQWV
The use of foreign language, primarily
English, as it is considered the most
ZLGHVSUHDG ZRUOGZLGH LV D YHU\ LPSRUWDQW
LVVXHLQEXLOGLQJWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DQG
LQWKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
(QJOLVK LV ZLGHO\ UHJDUGHG DV WKH ODQJXDJH
RI VFLHQFHDQGNQRZOHGJHLQWKHFXUUHQWHUD
Therefore, university students must possess
relevant language skills, in terms of speaking,
ZULWLQJ DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ LI  WKH\ ZLVK WR
achieve effective openness to other cultures
and to the international spheres of science
DQG NQRZOHGJH +RZHYHU WKLV LVVXH LV QRW
simple since it is related to the preparation of
the students at the pre-university stage. The
ÀUVWDQQXDOUHSRUWRQVFKRROVXSHUYLVLRQLQ
'XEDL UHOHDVHG LQ  DOVR FRQÀUP RXU
conclusion as the report revealed a need to
improve English language skills in speaking,
UHDGLQJDQGZULWLQJDPRQJVWXGHQWVDWSXEOLF
schools.4 Graduates of public secondary
education are often unable to join university
GLUHFWO\ DV PDQ\ UHTXLUH D FRQVWLWXHQW \HDU
GXULQJ ZKLFK WKH\ VWXG\ EDVLF (QJOLVK
computer use and analytical thinking skills.
,WVHHPVWKDWWKHODFNRI (QJOLVKODQJXDJH
skills is normal in the sample as education at
various stages, especially in public schools, is
largely provided in Arabic. Despite the fact
that English is taught from primary school,
many students do not master it. This leads
to the conclusion that the problem of poor
skills in the use of English accompanies
the students from secondary school to
XQLYHUVLW\ZKHUHDOOFRXUVHVDUHSURYLGHGLQ
(QJOLVK&RQVHTXHQWO\XQGHUJUDGXDWHVIDFH
GLIÀFXOWLHVDQGDUHREOLJHGWRUHWDNHPDQ\
FRXUVHV,QVRPHFDVHVWKLVOHDGVVWXGHQWV
to abandon their studies completely.

The use of
foreign language
is considered one
of the necessary
skills for young
people, especially
for achieving the
most important
element of this
GLVWLQFWNQRZOHGJH
HUDZKHUHLWLV
crucial to maintain
openness and
intercommunication
ZLWKRWKHU
civilisations and
LQWHUQDWLRQDOVFLHQWLÀF
achievements

The use of foreign language is considered
one of the necessary skills for young people,
especially for achieving the most important
HOHPHQW RI  WKLV GLVWLQFW NQRZOHGJH HUD
ZKHUHLWLVFUXFLDOWRPDLQWDLQRSHQQHVVDQG
LQWHUFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKRWKHUFLYLOLVDWLRQV
DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO VFLHQWLÀF DFKLHYHPHQWV
The overall performance of young Emiratis
LQWKLVVNLOOZDVDYHUDJH SRLQWV DVLW
stood near the minimum acceptable score
of 10/20.
Analysis of the Differences between the
Cognitive Skills

,WVKRXOGEHQRWHGWKDWWKHSHUFHQWDJHRI 
WKRVH ZKR GLG QRW DFKLHYH WKLV PLQLPXP Analysing the results of the various skills
level stood at 32.2% compared to about XQGHU VWXG\ VKRZV VLJQLÀFDQW VWDWLVWLFDO
 ZKR REWDLQHG D VFRUH RI   SRLQWV GLIIHUHQFHVEHWZHHQWKHVNLOOV
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results indicate that
the Emirati youth
possess a reasonable
capacity in the areas
of problem solving
and information
SURFHVVLQJZKLFKLV
a positive indication
that should be
emphasised as these
skills are essential for
enabling the youth to
SURFHHGWRZDUGVWKH
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

7KHIROORZLQJUDQNLQJFODVVLÀHVWKHVNLOOVLQ 8SRQ LQWHUDFWLQJ ZLWK XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWV
descending order according to the level of LW ZDV HYLGHQW WKDW PDQ\ SUHIHU WR XVH
DFTXLVLWLRQE\WKHVWXGHQWV
the English language more than Arabic
EHFDXVHLWLVHDVLHUWRÀQGRQOLQHVXSSRUWLQJ
 Problem solving skills
UHIHUHQFHV LQ (QJOLVK IRU WKHLU KRPHZRUN
 ,QIRUPDWLRQ VRXUFLQJ DQG SURFHVVLQJ ,QWHUHVWLQJO\ WKH ZULWWHQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ
skills
skill in Arabic is at the bottom of the
 Technology use skills
OLVW RI  FRJQLWLYH VNLOOV DQG FRPHV ORZHU
 Foreign language skills
WKDQ (QJOLVK FRPPXQLFDWLRQ HYHQ ZLWK
 $UDELFZULWWHQFRPPXQLFDWLRQVNLOOV
WKH ORZ SHUIRUPDQFH LQ (QJOLVK ZULWWHQ
communication.
The above results indicate that the Emirati
youth possess a reasonable capacity in the ,W VHHPV WKDW ZULWLQJ VNLOOV DPRQJ WKH
areas of problem solving and information participants in general, need greater
SURFHVVLQJ ZKLFK LV D SRVLWLYH LQGLFDWLRQ attention. Efforts should not solely focus on
that should be emphasised as these skills DFTXLULQJWKHVNLOOLWVHOI EXWVKRXOGDOVRIRFXV
are essential for enabling the youth to on achieving a valid linguistic medium as the
SURFHHGWRZDUGVWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\7KH transfer, localisation, spread, production
performance level in the use of technology DQGXVHRI NQRZOHGJHFDQRQO\EHDFKLHYHG
skills is also good, although it could be ZLWKLQWKLVIUDPHZRUN:HVKRXOGKLJKOLJKW
KLJKO\DWWULEXWHGWRWKHZLGHDYDLODELOLW\RI  KHUH WKDW VFLHQWLÀF MRXUQDOV GR QRW DFFHSW
information and communication technology. UHVHDUFK DUWLFOHV XQOHVV HODERUDWHO\ ZULWWHQ
<HW ZKDW VKRXOG EH VHULRXVO\ DGGUHVVHG VRKRZFDQWKLVEHDFKLHYHGZLWKWKHREYLRXV
LV WKH ODUJH JDS ZLWK UHJDUGV WR ODQJXDJH JDSVLQ\RXWKZULWLQJVNLOOV"
skills, including the mother tongue (Arabic)
and foreign language skills (English). Values
Other skills, such as problem solving or
information sourcing and processing remain 7KHÀHOGUHVHDUFKWDUJHWHGDVHWRI YDOXHVWKDW
VKRUWRI HPSRZHULQJWKH\RXWKWRSRVLWLYHO\ could be presented broadly in four groups:
engage in processes of establishing the  9DOXHVZLWKDFRJQLWLYHGLPHQVLRQ VXFK
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\LI WKH\RXWKDUHXQDEOHWR DV WKH ORYH RI  NQRZOHGJH WKH SUHIHUHQFH
communicate clearly and effectively through of education over money, intellectual
language. Language, as emphasised earlier, RSHQQHVV WR DFFHSW QHZ LGHDV DQG WKH
is the medium that essentially embodies diligence, perseverance and commitment
FXOWXUHDQGNQRZOHGJH
DW ZRUN    YDOXHV ZLWK DQ HPRWLRQDO
GLPHQVLRQ VXFK DV VHOIFRQÀGHQFH VRFLDO
recognition, adherence to personal freedom
Figure 4.2
DQGKRQHVW\ZLWKRQHVHOI   YDOXHVZLWKD
Results for Students’ Cognitive Skills
social dimension (such as the respect of the
code of ethics, customs and traditions, the
Problem Solving
respect for others in terms of their opinions
Skills
DQGEHOLHIVDQGWKHZLOOWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH
20
SXEOLF OLIH  DQG   YDOXHV ZLWK D FRVPLF
15
dimension (such as human rights and
10
1
0
justice).
Skill of
Written
Communication
in Arabic

Skill of Using
Foreign Language
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5

0

Skill of
Searching
for and
Processing
Information

Skill of Using
Technology
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6WXGHQW VFRUHV LQ WKH TXHVWLRQQDLUH RQ
VHFWLRQV UHODWHG WR YDOXHV UDQJHG EHWZHHQ
DQGZLWKDQDULWKPHWLFDYHUDJH
(mean) of 71.23/100. Assuming that the
PLQLPXP DFFHSWDEOH VFRUH LV  UHVHDUFK
VKRZHG WKDW  RI  WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV
REWDLQHG OHVV WKDQ WKH PLQLPXP ZKLOH

of these values is not surprising. Family
plays a major role in the foundation of
Values
many values among students that become
Arithmetic Standard
Lowest
Highest
instilled in their daily practice, in addition
Average
Deviation
Score
Score
WR WKH YDOXHV WKH VWXGHQWV DFTXLUH IURP
the curriculum through various stages of
71.23
7.21
44.62
89.23
education. The values that undergraduates
Scores are between 0 and 100.
HQMR\DUHDWUXHUHÁHFWLRQRI WKHYDOXHVWKH\
have accumulated throughout their lives
 RI  WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV REWDLQHG  RU ZLWKLQWKHIDPLO\VFKRRODQGVRFLHW\ZKHUH
above. These results indicate that most of the importance and respect of values,
the students possess almost all the values customs, traditions, and religious values is
featured in the study.
emphasised.
Table 4.9

7KHUHVXOWVRI WKHYDOXHVVNLOO²ZLWKDVWXGHQW
average of 71/100 – indicate that students
have a clear tendency to adopt the values
WKDWDUHIHDWXUHGLQWKHVWXG\+RZHYHUZH
VKRXOG QRWH KHUH WKDW ZKHQ WDONLQJ DERXW
YDOXHVZHDUHUHIHUULQJWRZKDWWKHVWXGHQWV
KDYH GHFODUHG ZKLFK PD\ EH LQGLFDWLYH RI 
their attitudes but not necessarily a true
UHÁHFWLRQ RI  WKH YDOXHV WKH\ SRVVHVV RU
practice. Accordingly, these results should
EHGHDOWZLWKFDXWLRXVO\
Although these results could indicate
a reasonable ability of the university
education system to promote these values,
the students’ possession of the values
cannot be explained to be the product of
WKLV V\VWHP RQO\ 7KH $UDE .QRZOHGJH
Report 2010/2011 indicated that high
school students generally possess high
level of the various categories of values.
What should be emphasised here is that
these values had been instilled years before
XQLYHUVLW\ HGXFDWLRQ $OVR ZH VKRXOG QRW
ignore the important role of the family in
consolidating values among the youth, given
the conservative nature and culture of UAE
society. The high level of values among
VWXGHQWV DQG WKH KRPRJHQHLW\ EHWZHHQ
males and females in their possession

Youth Effectiveness
Before presenting the results, it should be
noted that "effectiveness" in this report
refers to the active and unrestrained
participation of respondents in one of the
EHORZPHQWLRQHGÀHOGV7KLVHIIHFWLYHQHVV
LV WKH RXWFRPH RI  LQWHUDFWLRQ EHWZHHQ
opinion and behaviour, in the sense that
effectiveness is an attitude that is based
on planned voluntary behaviour rather
than spontaneous or implied behaviour.
Keeping this in mind, cultural effectiveness
ZDV PHDVXUHG ZLWK TXHVWLRQV WKDW DLPHG
DWJDXJLQJVWXGHQWNQRZOHGJHLQWHUPVRI 
their country and region’s historical events,
JHRJUDSK\QDPHVRI ERRNVUHDGZKHWKHU
LQ $UDELF RU LQ RWKHU ODQJXDJHV DV ZHOO
as practiced cultural activities and their
TXDOLW\ 6RFLDO HIIHFWLYHQHVV ZDV PHDVXUHG
E\ WKH VDPH WRNHQ WKURXJK TXHVWLRQV RQ
participation in voluntary and community
activities and their types. Economic
HIIHFWLYHQHVV ZDV PHDVXUHG LQ WHUPV RI 
SDLGZRUNDQGSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQSURMHFWV

The values that
undergraduates enjoy
DUHDWUXHUHÁHFWLRQ
of the values they
have accumulated
throughout their lives
ZLWKLQWKHIDPLO\
school and society

After measuring the scores of all the
DVSHFWV RI  HIIHFWLYHQHVV WKH ODWWHU ZHUH
FRQVROLGDWHGRQDVFDOHRI ZLWKEHLQJ
the highest level of effectiveness.

Table 4.10

Student Scores in Effectiveness
Arithmetic Average

Standard Deviation

Lowest Score

Highest Score

Cultural Effectiveness
Social Effectiveness

0.58

0.11

0.20

1.00

0.31

0.32

0.0

1.00

Economic Effectiveness

0.61

0.48

0.0

1.00
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Figure 4.3

Student Scores on Effectiveness
Economic
Effectiveness

0.7
0.6
0.5
0.4
0.3
0.2
0.1
0

Societal
Effectiveness

ORZOHYHOVRI 
cultural and social
effectiveness are not
a good indicator of
the youth’s ability
to build the desired
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

Cultural
Effectiveness

Table 4.10 VKRZV WKDW \RXWK effectiveness
OHYHOVYDU\IURPRQHDUHDWRDQRWKHUZLWKWKH
ORZHVW EHLQJ FRPPXQLW\ SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DQG
the highest being economic effectiveness.
$V IRU FXOWXUDO HIIHFWLYHQHVV ZKHUH WKH
DYHUDJH VFRUH ZDV  D JUHDWHU QHHG
arises to further promote culture among
WKH\RXWKHVSHFLDOO\LQWHUPVRI NQRZOHGJH
of their country’s historic and geographic
FKDUDFWHULVWLFVDVZHOODVSURPLQHQWOLWHUDU\
and artistic milestones. The situation is
ZRUVH LQ WKH VWXGHQWV· VRFLDO HIIHFWLYHQHVV
and participation. On the other hand, the
VXUYH\VKRZHGKLJKHUGHJUHHVRI HFRQRPLF
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DPRQJ VWXGHQWV ZLWK VFRUHV
pointing to acceptable youth effectiveness
levels in paid activities.
Student effectiveness depends on the level
RI  DZDUHQHVV DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH\
SRVVHVV LQ D JLYHQ ÀHOG 7KH ORZ OHYHOV
of cultural and social effectiveness, as
UHÁHFWHGLQWKHUHVXOWVPD\EHPRVWO\GXH
WRLQDGHTXDWHLQIRUPDWLRQDPRQJVWXGHQWV
LQWKHVHWZRÀHOGV7KLVFDOOVIRUWKHQHHGWR
SD\PRUHDWWHQWLRQWRWKLVLVVXHZKHWKHUDW
home or in schools, universities, civil society
institutions and the media. The relatively
high economic effectiveness compared
to cultural and social effectiveness can
be attributed to the fact that most of the
students’ parents engage in some kind of
HFRQRPLFDFWLYLW\(YHQZLWKDYDLODELOLW\RI 
many government jobs, many still start their
RZQEXVLQHVVSURMHFWVRIWHQHQJDJLQJWKHLU
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FKLOGUHQ DV ZHOO 6WXGHQWV WKXV OHDUQ IURP
their parents certain economic concepts and
values, experiencing economic effectiveness
at a relatively early age.
,WLVQRWHZRUWK\WKDWORZOHYHOVRI FXOWXUDO
and social effectiveness are not a good
indicator of the youth’s ability to build
WKHGHVLUHGNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\.QRZOHGJH
in a society should be diffused among all
FLWL]HQVEXWKRZLVWKLVWREHGRQHDPLGD
reluctance to engage in the country’s various
community activities? State institutions
of all kinds should strive to raise young
people’s cultural and social effectiveness, as
ZHOODVLQWHJUDWHWKHPLQWRFRPPXQLW\OLIH
and engage them in all its activities.
Citizenship and Belonging
Table 4.11

Citizenship and Belonging
Arithmetic
Average

Standard
Deviation

Lowest
Score

Highest
Score

0.55

0.28

0.00

1.00

The report addressed this important aspect
LQWKHVXUYH\WKURXJKDVHWRI TXHVWLRQVWKDW
examined opinions of the Emirati youth
regarding the concept of citizenship and its
main characteristics.
$QDO\VLQJ WKH DQVZHUV UHYHDOV WKDW
NQRZOHGJHRI JRRGFLWL]HQVKLSSULQFLSOHVLV
DYHUDJHDPRQJWKH(PLUDWL\RXWKDW
FORVHWRWKHORZHVWDFFHSWDEOHVFRUH8SRQ
REVHUYLQJWKHWZRVFDOHHQGVREWDLQHG
WKHORZHVWVFRUH  ZKLOHREWDLQHG
WKH KLJKHVW VFRUH   ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV
almost 200 respondents do not have any
NQRZOHGJHZKDWVRHYHURQJRRGFLWL]HQVKLS
SULQFLSOHVZKLOHDOPRVWVWXGHQWVRI WKH
2,142 female and male respondents have a
full understanding of such principle.
$QDO\VHV RI  WKH TXHVWLRQV RQ FRXQWU\
EHORQJLQJVKRZDKLJKVHQVHRI EHORQJLQJ
among young Emiratis. Most of them
pointed to their clear desire either to complete
WKHLUHGXFDWLRQDQGZRUNLQWKH8$(RUWR
pursue their studies abroad and then return
immediately to the country. This love and

SULGHIHOWE\\RXQJ(PLUDWLVWRZDUGVWKHLU Box 4-1
country is manifested through the different
DFWLYLWLHVLQZKLFKWKH\SDUWLFLSDWHVXFKDV Internet Usage among the Emirati Youth
National Day celebrations. Belonging is also
7KH0LQLVWU\RI &XOWXUH<RXWKDQG&RPPXQLW\
apparent in the general sentiment among
Development conducted a study in collaboration
\RXQJSHRSOHZKHQHYHUWKH8$(FRPSHWHV ZLWK WKH 'HFLVLRQ0DNLQJ 6XSSRUW &HQWUH
LQ VSRUWV WRXUQDPHQWV RU ZLQV WKH KRVWLQJ for the Dubai Police in 2012, looking into the
patterns of internet usage among the Emirati
of global events such as Expo 2020. This
\RXWK DQG LWV LPSDFW RQ NQRZOHGJH IRUPDWLRQ
strong sense of belonging can be capitalised
7KHIROORZLQJDUHWKHPDLQÀQGLQJV
on by educational, social, cultural and media
1. $OPRVWRI \RXQJ(PLUDWLVRZQDWOHDVW
RQH FRPSXWHU ZLWK KLJKHU UDWHV DPRQJ
institutions to introduce, discuss and further
IHPDOHVEHWZHHQDQG\HDUVRI DJH
promote the concepts and characteristics of
2. The percentage of internet users, both males
good citizenship among young Emiratis.
and females, amounted to 98.3%.
Openness and Global Communication
Table 4.12

Openness and Global Communication
Arithmetic
Average

Standard
Deviation

Lowest
Score

Highest
Score

0.30

0.11

0.00

0.75

Scores are on a scale of 0-1.

3. The overall average number of hours young
Emiratis spend online is 4 hours and 36
minutes per day.
4. There is a general belief among young
Emiratis that internet is highly reliable as a
main research source, at a rate of 61.6%. The
SHUFHQWDJHRI \RXQJ(PLUDWLVZKRUDUHO\RU
very rarely use the internet for their research
did not exceed 10.7% of youth.
 The top ten internet usage in descending
RUGHURI LPSRUWDQFHZHUH
 Study-related research 77.2%;
 Checking email 76.6%;
 'RZQORDGLQJ DQG OLVWHQLQJ WR PXVLF
ZDWFKLQJPRYLHV
 Searching for general information 71.4%;
 Games and entertainment 64.6%;
 Contribution to forums 63.8%;
 Religious sites 62.8%;
 6HOIOHDUQLQJ
 &KHFNLQJQHZV
 &KDWWLQJ
7KHVH ÀQGLQJV FRQÀUP WKDW \RXQJ (PLUDWLV
NQRZ KRZ WR GHDO ZHOO ZLWK WKH LQWHUQHW 7KLV
is a skill that should be invested in effectively
DQG GLUHFWHG WRZDUGV LQFUHDVLQJ WKHLU LQWHUHVW
LQOHDUQLQJDQGNQRZOHGJHDQGWKHWUDQVIHUDQG
EXLOGLQJRI NQRZOHGJH

/RZOHYHOVRI 
cultural and social
effectiveness are not
a good indicator of
the youth’s ability
to build the desired
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

7KHUHVXOWVRI WKHVXUYH\VKRZHGDJHQHUDO
ZHDNQHVVLQRSHQQHVVWRWKHZRUOGZLWKDQ
arithmetic average (mean) not exceeding
0.30/1. Around 96.9% of respondents
VFRUHGOHVVWKDQ,QRWKHUZRUGVDOPRVW
2,000 student respondents did not get half
the scores in terms of openness and global
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ DV ZHOO DV WKH DVVRFLDWHG
elements of reading of publications in
IRUHLJQ ODQJXDJHV SURÀFLHQF\ LQ RWKHU
languages, travel information and internet
use on these topics. This result also points to
a lack of engagement among the participants
ZLWK UHJDUGV WR DVVRFLDWLRQV DQG UHJLRQDO
Quoting the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community
DQGLQWHUQDWLRQDODFWLYLWLHVDVZHOODVDODFN Source:
Development 2012. (Reference in Arabic)
RI FRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKSHRSOHIURPRXWVLGH
WKHLU RZQ FRXQWU\ DQG ZHDN OHYHOV RI 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ VFLHQWLÀF RU FXOWXUDO For instance, travelling abroad remains
competitions.
reserved for either business or medical
purposes. One also cannot overlook the
7KLV UHVXOW ZDV VXUSULVLQJ FRQVLGHULQJ WKDW lack of participation of young people in the
the Emirati society is reputed for its diversity country’s general social and cultural life as
as people from all nationalities and cultures one of the factors contributing to the lack
live in the country. These results can be RI  RSHQQHVV ,W LV RQO\ QDWXUDO WKDW WKHLU
attributed to the conservative culture of the RSHQQHVV WR WKH UHVW RI  WKH ZRUOG VWD\V
8$( VRFLHW\ ZKHUH PDQ\ KRXVHKROGV VWLOO limited or rather humble if their cultural
prefer not to integrate and remain closed off and social participation inside the country is
IURPWKHRXWVLGHZRUOG
already limited.

7KLVUHVXOWZDV
surprising considering
that the Emirati
society is reputed for
its diversity as people
from all nationalities
and cultures live
in the country
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The intriguing part is that these results
FRPH DW D WLPH ZKHQ WKH FRXQWU\ LV
HPSOR\LQJVLJQLÀFDQWHIIRUWVLQWHFKQRORJ\
and communication infrastructure and is
SURYLGLQJ WKH QDWLRQ ZLWK WKH QHZHVW DQG
IDVWHVWWHFKQRORJLFDOVHUYLFHV,WVHHPVWKDW
the main use of this technology among the
youth is for communication on social media
UDWKHUWKDQIRULQIRUPDWLRQDQGNQRZOHGJH
WKDW SDYH WKH ZD\ IRU WKH WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDQGWKHFUHDWLRQ
RI DNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\LQWKHFRXQWU\
Analysis of the Results according to
Gender
With respect to
gender-based
differences among
young people in
WHUPVRI NQRZOHGJH
values, effectiveness,
citizenship and
openness, the
UHVXOWVVKRZHGQR
statistical difference
EHWZHHQPDOHDQG
female students

With respect to gender-based differences
DPRQJ\RXQJSHRSOHLQWHUPVRI NQRZOHGJH
values, effectiveness, skills, citizenship and
RSHQQHVV WKH UHVXOWV VKRZHG QR VWDWLVWLFDO
GLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQPDOHDQGIHPDOHVWXGHQWV
*HQHUDOO\IHPDOHVZHUHQRWGLIIHUHQWIURP
males neither in terms of cognitive skills
nor in terms of values and other areas of
effectiveness.

Youth Opinions on the Transfer and
Localisation of Knowledge and the
Necessary Enabling Environments
The report also addressed a number of indices
and practices relevant to young people’s
involvement in the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KHVH LQFOXGHG DFFHVVLQJ
foreign resources and translated books
UHODWHGWRWKHVWXGHQWV·GLVFLSOLQHVZKHUHWKH
DQDO\VLVVKRZHGWKDWRI SDUWLFLSDQWV
Figure 4.4

Student Access to Translated Books
Related to Their Disciplines (%)

The high percentage (80.4%) of respondents
ZKR UHSRUWHG KDYLQJ FDUULHG RXW UHVHDUFK
or presentations since starting university
could be related to the nature of educational
V\VWHPV ZLWKLQ XQLYHUVLWLHV 0RVW FRXUVHV
UHTXLUH VWXGHQWV WR FRQGXFW UHVHDUFK RU
ZULWHUHSRUWVRQWRSLFVUHODWHGWRWKHVXEMHFW
for a certain percentage of the total course
score; for example, research, projects and
SUHVHQWDWLRQVFRXOGDFFRXQWIRURI WKH
ÀQDOVFRUH+RZHYHULWLVHVVHQWLDOWRQRWH
that the reports, projects and presentations
Figure 4.5

Research and Presentations in University (%)
No Answer
4%

No Answer
4%
Yes
31%
No
65%

82

do not read translated books related to their
discipline. This can be attributed to several
IDFWRUV WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW RI  ZKLFK
being the students’ exclusive focus on the
courses they are taking, considering that
ZKDWWKHXQLYHUVLW\RIIHUVWKHPLVVXIÀFLHQW
LQIRUPDWLRQDQGNQRZOHGJHQHHGHGLQWKHLU
area of specialisation. The remaining 30.8%
ZKR UHSRUWHG UHDGLQJ IRUHLJQ WUDQVODWHG
books related to their specialised subjects,
resort mostly to these reference points
ZKHQ GRLQJ SURMHFWV RU KRPHZRUN 7KLV
VKRZV WKH ZHDN UROH WKDW XQLYHUVLWLHV DUH
playing in general to encourage students to
research and read translated foreign books
as part of the educational experience.
7KLV LV DOVR FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK WKH UHVXOWV
of the study conducted by the Emirati
0LQLVWU\RI &XOWXUH<RXWKDQG&RPPXQLW\
'HYHORSPHQW RQ SUHYDLOLQJ NQRZOHGJH
trends among young Emiratis aged 18 to
23. The study noted a reluctance among
the youth to visit public libraries and access
NQRZOHGJH.

Arab Knowledge Report 2014: Youth and Localisation of Knowledge

No
15 %
Yes
81%

that students carry out at this stage are
PRVWO\ HVVD\V LQ ZKLFK WKH\ H[SUHVV WKHLU
opinions on given topics or simple research
SURMHFWV WKDW PHUHO\ UHTXLUH WKH FROOHFWLRQ
RI  VFLHQWLÀF PDWHULDO RU D VXPPDU\ RI 
literature. Outcomes of studens' responses
VKRXOG EH GHDOW ZLWK FDUHIXOO\ ,Q OLJKW RI 
the educational environment at the three
universities involved in the study, the high
SHUFHQWDJH RI  SRVLWLYH DQVZHUV WR WKLV
TXHVWLRQ PRVW SUREDEO\ LQGLFDWHV WKDW WKH
FRQFHSW RI  VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK LV QRW FOHDU
enough among students. Most of them,
based on the previous result, think that by
FDUU\LQJRXWWKHZRUNUHTXLUHGRI WKHPRQ
WKH FRXUVH WKH\ DUH FRQGXFWLQJ VFLHQWLÀF
research. This calls for action to raise
DZDUHQHVV RI  WKH VWHSV SURFHGXUHV DQG
FRQWUROVRI VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFKDQGUHYDOXDWH
WKH SUHYDLOLQJ FRQGLWLRQV RI  VFLHQWLÀF
UHVHDUFK DW XQLYHUVLW\ DV D JDWHZD\ IRU
PRYLQJLQWRWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
Concerning university partnerships, 48.9%
RI UHVSRQGHQWVZHUHDZDUHRI WKHDYDLODEOH
SDUWQHUVKLSVDQGDJUHHPHQWVEHWZHHQWKHLU

VSHFLDOLVDWLRQV WKH\ RIIHU +RZHYHU WKLV
UHVXOW DOVR VKRZV WKDW DOPRVW KDOI  RI  WKH
VWXGHQWVDUHQRWDZDUHRI WKHVHSDUWQHUVKLSV
DQGDJUHHPHQWVLQWKHÀUVWSODFH7KHUHIRUH
more should be done to increase the
DZDUHQHVVDQGNQRZOHGJHRI \RXQJSHRSOH
of the various institutions that support
educational programmes offered in their
disciplines.
Almost 70% of the participants reported
QRWEHLQJDZDUHRI WKHH[LVWHQFHRI \RXWK
institutions involved in the transfer and
Figure 4.7

Student Awareness of the Existence of
Youth Institutions Involved in the Transfer
and Localisation of Knowledge (%)
No Answer
9%

Almost 70% of
the participants
reported not
EHLQJDZDUHRI WKH
existence of youth
institutions involved
in the transfer
and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJHLQ
their country

Yes
21%
No
70%

Figure 4.6

Student Awareness of the Existence of
Partnerships and Agreements between
Their University and Other Institutions (%)
No Answer
8%

No
43 %

Yes
49%

XQLYHUVLW\DQGRWKHULQVWLWXWLRQV7KLVVKRZV
WKDWDOPRVWKDOI RI WKHVWXGHQWVDUHDZDUH
of such partnerships and realise that their
faculties are using these partnerships and
agreements to raise the university’s standing
in terms of programmes and adopted
teaching methods. The universities’ goal
is to obtain academic accreditation and
access to appropriate training related to the

ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH LQ WKHLU FRXQWU\
This could be an indicator of either the lack
of cultural education among the youth or
their lack of interest in the pursuit, transfer
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DQG WKH
attempt to make it part of their lives. This
UHVXOW PD\ VHHP XQGHUVWDQGHDEOH IRU WZR
UHDVRQV WKH ÀUVW EHLQJ WKDW \RXQJ SHRSOH
focus, during this period of their life, on
their study and scholarly accomplishments.
7KHUHIRUH WKH\ DUH QRW SUHRFFXSLHG ZLWK
WKLVLVVXHDVPXFKDVZLWKRWKHURQHVUHODWHG
to friends, family and their social life. The
other reason is the lack of publicity of these
institutions in the community in general,
ZKHWKHU LQ PHGLD RU LQVWLWXWLRQV LQ WKH
FRXQWU\,QJHQHUDOWKHVH\RXWKLQVWLWXWLRQV
are present and active in the country,
KRZHYHU WKHLU IRFXV RQ WKH WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHGRHVQRWVHHPWR
EHFOHDUH[SODLQLQJWKHUHVSRQGHQWV·DQVZHUV
Therefore, educational, cultural and media
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LQVWLWXWLRQVVKRXOGZRUNWRUDLVHDZDUHQHVV
of the existence of such institutions and
HQFRXUDJHVWXGHQWVWREHQHÀWIURPWKHPDV
ZHOODVIURPJOREDOEHVWSUDFWLFHVWRGHYHORS
local programmes that aim at building the
human capital.
The sample recorded
high rates in
areas the students
considered effective
ZKHWKHUKLJKO\RU
just acceptable) in
offering them the
TXDOLÀFDWLRQVQHHGHG
for the transfer
and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJH

With regard to the opinions of the students
on enabling environments, the analysis
VKRZHGKLJKOHYHOVRI VDWLVIDFWLRQUHJDUGLQJ
these components and their effectiveness.
The study examined the opinions of the
students on the effectiveness of a number
of factors in their universities in terms
RI  TXDOLI\LQJ VWXGHQWV IRU WKH WUDQVIHU
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 2SLQLRQV
RI  \RXWK ZHUH LQYHVWLJDWHG WKURXJK 
TXHVWLRQV

of internet use comes at the forefront of
WKHVH FRPSRQHQWV ZLWK D  DSSURYDO
UDWH IRUKLJKHIIHFWLYHQHVVDQG
IRU DFFHSWDEOH HIIHFWLYHQHVV  IROORZHG E\
WKH DYDLODELOLW\ RI  HGXFDWLRQDO HTXLSPHQW
DQG WRROV ZLWK D  DSSURYDO UDWH
 IRU KLJK HIIHFWLYHQHVV DQG 
IRUDFFHSWDEOHHIIHFWLYHQHVV 7KHVFLHQWLÀF
level of university teachers came in third
SODFH ZLWK D  DSSURYDO UDWH 
IRU KLJK HIIHFWLYHQHVV DQG  IRU
DFFHSWDEOH HIIHFWLYHQHVV  IROORZHG E\ WKH
electronic interactive means that enable
FRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKDDSSURYDOUDWH
 IRU KLJK HIIHFWLYHQHVV DQG 
IRU DFFHSWDEOH HIIHFWLYHQHVV  DQG IROORZHG
E\ ERRNV DQG UHIHUHQFHV DYDLODEOH LQ ÀIWK
SODFHZLWKDDSSURYDOUDWH IRU
high effectiveness and 40.1% for acceptable
effectiveness).

0RVW DQVZHUV DERXW WKH HIIHFWLYHQHVV RI 
XQLYHUVLW\ZHUHQRWDEO\SRVLWLYH7KHVDPSOH
recorded high rates in areas the students
FRQVLGHUHG HIIHFWLYH ZKHWKHU KLJKO\
or just acceptable) in offering them the
TXDOLÀFDWLRQV QHHGHG IRU WKH WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KH DYDLODELOLW\

2WKHUOHVVHIIHFWLYHHOHPHQWVZHUHUHSRUWHG
by students to the attention of decisionPDNHUV 7KHVH LQFOXGHG DVSHFWV WKDW ZHUH
VHHQ E\ D VLJQLÀFDQW QXPEHU RI  VWXGHQWV
DV KDYLQJ ZHDN HIIHFWLYHQHVV $OWKRXJK
most young people highlighted the
effectiveness of the “system of material

Enabling Environments in the UAE

Table 4.13

Students' Opinions on the Effectiveness of Their University’s Enabling Environment and Their Contribution to the
Preparation of Youth for the Transfer and Localisation of Knowledge
Inexistent
Effectiveness
(%)

Weak
Effectiveness
(%)

Acceptable
Effectiveness
(%)

High
Effectiveness
(%)

a- The prevailing higher education system

3.1

6.7

41.8

48.4

b- Academic research system

1.7

10

46.1

42.2

c- Teaching methods adopted in universities

1.2

9.3

49

40.4

d- Rating methods adopted in universities

3.1

12.5

42.8

41.6

e- Books and references available for students

1.3

7.6

40.1

51.0

f- Educational equipment and tools

2

3.9

28.3

65.8

J6FLHQWLÀFDQGSHGDJRJLFDO HGXFDWLRQDO OHYHORI XQLYHUVLW\WHDFKHUV

2

5.2

44.5

48.3

h- Physical and moral incentives system for students

8.3

19.5

37.5

34.7

i- Vocational training system during studies

5.4

16.7

43.1

34.8

j- Correspondence between the knowledge offered by the university and the
requirements of the labour market

5.5

15.3

46

33.2

k- Current admissions system of the university

3.3

10.7

48.3

37.7

l- Activities held by your faculty or the university where you study

2.7

15.1

39.7

42.4

1

3.6

20.4

75

n- Interactive electronic educational means that allow remote educational
communication between students and teachers

2.3

5.9

32.6

59.2

o- Financial resources to support the students’ university research projects

4.8

19.1

38

38.1

m- Internet availability and access/use
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Table 4.14

6WXGHQWV /HYHOVRI &RQÀGHQFHLQWKH&DSDFLW\RI WKH)ROORZLQJ,QVWLWXWLRQVWR&RQWULEXWH
towards Engaging the Youth in the Processes of the Transfer and Localisation of Knowledge
Inexistent
&RQÀGHQFH
(%)

Weak
&RQÀGHQFH
(%)

Acceptable
&RQÀGHQFH
(%)

Complete
&RQÀGHQFH
(%)

a- Civil Society Organisations

3.7

7.8

56.1

32.4

b- Media (Traditional and New)

2.8

10.7

43.5

43

c- Vocational Associations

3.9

12.2

56.3

27.6

DQG PRUDO LQFHQWLYHV IRU VWXGHQWVµ ZLWK
72.2% (34.7% for high effectiveness and
IRUDFFHSWDEOHHIIHFWLYHQHVV 
of them felt that the effectiveness of this
FRPSRQHQWZDV´ZHDNµDQGVDLGLWZDV
“inexistent”. Therefore, a total of 27.8%
RI  \RXQJ UHVSRQGHQWV ZHUH QRW VDWLVÀHG
ZLWKWKLVDVSHFWDQGLWVHIIHFWLYHQHVVLQWKH
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
The same could be concluded for the
IROORZLQJ DUHDV ´ÀQDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV WR
support the student research projects”,
“vocational training system during studies”,
´OLQN EHWZHHQ WKH NQRZOHGJH RIIHUHG E\
WKHXQLYHUVLW\DQGWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVRI WKH
labour market”, and the “activities offered
by the respective faculty or university”.
The combined percentages of “high” and
“acceptable” effectiveness for these aspects
ZHUH    DQG 
respectively.

DYDLODEOHWRDOHVVHUH[WHQWZHÀQGWKDWWKH
UAE has been able to provide a considerable
VHWRI PDWHULDOUHTXLUHPHQWVVXFKDVERRNV
DQG UHIHUHQFHV HTXLSPHQW DQG WRROV DQG
LQWHUQHW DFFHVV DV ZHOO DV SURIHVVRUV DQG
means of interaction and communication
EHWZHHQ WHDFKHUV DQG VWXGHQWV 7KH VWDWH
KRZHYHU KDV QRW HVWDEOLVKHG WKH UHTXLUHG
culture for the transfer and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJHDWXQLYHUVLW\DQGDPRQJWKH
student community. The UAE has expressed
D VWURQJ ZLOO WR SURYLGH WKH FRPSRQHQWV
QHFHVVDU\ WR TXDOLI\ VWXGHQWV WR HQJDJH LQ
WKH SURFHVVHV RI  NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQ+RZHYHUWKHWKUHHXQLYHUVLWLHV
must provide other components needed to
support these processes.

Participants mentioned that they maintain
DQ ´DFFHSWDEOHµ RU ´FRPSOHWHµ FRQÀGHQFH
LQWKHDELOLW\RI WUDGLWLRQDODQGQHZPHGLD
to contribute to the engagement of young
Comparing the components that scored high SHRSOH LQ WKH SURFHVVHV RI  NQRZOHGJH
HIIHFWLYHQHVVLQWKHVDPSOHZLWKWKRVHGHHPHG WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ 7KLV LV MXVWLÀDEOH
Table 4.15

Students' Opinions on the Contribution of the Following Components
Inexistent
Contribution
(%)

Weak
Contribution
(%)

Strong
Contribution
(%)

Very Strong
Contribution
(%)

a- The contribution of the private sector to the advancement
RI VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK

10.3

30.3

43.8

15.6

b- The contribution of economic institutions to the funding
of research

6.9

23

49.7

20.4

c- The contribution of micro-enterprises to the effective
integration of youth in the transfer and localisation of
knowledge

1.8

16.6

51.1

30.5

d- The contribution of prevailing economic patterns to the
transfer and localisation of knowledge

3.7

13.8

49

33.5

e- The contribution of foreign investment projects to the
transfer and localisation of knowledge

4.8

18.8

44.7

31.7

f- The contribution of governments to supporting youth

1.9

10.3

35.8

52
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The surveyed youth
DFNQRZOHGJHGWKH
government’s great
efforts in supporting
WKHPDQG
RI WKHVDPSOH
claimed that the
government had a
“very strong” and
“strong” contribution
in this area

in light of the evolution of the media in
WKH FRXQWU\ +RZHYHU ZKHQ DGGUHVVLQJ
civil society organisations in the study, the
SURSRUWLRQ RI  \RXQJ SHRSOH·V FRQÀGHQFH
ZDV IRXQG WR EH   KDYH IXOO
OHYHOV RI  FRQÀGHQFH DQG  KDYH
DFFHSWDEOH OHYHOV RI  FRQÀGHQFH  7KH
SHUFHQWDJHRI \RXQJSHRSOH·VFRQÀGHQFHLQ
the vocational associations came at 83.9%
 KDYH IXOO OHYHOV RI  FRQÀGHQFH DQG
KDYHDFFHSWDEOHOHYHOVRI FRQÀGHQFH 
These results indicate that the youth
H[SUHVVHG FRQÀGHQFH LQ WKH LQVWLWXWLRQV·
capacity to engage them in the processes of
NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ ZKLFK
LVDUHDVVXULQJSRLQW+RZHYHUWKHVHUHVXOWV
should be examined carefully as many young
SHRSOHFRXOGKDYHJLYHQ´VDIHµPLGGOHZD\
DQVZHUV HVSHFLDOO\ LQ OLJKW RI  WKH HDUOLHU
UHVXOWVVKRZLQJWKDWPDQ\\RXQJSHRSOHODFN
NQRZOHGJHRI FXOWXUDODQGVRFLDODFWLYLWLHVLQ
the country.
7KH VXUYH\HG \RXWK DFNQRZOHGJHG WKH
government’s great efforts in supporting
WKHPDQGRI WKHVDPSOHFODLPHG
that the government had a “very strong” and
“strong” contribution in this area. These

UHVXOWVUHÁHFWUHDOLW\DVVHYHUDOLQVWLWXWLRQV
VXFKDVWKH0LQLVWU\RI &XOWXUH<RXWKDQG
Community Development, have developed
and implemented programmes and projects
targeting youth engagement and motivation.
Among them are the development
programmes of the Ministry of Education
that target young people in addition to the
efforts of public and private institutions
of higher education. The government’s
VXSSRUWIRUWKH\RXWKZDVRQHRI WKHPRVW
REYLRXV DVSHFWV DV WKH UHVXOWV VKRZHG WKH
SHUFHQWDJHRI WKRVHZKREHOLHYHGWKDWWKH
FRQWULEXWLRQZDV´LQH[LVWHQWµRU´ZHDNµGLG
not exceed 12.2%.
As for the contribution of micro-enterprises
and prevailing economic patterns for
effective youth integration in the transfer
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH WKH UDWHV
RI  ´LQH[LVWHQW FRQWULEXWLRQµ DQG ´ZHDN
FRQWULEXWLRQµ ZHUH ORZ LQGLFDWLQJ WKH
VWUHQJWKRI WKHVHWZRHOHPHQWV7KHDGRSWLRQ
LQ  RI  D QHZ ODZ E\ WKH &RXQFLO RI 
Ministers on micro and medium enterprises
that aims to support young people in
transforming their ideas into projects and
SURGXFWV VXSSRUWV WKLV ÀQGLQJ 2WKHU

Table 4.16

Students' Opinions on the Processes of Transfer and Localisation of Knowledge
Totally Disagree

Somehow Agree

Agree

Totally Agree

a- The transfer and localisation of knowledge in the Arab countries is
vital for the future of the country

3.9

24.8

34.7

36.6

b- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge will
contribute to the reduction of unemployment

3.7

19.9

38

38.4

c- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge will
contribute to a heightened level of creativity and innovation

3

15.1

36.3

45.5

d- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge will
contribute to revitalising the economy

3.1

17.2

32.8

46.9

e- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge will
contribute to the diminishing borders between the world countries

7.5

24.2

36.5

31.8

f- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge will
contribute to more dependency of the Arab world on the West

24.2

30.6

24.8

20.4

g- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge will
contribute to marginalising local products

27.4

28.8

26.4

17.4

h- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge is not
among the current concerns of young people

24.6

37

25.7

12.7

i- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge can
contribute to changing societies’ cultural features

7.5

36.8

32.9

22.8

j- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge can
contribute to reinforcing the economic competition

1.7

25.1

39.7

33.4

k- The process of the transfer and localisation of knowledge can
contribute to reducing disparities in society

6.3

23.8

37

32.9
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initiatives also exist to support the youth
such as the Sheikh Khalifa Fund supporting
youth projects, the Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Foundation for young business
leaders and other bodies supporting the
youth at various social, educational, health,
cultural and humanitarian levels.
$URXQG D TXDUWHU RI  WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV
considered the contribution of foreign
investment projects in the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DV ´ZHDNµ RU
´LQH[LVWHQWµ 7KHVH SHUFHQWDJHV ZHUH HYHQ
higher in the contribution of economic
institutions and the private sector to the
funding of research and the advancement of
VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFKZKHUHWKHUDWHZDV
and 40.7% respectively for “inexistent”
RU ´ZHDN FRQWULEXWLRQµ LQ WKHVH VHFWRUV
Greater attention should be paid on these
three components in future strategies on the
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
Participants’ responses on issues related to
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
UDLVH PDQ\ LVVXHV 7R VWDUW ZLWK WKHUH LV
QR GRXEW WKDW WKH DQVZHUV RI  WKH \RXWK
ZHUH SRVLWLYH LQ VRPH GLPHQVLRQV )RU
example, 81.8% totally agree or agree on
the fact that “the process of the transfer
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHZLOOHQKDQFH
creativity and innovation”. This also
applies to other elements, although to
ORZHUH[WHQWVVXFKDV´WKHSURFHVVRI WKH
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHZLOO
contribute to revitalising the economy,”
“the process of the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH ZLOO FRQWULEXWH WR WKH
reduction of unemployment” and “the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH LQ
the Arab countries is vital for the future
RI WKHVHFRXQWULHVµZKHUHWKHSURSRUWLRQV
RI  ´WRWDOO\ DJUHHµ DQG ´DJUHHµ ZHUH
respectively at 79.7%, 76.4% and 71.3%.
Other aspects registered positive feedback
such as the argument that “the process of
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
can contribute to reinforcing the economic
FRPSHWLWLRQµ ZLWK D  DJUHHPHQW
total agreement rate. All the results indicate
WKDW \RXQJ SHRSOH DUH DZDUH RI  ZKDW
NQRZOHGJHDQGWKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQ
RI NQRZOHGJHFDQRIIHU

+RZHYHU SDUWLFLSDQWV·V UHVSRQVHV RQ RWKHU
elements raise some concerns. For example,
RI SDUWLFLSDQWVWHQGWRDJUHHZLWKWKH
argument “the process of the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHLVQRWDPRQJWKH
FXUUHQW FRQFHUQV RI  \RXQJ SHRSOHµ ZKHUH
38.4% of the respondents expressed their
total agreement. Similar results, although at
ORZHU UDWHV ZHUH QRWHG IRU WKH DUJXPHQWV
that “the process of the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHZLOOFRQWULEXWHWR
marginalising local products,” “the process
RI WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
ZLOOFRQWULEXWHWRPRUHGHSHQGHQF\RI WKH
$UDEZRUOGRQWKH:HVWµDQG´WKHSURFHVVRI 
WKH WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
can contribute to changing the societies’
FXOWXUDO FKDUDFWHUVµ ZKHUH UHVSRQGHQWV
WHQGHG WR GLVDJUHH ZLWK WKHVH WHUPV ZLWK
DQGUHVSHFWLYHO\*LYHQ
WKHVH UDWHV ZH FDQ VHQVH VRPH FRQFHUQ
among the youth regarding the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDVDFRQVLGHUDEOH
number of participants feel that it could
reinforce a subordination to the West and
change the cultural characteristics of the
UAE or contribute to the marginalisation of
local products.
$OWKRXJKWKHVHYLHZVDUHPDUNHGE\DODFN
RI VXIÀFLHQWXQGHUVWDQGLQJRI WKHQDWXUHRI 
WKH WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
a process that can actually lead to a more
competitive capacity in the global market,
WKH\DOVRFDPHFRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKHÀQGLQJV
RI  WKH TXDOLWDWLYH VWXG\ KLJKOLJKWLQJ WKDW
some young people and experts fear the
obliteration of the Arabic language and that
of the national identity. They have called, and
RQPRUHWKDQRQHRFFDVLRQIRUFDXWLRQZKHQ
WUDQVIHUULQJ NQRZOHGJH FODLPLQJ WKDW RQO\
NQRZOHGJHEHQHÀFLDOWRWKHFRXQWU\VKRXOG
EH WUDQVIHUUHG ZLWKRXW DIIHFWLQJ LWV FXOWXUH
DQG LGHQWLW\ 7KH FRXQWU\ VKRXOG ZRUN RQ
clarifying these issues and reassuring young
people that the processes of the transfer,
localisation, production and employment of
NQRZOHGJHLVLQWKHLQWHUHVWVRI WKHVRFLHW\·V
advancement and a necessity for this era.

ZHFDQVHQVHVRPH
concern among the
youth regarding
the transfer and
localisation of
NQRZOHGJHDVD
considerable number
of participants feel
that it could reinforce
a subordination
to the West and
change the cultural
characteristics of the
UAE or contribute to
the marginalisation
of local products

,Q WHUPV RI  FDWDO\VWV DQG REVWDFOHV IDFLQJ
the integration of the youth into the
SURFHVVHV RI  NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG
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Table 4.17

Students' Opinions on Motivating and Impeding Factors in the Integration of the Youth in the Transfer and Localisation
Processes
Required and
Available

Required but Not Not Required but
Available
Available

Not Required and
Not Available

a- Social participation (such as the participation in
associations…)

63.3

20.1

9.9

6.7

E3URYLGLQJÀQGLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVSODFHVRI ZRUNIRU
young people

51.4

43.1

3.1

2.4

c- Cultural participation (attendance/participation in
cultural activities, arts, theatre, poetic evenings, reading)

76.3

12.1

7.1

4.5

57

30

8

5

H)RUHLJQODQJXDJHVSURÀFLHQF\

65.4

24.2

9.2

1.2

f- Gender non-discrimination

72.4

15.8

7.5

4.3

g- Traditions, cultures, and common practices

80.1

14.1

3.8

2

G$UDELFODQJXDJHSURÀFLHQF\

Students' responses
concerning rights and
freedoms registered
KLJKUDWHVZLWK
mostly “excellent”
or “good” levels

ORFDOLVDWLRQ WKH UHVXOWV VKRZQ LQ 7DEOH
 GHPRQVWUDWH WKDW VWXGHQWV YLHZHG
FXOWXUDO DQG VRFLDO HIIHFWLYHQHVV DV ZHOO DV
SURÀFLHQF\LQ(QJOLVKDQG$UDELFODQJXDJHV
WR EH DPRQJ WKH UHTXLUHG DQG DYDLODEOH
HOHPHQWVWKRXJKLQYDU\LQJOHYHOV+RZHYHU
the previously presented outcomes of
surveys demonstrated that social and
cultural effectiveness among participating
VWXGHQWV ZHUH EHORZ WKH UHTXLUHG OHYHOV
The same applies to mastering English and
Arabic languages. This could be interpreted
by the youth tendency to give the “socially
DFFHSWDEOH DQVZHUµ ZKHQ DQVZHULQJ WKHVH
TXHVWLRQV 0HDQZKLOH WKH RWKHU LVVXH LV
that a proportion of young people have
expressed concern about job opportunities.
This can be attributed to the rapid changes
in the labour market in the UAE that may
QRWDOZD\VEHLQOLQHZLWKWKHVSHFLDOLVDWLRQV
of the young Emiratis, despite the various
government programmes that address

the youth and positioning them in various
sectors.
Students' responses concerning rights and
IUHHGRPVUHJLVWHUHGKLJKUDWHVZLWKPRVWO\
“excellent” or “good” levels. Most categories
H[FHHGHG  DSSURYDO UDWHV ,Q IDFW WKH
SHUFHQWDJH RI  WKRVH DIÀUPLQJ IUHHGRP RI 
RSLQLRQDQGH[SUHVVLRQZDV 
DQVZHUHG ´H[FHOOHQWµ DQG  ´JRRGµ 
7KH SHUFHQWDJH RI  DIÀUPLQJ WKH IUHHGRP
RI  SULQFLSOHV ZDV   GHVFULEHG
LWDV´H[FHOOHQWµDQGDV´JRRGµ DQG
 FRQÀUPHG WKH SUHVHQFH RI  VRFLDO
MXVWLFH DQVZHUHGE\´H[FHOOHQWµDQG
E\´JRRGµ 
These results are indicative of a positive
trend and an enabling environment that
supports young people in the processes of
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DV
WKHUH LV QR NQRZOHGJH ZLWKRXW IUHHGRPV

Table 4.18

Students' Opinions on the Status of Freedoms and Rights
Excellent

Good

Bad

Very Bad

a- Freedom of opinion and expression

68.6

29.8

1.1

0.5

b- Freedom of principles

82.6

15.6

1.1

0.7

c- Gender non-discrimination

63.1

31.3

4.6

1

d- Social justice

81.4

15.1

2.2

1.3

e- Freedom of individuals to practice their religious beliefs

78.1

20.5

1.3

0.1

f- Availability of an atmosphere of freedoms at university (academic freedoms)

70.4

24.3

4.4

0.9

g- Availability of an atmosphere of freedoms within the family

65.2

31.7

2.2

0.9

h- Respect of personal freedom in society

62.7

31.5

5

0.8
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DV GHPRQVWUDWHG E\ WKH $UDE .QRZOHGJH it to other stages. This group considered that
5HSRUW·V WULDG RI  NQRZOHGJH IUHHGRP DQG WKHWUDQVIHUSUHVXPHVDODFNRI ´NQRZOHGJHµ
development.
ZLWKLQWKHFRXQWU\ZKLFKZLOODOZD\VPDNH
it copy from others and remain subordinate
Outcome of Focus Group
WRWKHP7KLVRSLQLRQZDVVLPLODUWRWKDWRI 
Sessions with the Youth
a small group in the brainstorming session
ZLWK H[SHUWV RQ ZKHWKHU WKH WUDQVIHU RI 
)RFXV JURXSV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG ZLWK D NQRZOHGJHZDVOLQNHGWRGRPLQDQFH ZKLFK
QXPEHURI \RXQJFLWL]HQVDJHGEHWZHHQ ZLOOEHH[SODLQHGLQWKHQH[WVHFWLRQ 
DQGZLWKPDOHVDQGIHPDOHVIURP
various emirates and various backgrounds. Participants in the focus group hoped to
7KH VHVVLRQV ZHUH GHVLJQHG WR H[SORUH move beyond the transfer stage to the stages
WKHLUSRLQWVRI YLHZZLWKUHJDUGVWRVHYHUDO RI  NQRZOHGJH GHYHORSPHQW DGYDQFHPHQW
relevant issues including the transfer and DQGH[SRUWWRRWKHUFRXQWULHV7KLVZLOOWDNH
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHWKHUROHRI WKH SODFH WKH\ FODLPHG RQO\ LI  ´ZH FRQVLGHU
\RXWK WKH UHTXLUHG VNLOOV DQG YDOXHV DQG creativity a complementary stage to the
VWDJHVRI WKHNQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUµWUDQVIHU
the enabling environments.
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ ZLOO OHDG WR LQQRYDWLRQ
Support for the Concept of Openness
RU D FXOWXUH RI  QHZ NQRZOHGJH WR EH
and the Transfer and Localisation of
later transferred. They gave examples of
Knowledge
WKH FRXQWU\ VHWWLQJ LWV RZQ VWDQGDUGV LQ
URDGV DQG EULGJHV ZKLOH EHQHÀWLQJ IURP
Participants engaged in a transparent international standards and expertise. The
GLVFXVVLRQ RI  WKHVH WRSLFV DQG LW ZDV fact that this proposal came from a group
remarkably active. Concerning their of young Emiratis strongly suggest their
opinions on the transfer and localisation of XQTXHQFKDEOH GHVLUH WR PRYH WRZDUGV WKH
NQRZOHGJHVRPHVXSSRUWHGWKHSURFHVVRI  WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DV
WKH NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG UHJDUGHG LW DV ZHOO DV WRZDUGV LWV ORFDO FXOWLYDWLRQ DQG WR
DQLPSRUWDQWVWHSWKDWVKRXOGEHIROORZHG FRQWULEXWHWRWKHJOREDONQRZOHGJH
by further steps including "the adaptation
RI  NQRZOHGJH WR EHWWHU VXLW WKH (PLUDWL $V IRU NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVDWLRQ SDUWLFLSDQWV
HQYLURQPHQW LQ OLQH ZLWK WKH VRFLHW\ V QRWHG WKDW WKH FRQFHSW RI  NQRZOHGJH
culture and identity". Supporters of this ORFDOLVDWLRQ ZDV UHODWLYHO\ QHZ WR WKHP
YLHZSRLQW VWUHVVHG WKDW WKLV SURFHVV RI  UH The majority considered that the term
drafting or the so-called acculturation or ´ORFDOLVDWLRQµ UHIHUV WR WKH DFTXLVLWLRQ
adaptation must be conducted in accordance RI  NQRZOHGJH E\ 8$( 1DWLRQDOV DV WKH\
ZLWK D VFLHQWLÀF PHWKRGRORJ\ VR WKDW WKH believed that non-Emirati residents, no
IRXQGDWLRQV RI  WUDQVIHUUHG NQRZOHGJH PDWWHUKRZORQJWKH\VWD\HGLQWKHFRXQWU\
could not be lost or become ponderous. ZRXOG ´JR EDFN WR WKHLU FRXQWULHVµ 7KH
This group of participants did not see any UHVLGHQWVRU´H[SHUWVµDVWKH\ZHUHGHVFULEHG
GUDZEDFNV LQ WKH WUDQVIHU RI  NQRZOHGJH FDUU\NQRZOHGJHDQGDUHFXUUHQWO\SUHVHQWLQ
arguing that the UAE is only 43 years old, the country, but may not be in the future.
and as other countries have progressed, it is So “in order to maintain the stability of the
YHU\ORJLFDOWREHQHÀWIURPWKHVHFRXQWULHV· VRFLHW\ RQ WKH ORQJ UXQ WKLV NQRZOHGJH
H[SHULHQFHV DQG NQRZOHGJH DQG EXLOG RQ must be transferred”. Therefore, many of
them.
the participants stressed the importance
RI  EHQHÀWWLQJ IURP WKH PDMRULW\ RI  WKH
$VPDOOJURXSRI SDUWLFLSDQWVVDZWKDWWKH UHVLGHQWV DQG WUDQVIHULQJ WKH NQRZOHGJH
SURFHVV RI  WUDQVIHU LWVHOI  ZDV D QHJDWLYH DQG H[SHULHQFHV WKH\ KDYH DV ZHOO DV
one because the process of transfer “documenting” it in order to retain and
includes importing. The group feared that DFFXPXODWHLWVRWKHVWDWHZRXOGQRWUHPDLQ
WKH FRXQWU\ ZRXOG UHPDLQ LQ WKH FLUFOH RI  ´DOZD\VGHSHQGHQWRQDQH[WHUQDOVRXUFHµ
WUDQVIHUDQGLPSRUWZLWKRXWPRYLQJEH\RQG Some considered that the localisation of

The majority
considered
that the term
“localisation” refers
WRWKHDFTXLVLWLRQRI 
NQRZOHGJHE\8$(
Nationals, as they
believed that nonEmirati residents, no
PDWWHUKRZORQJWKH\
stayed in the country,
ZRXOG´JREDFNWR
their countries

Results of the Field Study

89

NQRZOHGJH´FRQWUDGLFWHGµZLWKLWVWUDQVIHU
EHFDXVH NQRZOHGJH PRYHV WR WKH LQVLGH
IURPWKHRXWVLGHZKLOHORFDOLVDWLRQUHÁHFWV
WKH GLIIXVLRQ RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH DPRQJ
(PLUDWL FLWL]HQV +RZHYHU LW VKRXOG EH
QRWHG KHUH WKDW NQRZOHGJH LV WUDQVIHUDEOH
ZKHQ PRYLQJ IURP WKH RXWVLGH WR WKH
LQVLGH EXW LW PXVW EH WUDQVIHUUHG ZLWKLQ
WKHFRXQWU\DVZHOO7KHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI D
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\GRHVQRWPHDQEULQJLQJ
DQG LPSRUWLQJ NQRZOHGJH WKHQ ORFDOLVLQJ
LWZLWKLQVSHFLÀFERGLHVRULQGLYLGXDOVEXW
UDWKHU VSUHDGLQJ NQRZOHGJH DPRQJ ODUJH
VHJPHQWV RI  VRFLHW\ DQG UHQHZLQJ LW ZLWK
time.

As for the concept
of “Territorisation
RI .QRZOHGJHµ²LH
NHHSLQJNQRZOHGJH
LQDVSHFLÀFVSDFH
not localised among
citizens – some
SDUWLFLSDQWVYLHZHG
WKLVNQRZOHGJH
as a source of
pride because
“the fostering
environment is an
Emirati environment
and the product
is made in UAE
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As for the concept of “Territorisation of
.QRZOHGJHµ²LHNHHSLQJNQRZOHGJHLQD
VSHFLÀFVSDFHQRWORFDOLVHGDPRQJFLWL]HQV
²VRPHSDUWLFLSDQWVYLHZHGWKLVNQRZOHGJH
as a source of pride because “the fostering
environment is an Emirati environment and
the product is made in UAE”. They added
WKDWWKH8$(KDVDOORZHGPDQ\LQWHOOLJHQW
individuals and experts of different
QDWLRQDOLWLHVWROLYHLQWKHFRXQWU\ZRUNRQ
WKHSURGXFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDQGFRPSHWH
in the global market. Therefore, this is
NQRZOHGJH SURGXFHG RQ WKH WHUULWRU\ RI 
the country, such as “the manufacturing of
GURQHVµRU´DOWHUQDWLYHHQHUJ\VRXUFHVµ,Q
contrast, others considered that this kind of
NQRZOHGJHFRXOGEHDIIHFWHGE\DQ\VKRFN
DQG ZDV XQVXVWDLQDEOH 7KH SURGXFWLRQ
IDFWRUV WKDW DUH EDVHG RQ WKLV NQRZOHGJH
are currently present in the UAE for certain
reasons, and once these reasons disappear,
WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH FRXOG EH
suspended. This demonstrates that the
SDUWLFLSDQWV· YLHZV RQ WHUULWRULVDWLRQ ZHUH
dominated by the transfer and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJHDPRQJFLWL]HQVDQGQRWMXVW
WKHNQRZOHGJHPDVWHUHGE\UHVLGHQWVRQO\
,WZDVFOHDUIURPWKHGLVFXVVLRQJURXSVWKDW
SDUWLFLSDQWVZHUHDZDUHWKDWNQRZOHGJHZDV
PRELOHDQGFRXOGJRZKHUHYHUWKHIDFLOLWLHV
IRULWVJURZWKDUHORFDWHG7KHODWWHULVWUXH
DVNQRZOHGJHLVDIIHFWHGE\PDQ\IDFWRUV
including economic and political aspects,
FRQÁLFWVDQGWHQVLRQV

Nationals must be distinguished in several
vital areas. These should not be limited to
transfer, adaptation and territorisation, but
should also expand to creativity, excellence
and pioneering at the international
OHYHO LQ RUGHU WR JUDGXDOO\ ZLGHQ WKRVH
spheres. One participant mentioned the
LVVXH RI  ´NQRZOHGJH PDQDJHPHQWµ DQG
proposed the establishment of a guide and
PHFKDQLVPV IRU GHDOLQJ ZLWK NQRZOHGJH
QRWRQO\IRUDVSHFLÀFPLQLVWU\GLUHFWRUDWH
or individual, but also at the comprehensive
societal level through the establishment of
D SXEOLF ERG\ IRU NQRZOHGJH 7KHVH WZR
proposals are considered important for
WKH 8$( LQ LWV TXHVW IRU WKH WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 3LRQHHULQJ LQ
VSHFLÀFVFLHQWLÀFGRPDLQVLVUHFRPPHQGHG
for several reasons, due to the small
population of the UAE and the lack of
specialised citizens in many domains. As
a beginning, the country can focus on a
IHZVSHFLÀFSULRULWLHVDQGWKHQH[SDQGWR
other areas. As for the second proposal
² WR HVWDEOLVK D ERG\ IRU NQRZOHGJH
– it aims at coordinating and unifying
efforts so that the concerned institutions
ZRXOG QRW H[SHULHQFH GLVFRQQHFWLRQ
miscommunication,
disharmony
or
duplication of efforts in pursuing their
objectives and strategies.

,QDGGLWLRQWRHPSKDVLVLQJWKHLPSRUWDQFH
RI  HPEUDFLQJ WKH LVVXH RI  NQRZOHGJH
management as a national project, the
majority of the participants tended to
consider change as leadership driven
through its commitment to the transfer
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KLV ZDV
H[SUHVVHG E\ WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV DV IROORZV
´:H DUH WULEDO SHRSOH ZKR IROORZ WKHLU
leaders” and “if the leader is committed,
HYHU\RQHLVµ7KHVHZRUGVFDQEHH[SODLQHG
LQ WZR ZD\V WKH ÀUVW LV WKDW WKH OHDGHU
referred to here is the leader of the country
and the rulers, and there is no doubting of
the commitment of the political leadership
at the highest levels and its support for
WKH NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU ORFDOLVDWLRQ DQG
production. Such commitment is most
clearly evidenced through the Mohammed
Another group considered that, at the ELQ5DVKLG$O0DNWRXP)RXQGDWLRQZKLFK
very least, intelligent individuals among ZDVSUHYLRXVO\PHQWLRQHGDQGZKLFKZLOOEH
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addressed in some detail in the last chapter.
+RZHYHUWKHUHVHDUFKWHDPFRQMHFWXUHGWKDW
the leader referred to here is the “manager”
DWZRUNZKLFKUDLVHVFRQFHUQ6RPH\RXQJ
people mentioned that their managers at
ZRUN ZHUH QRW SURDFWLYH GLG QRW WDNH WKH
initiative and even impeded the transfer
RI NQRZOHGJHRQO\EHFDXVHLWLVVRPHWKLQJ
QHZWRWKHLUPDQDJHPHQWVW\OH+HQFHWKH
demands of the youth that all managers and
leaders be committed to the transfer of all
QHZ NQRZOHGJH WR WKH LQVWLWXWLRQ VKRXOG
QRW EH LJQRUHG ,W ZDV IXUWKHU FRQÀUPHG
WKURXJK WKH EUDLQVWRUPLQJ VHVVLRQ ZLWK
FLWL]HQH[SHUWVWKDWZRUNLQVWLWXWLRQVKHDGHG
E\DPDQDJHUVRPHWLPHVVWRRGLQWKHZD\RI 
DVSLULQJPHPEHUVRI WKH\RXWKZKRWULHGWR
EULQJQHZLGHDVDQGNQRZOHGJH
The Importance of Youth Participation
and Formation for Building the
Knowledge Society: Between Ambitions
and Limitations
3DUWLFLSDQWV ZHUH DZDUH RI  WKH \RXWK·V
important role in the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KH\ VDZ WKDW
“young people are an energy which, if not exploited
positively, will turn into a negative energy”.
Accordingly, the youth should be relied
on, trained and given the opportunity to
OHDGLQWKLVUROH+RZHYHUWKHSDUWLFLSDQWV
VSOLW LQWR WZR JURXSV ZKHQ GLVFXVVLQJ WKH
role of education in helping students and
\RXQJSHRSOHDFTXLULQJWKHNQRZOHGJHDQG
skills that facilitate their integration into
WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DQGWKHWUDQVIHURI 
NQRZOHGJH2QHJURXSVDLGWKDWWKHUHZDV
DQ LPEDODQFH EHWZHHQ HGXFDWLRQ RXWSXWV
DQG ODERXU PDUNHW UHTXLUHPHQWV ZKDW
VWXGHQWV DUH OHDUQLQJ ZDV QRW VLJQLÀFDQWO\
VHUYLQJ WKH ODERXU PDUNHW +RZHYHU WKH
majority of the participants felt that the
educational system faced real problems.
This system, they claimed, should be
´WKH VRXUFH RI  NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHUµ 7KH
problems mentioned included the limited
HQUROPHQW LQ VRPH PDMRUV ZKLOH RWKHUV
ZHUH YHU\ SRSXODU VXFK DV PHGLD DQG
PDQDJHPHQW ZKHUHDV RWKHUV ZHUH QRQ
existent. Participants recommended that
XQLYHUVLWLHV VWRS ÁRRGLQJ WKH PDUNHW ZLWK
FHUWDLQ PDMRUV DQG LQYHVW LQ QHZ VXEMHFWV

IRUVWXGHQWVSURYLGHGWKH\DUHUHTXLUHGLQ
the labour market. Some participants also
SRLQWHGWRWKHZHDNIRUPDWLRQDWXQLYHUVLW\
stages, to the extent that some “reached
university and cannot express their opinions or
formulate their own ideas”.
6FLHQWLÀFVSHFLDOLVDWLRQDWXQLYHUVLW\DQGIRU
SRVWJUDGXDWH VWXGLHV LV LPSRUWDQW ZKHQ
discussing the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH $ UHDO WUDQVIHU RI  VFLHQWLÀF
NQRZOHGJH FDQQRW WDNH SODFH ZLWKRXW D
considerable number of specialists. These
VSHFLDOLVWV VKRXOG H[SORUH QHZ UHVHDUFK
LVVXHV DQG FRPSOHWH ZKDW VSHFLDOLVWV LQ
other countries have started. Another
controversial issue, as claimed by the
participants in the brainstorming session,
is that many students both female and
PDOH UHDFK XQLYHUVLW\ ZLWKRXW ZULWWHQ
communication skills. Although this may
seem an opinion subject to negotiation, the
ÀHOGVWXG\VXSSRUWHGLW5HVXOWVVKRZHGWKDW
SDUWLFLSDQWV· VNLOOV LQ ZULWWHQ (QJOLVK DQG
$UDELF ZHUH DPRQJ WKH ZHDNHVW FRJQLWLYH
VNLOOV <RXWK LQ WKH EUDLQVWRUPLQJ VHVVLRQ
ZHUHDZDUHDQGUHFRJQLVHGWKHVHZHDNQHVVHV
among their peers and, therefore, their
YLHZSRLQWV VKRXOG EH WDNHQ LQWR VHULRXV
consideration.
During the focus group session,
participants also expressed that students
did not plan for their majors or future
FDUHHUV  :KHQ DVNHG ´ZKDW ZLOO \RXU
SURIHVVLRQEHRQFH\RXJUDGXDWHDQGZKDW
ZLOO\RXPDMRULQ"µPDQ\UHVSRQGHGZLWK
WKH IROORZLQJ ´wherever we get to work and
get the best privileges”. Students should be
EHWWHUSUHSDUHGWRDQVZHUTXHVWLRQVDERXW
VSHFLDOLVDWLRQVZKLOHVWLOODWVFKRRODVLWZLOO
KHOSWKHPWKLQNLQGLIIHUHQWZD\VWKDWDUH
QRW VROHO\ IRFXVHG RQ VDODULHV +RZHYHU
WKHUHDOLW\RI VFKRROVWRGD\GRHVQRWDOORZ
students to do so. Once again, there seems
WREHDSUREOHPZLWK\RXQJSHRSOH·VYLVLRQ
of the future. They are dominated by
material considerations and the value of
the salary. The importance of the salary
in building and securing a young person’s
future and needs cannot be neglected,
but the over-emphasis on income and the
refusal to practice a certain profession

Some young people
mentioned that their
PDQDJHUVDWZRUN
ZHUHQRWSURDFWLYH
did not take the
initiative and even
impeded the transfer
RI NQRZOHGJH
only because
it is something
QHZWRWKHLU
management style
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EHFDXVH RI  LWV LQFRPH XQGRXEWHGO\ VKRZ
that professions have turned into products
(as the theoretical study indicated). On
WKHRWKHUKDQGZHPXVWQRWGLVFULPLQDWH
DJDLQVW D SHUVRQ ZKR FKRRVHV WKH
SURIHVVLRQ RU MRE ZLWK WKH KLJKHVW VDODU\
as family, society, school and university
SXVK VWXGHQWV WR GR VR +RZHYHU WKH
country must not stand idly by on this
issue but should raise the value of the
SURIHVVLRQVUHODWHGWRNQRZOHGJHVFLHQFHV
DQG VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK 2QO\ WKHQ ZLOO
larger domains of future careers be open
WR\RXQJSHRSOHZKRZLOOKDYHWKHFKDQFH
to actively participate in the establishment
RI WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DQGEHQHÀWIURP
its outputs in the UAE.
The Development of Skills: An
Important Necessity for Knowledge
The establishment
RI WKHNQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\ZLOOQRWWDNH
SODFHZLWKRXWUHDGLQJ
instilling a love to
UHDGDQGZLWKRXW
making reading a
part of children and
the youth lives
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Some participants pointed out that students
ZHUH LQ GLUH QHHG RI  OHDUQLQJ QHZ VNLOOV
6XFKVNLOOVZRXOGKHOSWKHPLQWKHIXWXUH
to continuously learn and develop their
NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVHLW$PRQJ
these are also the skills of critical thinking
and social intelligence. Supporters of this
opinion pointed out that the students are
QRWHPSRZHUHGWRFUHDWHWKHLURZQOLQHRI 
thought as students are taught that “his or
her opinion should be that of the book… and what
is written in the book is right... we even memorised
mathematics lessons!” This group noted that
“the child is exhausted by routine, and grows up
hating books until they become the enemies”. And
WKLV LV DSSDUHQW ZLWK XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWV
because they “do not read books, but memorise
parts from the summaries and the presentations
of the professors”. The establishment of
WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ ZLOO QRW WDNH SODFH
ZLWKRXW UHDGLQJ LQVWLOOLQJ D ORYH WR UHDG
DQG ZLWKRXW PDNLQJ UHDGLQJ D SDUW RI 
children and the youth lives. The child or
\RXQJSHUVRQZKRKDVWKHVDPHRSLQLRQDV
WKHERRNZLOOQRWEHDEOHWRSURGXFHQHZ
NQRZOHGJH+HUHLQOLHVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI 
FKDQJLQJ HGXFDWLRQ YLHZV DQG WHDFKLQJ
PHWKRGV ZKLFK LV D FRPSOH[ LVVXH QRW
only restricted to the UAE, but to all other
countries adopting relative standardisation
in education. Educational systems
IROORZLQJVWDQGDUGFULWHULDZKHUHERWKWKH

Arab Knowledge Report 2014: Youth and Localisation of Knowledge

WHDFKHUDQGWKHVWXGHQWDUHHYDOXDWHGZLOO
inevitably lead to a greater focus on the
achievement of the teacher and the student
ZKR FXUUHQWO\ UHO\ RQ PHPRULVDWLRQ WR
obtain recognition and scores and prove
WKHLU DFKLHYHPHQWV 7KH ÀQDO FKDSWHU ZLOO
GLVFXVVDSURSRVHGYLVLRQIRUGHDOLQJZLWK
this problem in the Emirati educational
system.
$QLPSRUWDQWZD\WRKHOSWKH\RXWKPDVWHU
learning and thinking skills, in a manner that
ZRXOGHQDEOHWKHPWRWUDQVIHUNQRZOHGJH
is by cultivating an interest in reading. This
LVWKHSULRULW\IRUFULWLFDOWKLQNLQJ+RZHYHU
according to some participants, schools fail
to take this into consideration. Throughout
their years of study, students do not have
WKHRSSRUWXQLW\WREULQJQHZNQRZOHGJHLQ
VRKRZFDQWKH\EULQJLWLQDIWHUZRUNLQJ
in a certain profession? As one expert puts
it: “restricting students’ intellectual abilities
DQGGHÀQLQJWKHLUOLQHVRI WKRXJKWKDPSHU
their ability to innovate and transfer
NQRZOHGJHDQGOLPLWVWKHLUIXWXUHVXFFHVVµ
One group of participants also pointed
RXW WKH GHÀFLHQF\ LQ VWXGHQW FRXQVHOOLQJ
VHUYLFHVDQGWKHODFNRI VXIÀFLHQWDZDUHQHVV
to help them in determining their “personal
ZLOOµ DQG ´FKRLFHVµ 6RPH DOVR H[SUHVVHG
WKH QHHG WR QXUWXUH WKH ZLOO DQG FXULRVLW\
in children and teach parents about the
importance of reading and providing
FKLOGUHQ ZLWK RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR H[SUHVV
their ideas, discuss them and develop
their cognitive intelligence and foster their
creative ideas.
6RPH SDUWLFLSDQWV QRWHG WKH GHÀFLHQF\
LQ QDWLRQDO FRPSHWHQFLHV LQ WKH ÀHOGV RI 
VFLHQFHV DQG VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK DGGLQJ
WKDW WKH\ GR QRW LPDJLQH DQ\ NQRZOHGJH
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ ZLWKRXW QDWLRQDO
researchers and scientists. They noted
WKDW PDQ\ FLWL]HQV REWDLQ KLJK VFLHQWLÀF
degrees, such as PhDs, but then stop
learning. They regard the degree as the
HQG RI  WKH URDG DQG D TXDOLÀFDWLRQ IRU D
SRVLWLRQ 7KH\ DOVR QRWHG WKDW WKHUH ZDV
a serious shortage of research centres as
ZHOO DV D JHQHUDO WUHQG WRZDUGV VWHHULQJ
DZD\IURPWKHVHGRPDLQV

Criticism of the Successive Educational
Plans

emanates from being loyal to the homeland
DQG DZDUH RI  WKH IXWXUH 3DUWLFLSDQWV
demanded that there be incentives for
Some participants feared that the educational DQ\RQHZKRPDVWHUVDSDUWLFXODUGRPDLQLQ
system might give the impression that order to set an example for other citizens.
LW LV LPSURYLQJ ZKLOH LWV RXWSXWV FDQQRW
FRPSHWH ZLWK SHRSOH ZKR KDYH UHFHLYHG Activating the Role of the Private Sector
their education abroad. Nothing is more
indicative of this than the adoption of Some participants considered that private
VXFFHVVLYH LQLWLDWLYHV ZKHUH VRPH RI  WKHVH VHFWRULVUHTXLUHGWRLQWHJUDWH\RXQJSHRSOH
initiatives are even launched before the in companies and give them the opportunity
RWKHUV HQG DQG ZLWKRXW FDUU\LQJ RXW DQ WROHDUQQHZVNLOOVDQGJDLQH[SHULHQFH$OVR
DVVHVVPHQWWKDWVKRZVWKHLPSDFWVXFFHVVRU localisation in professions should not be
IDLOXUHRI LWVSUHGHFHVVRU7KLVZLOOEHPRUH limited to a rate or a number of citizens,
HYLGHQWZKHQZHGLVFXVVWKHEUDLQVWRUPLQJ it should rather be expanded to enable
WKH WUDQVIHU RI  NQRZOHGJH DQG H[SHUWLVH
VHVVLRQZLWKH[SHUWV
WR FLWL]HQV .QRZOHGJH LV QRW RQO\ OLPLWHG
to the public sector or the private sector;
The Important Role of the Media
WKHUH PXVW EH DQ LQWHUVHFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH
6RPH SDUWLFLSDQWV YLHZHG PHGLD DV RQH WZR VHFWRUV ZLWK UHJDUGV WR WKH WUDQVIHU
of the enabling and supporting elements ORFDOLVDWLRQ DQG SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
IRU WKH GLVVHPLQDWLRQ RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH Non-governmental institutions in the
based culture in the country. According to FRXQWU\RUZKDWLVUHIHUUHGWRE\VRPHDV
them, the media plays an important role the “civil society”, are also important in the
in shaping the mind-sets of young people. WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
Some participants criticised the fact that
the media copies American programmes, Outcomes of the UAE Workshop
immersing young people in American
culture, for example, more so than the Considering the importance of the
Arab culture. Broadcasting programmes HIÀFLHQW LQWHJUDWLRQ RI  \RXQJ (PLUDWLV LQ
similar to Western ones is nothing more WKH NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ
WKDQ D ´FRS\ DQG SDVWHµ SURFHVV WKDW ZLOO SURFHVVHVV IRU WKH FRPPXQLW\ DV D ZKROH
QRWFRQWULEXWHWREUHHGLQJQHZNQRZOHGJH DQG LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK SDUWLFLSDWRU\
and skills. Moreover, the content of SULQFLSOH WKDW ZDV DGRSWHG LQ WKH
these programmes is alien to the Emirati preparation of the report, a brainstorming
environment. Participants suggested ZRUNVKRS ZDV KHOG RQ 'HFHPEHU 
reconsidering the media industry in the  $ERXW  VWDNHKROGHUV DWWHQGHG WKH
country, so that its role becomes more ZRUNVKRS LQFOXGLQJ GHFLVLRQPDNHUV DQG
involved in motivating citizens to learn, representatives of the sectors of civil society,
highlighting the value of scientists and the government and academia. A number of
innovators, and presenting role models. Emirati youth and experts also participated
Some participants also pointed out the LQ WKH GLVFXVVLRQV DQG WKH ZRUNVKRS LQ
issue of instilling patriotism in the hearts DGGLWLRQ WR D JURXS RI  H[SHUWV ZRUNLQJ LQ
of young people through the media: WKHÀHOGRI NQRZOHGJHDQGWKHNQRZOHGJH
“Young people must maintain the achievements economy.
of their country... each individual should feel that
he or she is an integral part of the development 'HEDWHVDQGGLVFXVVLRQVZHUHIRFXVHGRQWKH
of the country as a whole”. Moreover, some most important related issues. Concerning
considered that the role of the youth in WKH FRQFHSW RI  NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVDWLRQ
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH participants felt that the issue should be
is linked to citizenship, patriotism and the regarded as a large system to be achieved
sense of belonging to the homeland. One ZLWKLQWKHFRPPXQLW\RQPDQ\OHYHOVDQGE\
participant even considered that enabling many institutions, including the Ministry of

Some participants
considered that
private sector is
UHTXLUHGWRLQWHJUDWH
young people in
companies and give
them the opportunity
WROHDUQQHZVNLOOV
and gain experience.
Also, localisation in
professions should
not be limited to a
rate or a number of
citizens, it should
rather be expanded
to enable the transfer
RI NQRZOHGJHDQG
expertise to citizens
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Box 4.2
4-2

Ministerial Proposals to Raise a Generation of Good Citizens Who Are
&RQÀGHQWRI 7KHLU$ELOLWLHVDQG$EOHWR:RUNLQWKH:RUOGRI WKH)XWXUH
'XULQJ WKH ZRUNVKRS FRQGXFWHG IRU WKLV UHSRUW KLV ([FHOOHQF\ WKH 8$( 0LQLVWHU
RI  Education,
of
(GXFDWLRQ stated
VWDWHGthat
WKDWHis
+LVHighness
+LJKQHVVSheikh
6KHLNKMohammed
0RKDPPHGbin
ELQRashid
5DVKLGAlZDQWHG
Maktoum
WKH
Mohammed
ZDQWHG
WKH 0RKDPPHG
bin Rashid Foundation
ELQ 5DVKLG to
$Obe
0DNWRXP
an incubator
)RXQGDWLRQ
for theWR
creations
EH DQ LQFXEDWRU
of sons and
IRU
GDXJKWHUV
WKH
FUHDWLYLW\
LQ WKH
RI  VRQV
$UDEDQG
UHJLRQ
GDXJKWHUV
DQG DLQ
SODWIRUP
WKH $UDE
WRUHJLRQ
ODXQFKDQG
WKH NQRZOHGJH
D SODWIRUP WRZDUGV
VRFLHW\ DQG
WKH
WKDW ++ WKH 6KHLNK KDG UHTXHVWHG PRUH IRFXVHG HIIRUWV LQ WKH DUHD RI  HPSRZHULQJ
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\++WKH6KHLNKKDGUHTXHVWHGPRUHIRFXVHGHIIRUWVLQWKHDUHDRI
WKH \RXQJHU JHQHUDWLRQV WR PDVWHU DQG HPSOR\ NQRZOHGJH DQG LQQRYDWH VXVWDLQDEOH
HPSRZHULQJWKH\RXQJHUJHQHUDWLRQVWRPDVWHUDQGHPSOR\NQRZOHGJHDQGLQQRYDWH
VROXWLRQV WRVROXWLRQV
VXVWDLQDEOH
IDFH WKHWR
FKDOOHQJHV
IDFH WKHRIFKDOOHQJHV
 NQRZOHGJH
RI LQ
NQRZOHGJH
WKH $UDELQ
ZRUOG
WKH $UDE
7KH )RXQGDWLRQ
ZRUOG 7KH
VWUHVVHVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI HPSRZHULQJWKH\RXWKE\RIIHULQJLQQRYDWLYHLQLWLDWLYHVWR
)RXQGDWLRQVWUHVVHVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI
HPSRZHULQJWKH\RXWKE\RIIHULQJLQQRYDWLYH
contributetotocontribute
initiatives
the preparation
to the of
preparation
a generation
of aofgeneration
future leaders
of future
and raise
leaders
theand
aspired-for
raise the
JHQHUDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHPDNHUV
DVSLUHGIRUJHQHUDWLRQRI
NQRZOHGJHPDNHUV
+LV ([FHOOHQF\ WKH 0LQLVWHU VWUHVVHG WKDW ZLWK WKH ´8$( 9LVLRQ µ WKH (PLUDWL
SHRSOH DUH ORRNLQJ IRU DQ HYHQ EHWWHU IXWXUH ZLWK UHIHUHQFH WR WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI 
EULQJLQJXSDJHQHUDWLRQRI JRRGFLWL]HQVZKRDUHFRQÀGHQWRI WKHLUDELOLWLHVDQGDEOH
WRZRUNLQWKHZRUOGRI WKHIXWXUH7KHPLQLVWHUFLWHGDVHULHVRI SURSRVDOVWRDFKLHYH
this goal, including:
 Providing advanced national curricula that go beyond the prevailing stage to the
WKLQNLQJVWDJHDQGWKDWSURPRWHKLJKHUVNLOOVDQGNQRZOHGJHUHTXLUHGIRUWKHIXWXUH
ZKLOHFRQÀUPLQJWKDWWKHVHFXUULFXODHPSKDVLVHWKH(PLUDWLYDOXHVRI QDWLRQDOLGHQWLW\
and social traditions;
 3URYLGLQJWKHODWHVWDQGPRVWSRZHUIXOVFLHQWLÀFVHULHVLQWKHFRXUVHVRI VFLHQFHVDQG
mathematics;
 3URYLGLQJWKHODWHVWWHFKQRORJ\PRGHUQWHFKQLTXHVDQGWHDFKLQJPHWKRGVDVVRFLDWHG
ZLWKWKHP
 &RQWLQXLQJ ZLWK GLVVHPLQDWLQJ ODUJHVFDOH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI  WKH 0RKDPPHG
ELQ 5DVKLG 6PDUW /HDUQLQJ 3URJUDPPH LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK D ÀYH\HDU SODQ 7KH
%LQ
Programme is currently being applied in 123 schools. The ministry counts a lot on
WKLVSURJUDPPHWRHQDEOHWKH(PLUDWLSHRSOHWRPDVWHUWKHODQJXDJHRI WKLVHUDZKLFK
ZRXOGHQKDQFHWKHLUUROHLQEXLOGLQJWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
 Developing the academic and professional advising programme and developing a
FXUULFXOXPWRHQDEOH\RXQJSHRSOHWRFKRRVHWKHULJKWGLUHFWLRQWRZDUGVXQLYHUVLW\
DQGEH\RQG5DLVLQJDZDUHQHVVDPRQJ\RXQJSHRSOHZLWKUHJDUGVWRWKHUHTXLUHPHQWV
RI WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DQGWKHQHHGVRI WKHODERXUPDUNHWZKLOHVKRZLQJWKHP
their responsibilities and their expected role in the sustainable development path of
the country;
 Emphasising on the national identity in education, consolidating the Arabic language
in the teaching methods, and nurturing pride in the heritage, culture and traditions;
 3DUWQHULQJ ZLWK YDULRXV HGXFDWLRQDO ERDUGV DQG UHOHYDQW PLQLVWULHV DQG LQVWLWXWLRQV
FRQFHUQHGZLWKWKH\RXWKWRZDUGVUDLVLQJDJHQHUDWLRQRI FLWL]HQVZKRZLOOOHDGWKH
FRXQWU\WRWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

(GXFDWLRQWKH0LQLVWU\RI ,QIRUPDWLRQDQG
other community institutions. All of these
LQVWLWXWLRQVPXVWZRUNWRJHWKHULQKDUPRQ\
WRTXDOLI\\RXQJFDGUHVRI FLWL]HQVWRJDLQ
NQRZOHGJH DQG WKHQ XVH LW LQ WKH RSWLPDO
ZD\GLVVHPLQDWHLWLQWKHFRPPXQLW\HPSOR\
it and develop it. Perhaps this supports
RQHRI WKHLQWHOOHFWXDOIRXQGDWLRQVWKDWZH
GLVFXVVHGLQWKHÀUVWFKDSWHURI WKHUHSRUW
i.e. that the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJHVKRXOGEHUHJDUGHGDVDQDWLRQDO
SURMHFW7KHZD\H[SHUWFLWL]HQVWKLQNZLWK
regards to the implementation of this
SURMHFWZLOOEHFRPHDSSDUHQWODWHULQPRUH
than one instance, through their proposal to
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HVWDEOLVKDERG\WKDWVSRQVRUVNQRZOHGJHLQ
WKHFRXQWU\DQGLGHQWLÀHVWKHFRUUHVSRQGLQJ
national priorities.
Clear Perceptions on the Subject of the
Transfer, Localisation and Employment
of Knowledge
7KH GLVFXVVLRQV QRWHG WKDW NQRZOHGJH KDV
complementary and cumulative properties,
LQ WKH VHQVH WKDW WKH NQRZOHGJH RI  RWKHU
FRXQWULHV PXVW EH EXLOW RQ DQG EHQHÀWHG
from. “Cultural cross-pollination is important, and
human beings have always worked on the transfer
and exchange of knowledge through translation and
exchange of scientists”. +RZHYHU WKH SURFHVV
RI  WKH WUDQVIHU RI  NQRZOHGJH IURP RWKHU
countries should be directed in favour of
WKHSURGXFWLRQRI DQHZNQRZOHGJHVSHFLÀF
WRWKHVRFLHW\7KLVLVZKHQWKHSURFHVVRI 
localisation and employment takes place.
7KHSURFHVVRI NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUPXVWÀUVW
satisfy the needs of the society and emanate
from its culture, and then the localisation
RI NQRZOHGJHZRXOGWDNHSODFH$IWHUWKDW
IRFXVVKRXOGEHRQWKHNQRZOHGJHDVVRFLDWHG
ZLWKWKHFXOWXUDOFRQWH[WRI WKHVRFLHW\DQG
VRFLHW\ VKRXOG HVWDEOLVK LWV RZQ GLVWLQFWLYH
NQRZOHGJH ,I  WKLV GRHV QRW RFFXU WKH
FRPPXQLW\ZLOOUHPDLQLQWKHRUELWRI RWKHU
societies, looking at others, copying from
them and regarding them as models.
,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKH DZDUHQHVV H[SUHVVHG RI 
WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI  NQRZOHGJH SDUWLFLSDQWV
ZHUH DOVR FRQVFLRXV RI  WKH OLQN EHWZHHQ
NQRZOHGJHDQGWKHHFRQRP\DVZHOODVWKH
importance of diversifying the country’s
HFRQRP\ ZLWKRXW UHVWULFWLQJ LW WR WKH
returns of petroleum products. They
FODLPHGWKDW´NQRZOHGJHHPSOR\PHQWDQG
SURGXFWLRQ ZRXOG HQWDLO D GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ
RI WKHHFRQRP\ZKLFKVKRXOGQRWGHSHQG
RQ RLO RU RWKHU WUDGLWLRQDO UHVRXUFHV ,I 
WKLV KDSSHQV WKH FRXQWU\ ZRXOG ZLWQHVV
GHYHORSPHQW LQ YDULRXV ÀHOGV DQG ZLOO QR
ORQJHUDEVROXWHO\UHO\RQRWKHUVEXWZLOOGHDO
ZLWKWKHPFDXWLRXVO\EHFDXVHLWZLOOKDYHLWV
RZQ GLVWLQFWLYH NQRZOHGJHµ 7KH LGHD RI 
cautiousness in economic dealing carries the
meaning of economic competition. This is
RQH RI  WKH GHYHORSPHQW UHTXLUHPHQWV DQG
FRPSHWLWLRQZLOOQRWRFFXUXQOHVVWKH8$(

is able to have something to add to the among students at a young age and lay the
SURGXFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
foundations of pride in the individual and
collective accomplishment, regardless of the
The Most Important Skills and TXDOLW\ZKLFKZLOOFRPHDWDODWHUVWDJH7KH\
Required Elements
DVVHUWHGWKDWWKHODFNRI FRQÀGHQFHDPRQJ
some students in their ability to accomplish
Concerning the means of production of DQ\WKLQJLQ(PLUDWLVRFLHW\ZDVOLQNHGWRWKH
QHZNQRZOHGJHIRUVRFLHW\WKHGLVFXVVLRQV students’ love for scores and their tendency
FRQVWUXFHG D IUDPHZRUN EDVHG RQ to obtain high scores, regardless of the
VWUHQJWKHQLQJÀYHFRPSHWHQFLHVLQFKLOGUHQ means of doing so. For example, some
DQG\RXWK7KHVHFRPSHWHQFLHVZRXOGKHOS pointed out that, in some student circles,
WKHPHIIHFWLYHO\LQWHJUDWHLQWRWKHNQRZOHGJH the phenomenon of resorting to private
society so that they could contribute to the commercial services to assist students in
SURGXFWLRQSURFHVV:KHQZHH[DPLQHWKHVH ZULWLQJ WKHLU UHVHDUFK DQG SURMHFWV ZDV
FRPSHWHQFLHVZHÀQGWKDWWKH\DUHDGHWDLOHG VSUHDGLQJ$VVXFKKRZFDQWKH\RXWKJHW
UHYLHZ RI  VRPH RI  WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW PRWLYDWHG WR ZRUN VHULRXVO\ RQ NQRZOHGJH
GUDZEDFNV WKDW FKLOGUHQ DQG WKH \RXWK ZKHQVXFKRIÀFHVZULWHWKHLUKRPHZRUNDQG
in the UAE should dispose of to be able assignments?
WR PRYH WRZDUGV EXLOGLQJ WKH NQRZOHGJH
society. All concerned institutions (or the so- The second agreed-upon component in
called enabling environments) should help VXSSRUWLQJ WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
WKHP DFKLHYH WKLV 7KH ÀUVW FRPSHWHQF\ LV ZDVWKHVNLOORI VRFLDOQHWZRUNLQJ´EHFDXVH
SURPRWLQJ WKH ORYH RI  NQRZOHGJH DQG WKH ZKDWHYHUWKHNQRZOHGJH\RXSRVVHVVZLWKRXW
culture of achievement. Participants said VRFLDO QHWZRUNLQJ LW ZLOO QRW GR \RX DQ\
NQRZOHGJHLVSRZHUDQGWKRVHZKRSRVVHVV good unless you can deliver it”. A real crossNQRZOHGJH KDYH SRZHU LQGLFDWLQJ WKHLU SROOLQDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH FDQQRW RFFXU
DZDUHQHVV RI  WKH LVVXH RI  NQRZOHGJH LWV ZLWKRXW FRPPXQLFDWLQJ DQG LQWHUDFWLQJ
possession and production. “Natural resources ZLWK RWKHUV RU ZLWKRXW XQGHUVWDQGLQJ
deplete, but knowledge is an inexhaustible wealth”. WKHLU GLIIHUHQW YLHZSRLQWV DQG IUDPHZRUNV
$QGWKHHPSOR\PHQWRI WKLVNQRZOHGJHLV and accepting them. The skill of social
ZKDWOHDGVWRWKHDFKLHYHPHQW´Today, I do QHWZRUNLQJLVLPSRUWDQWLQRUGHUWRHVWDEOLVK
not need a student graduating with honours if he or WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ DQG WKLV LV FOHDUO\
she does not know how to think... We want young obvious at university level. There is less social
people who enjoy knowledge and the ability to employ LQWHUDFWLRQEHWZHHQVWXGHQWVDQGSURIHVVRUV
it, and if they do not know how to employ this for many reasons. These could be due to the
knowledge, it will remain abstract and impossible to ODFNRI VHOIFRQÀGHQFHDPRQJVRPH(PLUDWL
use. However, if the young individual was able to students or to the fact that teaching is often
employ knowledge, he or she would be able to face the conducted in English, or for other reasons.
world at this stage”.
7KLVGLPHQVLRQDOVRVKRZVWKHLPSRUWDQFH
of openness and acceptance of different
7RDFKLHYHWKHNQRZOHGJHVNLOOSDUWLFLSDQWV SRLQWVRI YLHZ$QGWKLVLVRQHRI WKHVNLOOV
highlighted the necessity of promoting a UHTXLUHG IRU WKH H[FKDQJH RI  NQRZOHGJH
culture of achievement among children 7KHVWXG\VKRZHGLQWKHÀUVWVHFWLRQRI WKLV
at a young age. This means “that we teach chapter the extent of young people’s need
children how to set goals for themselves and strive to for these skills.
achieve these goals, without waiting for such things
to be accomplished for them or for an adult to do According to the discussions, third
them on their behalf”. The promotion of the DPRQJWKHFRPSRQHQWVRI WKHNQRZOHGJH
culture of achievement is very important production and the establishment of the
in the Emirati society, especially among NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ ZDV WKH SURPRWLRQ
school and university students. Participants of labour-related values. These values are
felt that people in charge of education highly desirable among citizens. Participants
should consolidate a culture of achievement LQWKHZRUNVKRSSRLQWHGRXWWKDWWKHYDOXHV

A real crosspollination of
NQRZOHGJHFDQQRW
RFFXUZLWKRXW
communicating and
LQWHUDFWLQJZLWK
RWKHUVRUZLWKRXW
understanding their
GLIIHUHQWYLHZSRLQWV
DQGIUDPHZRUNVDQG
accepting them
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WKDW JRYHUQ FLWL]HQV· ZRUN LQ GHYHORSHG
FRXQWULHV KDYH EHHQ D SRZHUIXO IDFWRU LQ
the rise of these countries. Some noted that
young people take their monthly salaries
IRUJUDQWHGZKHWKHUWKH\ZRUNRUQRWDQG
ZLWKRXWDQ\OLQNWRWKHOHYHORI SURGXFWLYLW\
DQG´WKHUHIRUHWKHUHLVQRLQFHQWLYHWRZRUN
hard and no assessment of the efforts or a
UHZDUGIRUGLOLJHQWLQGLYLGXDOVµ7KHODWWHU
is one of the arguments that do not call for
ZRUNDQGIRUXSJUDGLQJWKHNQRZOHGJHDQG
VNLOOV RI  ZRUNHUV <RXQJ (PLUDWLV VKRXOG
NQRZWKDW´LQVWLWXWLRQVGRQRWRQO\H[LVWVR
SHRSOHZRUNLQWKHPDQGJHWDMREEXWDOVR
for human beings to develop to achieve
the bigger goal, i.e. the development of
society”. Participants noted the need to
instil this value through universities, media
and various institutions in society.
The fourth component is related to the
value of the cultural identity. External
NQRZOHGJH FDQQRW EH ORFDOLVHG SHU VH
because it embodies components of
foreign cultural values. According to
SDUWLFLSDQWV ´.QRZOHGJH LV D FXOWXUDO
SURGXFW DQG LW LV QRW YDOXHIUHHµ ,I  WKH
YDOXHVFDUULHGE\WKHNQRZOHGJHDUHJRRG
and suitable for society, meaning if they
are related to sublime human values, then
there is no harm in applying them. “But if
NQRZOHGJHFDUULHVYDOXHVWKDWDUHKRVWLOHWR
the culture of a society and threatening to
LWWKHQZHVKRXOGEHFDUHIXOLQWUDQVIHUULQJ
LWEHFDXVHWKLVZRXOGEHDWKUHDWWRFXOWXUDO
LGHQWLW\ $QG MXVW DV ZH VKRXOG RSHQ
RXUVHOYHV WR WKH ZRUOG PRYH ZLWKLQ WKH
IUDPHZRUN RI  JOREDOLVDWLRQ DQG NHHS XS
ZLWK GHYHORSPHQW HYROXWLRQ VKRXOG QRW
VZHHSDZD\RXUFXOWXUHDQGLGHQWLW\µDQG
DEDODQFHPXVWEHHVWDEOLVKHGEHWZHHQWKH
act of transfer and the culture and identity
of society.
According to the participants, the last
FRPSRQHQW UHTXLUHG IRU SURFHHGLQJ ZLWK
WKH SURFHVVHV RI  NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU LV
disabling the destructive social values that
hinder it. Prevailing lifestyles in the Emirati
society reinforce some negative values
among the youth, such as materialism and
consumption at the expense of other more
KXPDQHYDOXHV)RUH[DPSOH´ZHRIWHQIDFH
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ads that promote consumption in search
IRUTXLFNZHDOWKVXFKDVZLQQLQJDOX[XU\
FDU+RZFDQZHDVNWKH\RXWKWRZRUNDQG
SHUVHYHUHRQNQRZOHGJHZKLOHWKHVHDGVWHOO
WKHPWKDWWKH\FRXOGFROOHFWTXLFNPRQH\
ZLWKRXWJHWWLQJWLUHGRUworking? If you foster
DFXOWXUHRI TXLFNSURÀWFRQVXPSWLRQDQGZHDOWK
without effort... this would not be in favour of the
knowledge project”. The transfer, localisation
DQGSURGXFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHUHTXLUHWLPH
and great effort, and such negative values
do not help young people; it is as if “you are
telling young people to move away from domains
that require effort and time”. Hence, decisionPDNHUV VKRXOG HPSKDVLVH WKDW ZRUN PXVW
be the basis of a decent life in the country,
DQG NQRZOHGJH VKRXOG EH WKH EDVLV IRU
development. Lifestyles of the youth should
EH PRUH VXSSRUWLYH DQG SURSHO WRZDUGV
increased efforts and diligence. Media
outlets should play a constructive role by
QRW VKRZLQJ WKHVH QHJDWLYH YDOXHV DQG
VXSSRUWLQJYDOXHVRI UHVSHFWWRNQRZOHGJH
DQG NQRZOHGJH ZRUNHUV ´Media outlets in
their present state do not help in the transfer or
dissemination of knowledge”. The process of
NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVDWLRQ DQG SURGXFWLRQ
must be conducted in an integrated manner
ZLWKWKHFRQWULEXWLRQRI DOOLQVWLWXWLRQV
Fear of the Potential Negative
Consequences of Openness and
the Transfer and Localisation of
Knowledge
The discussions revealed an evident issue,
shared by some participants, regarding the
QDWXUHRI WKHNQRZOHGJHWREHWUDQVIHUUHG
0RUHRYHU VRPH SDUWLFLSDQWV ZHUH
H[WUHPHO\ ZRUULHG DERXW GRPLQDWLRQ LQ
the name of development or the transfer
RI NQRZOHGJH0HDQZKLOHVRPHDWWHQGHHV
expressed fear over the possible negative
FRQVHTXHQFHVRI FDOOLQJIRURSHQQHVVDQG
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
An attendee expressed this by saying:
“talking about development presupposes the
existence of societies that need intervention in order
to be put on a roadmap so as to move towards
development... and this entails an assumption that
these societies do not have knowledge, and that
the major powers are trying to make them adopt
a different “knowledgeµ 3HRSOH ZKR VKDUH

this opinion fear “cognitive domination”
or domination in general under the name
RI NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHU$QRWKHULPSRUWDQW
point, according to one participant, is the
emphasis on the fact that “we cannot assume
that the Arab world does not have knowledge. We
have a deep cultural and intellectual stock and we
should not look at knowledge as a material that
can only be transferred, but as moral ideas”.

Fear of Cultural Consequences

+RZHYHURQWKHRWKHUKDQGVRPHQRWHG
“there are cognitive gaps in the Arab world that
must be bridged”. Such gaps include those
UHODWHG WR VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK SXEOLVKLQJ
and patenting inventions. Speakers
pointed out that the amount of money
VSHQW RQ VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK ZDV YHU\ ORZ
DQG QRW FRPPHQVXUDWH ZLWK LWV UROH LQ
the development and employment of
NQRZOHGJH WR LPSURYH WKH FRPPXQLW\
,Q WKLV UHJDUG VRPH DWWHQGHHV QRWHG WKDW
cultural heritage exists, “but we do not produce
knowledge”; the publications from the Arab
countries, books and research combined,
DUH QRW HTXDO WR WKH SXEOLFDWLRQV RI  RQH
developed country. “6FLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK LV
underdeveloped, the amount spent on it is little,
and this indicates that we can neither produce
science nor knowledge”. Efforts shall therefore
EH PDLQWDLQHG LQ WKLV UHJDUG ZLWKRXW IHDU
of domination, because the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DV SDUWLFLSDQWV
previously noted, should go in accordance
ZLWK WKH FXOWXUDO WUHQGV DQG FRPPXQDO
conventions.

$OVR REYLRXV DPRQJ SDUWLFLSDQWV ZDV
the concern related to the transfer of
NQRZOHGJHLQWKHKXPDQLWLHVDQGDIHDUWKDW
WKLVZRXOGLQÀOWUDWHDQGWKUHDWHQWKHFXOWXUDO
fabric of society. Some participants even
exaggerated their fear, claiming that there
ZHUH LGHRORJLFDO SURKLELWLRQV DJDLQVW WKH
WUDQVIHURI NQRZOHGJHRUDJDLQVWQHZLGHDV
sometimes, because “they might change our
children’s system of thinking, or threaten faith and
promote a culture of violence, consumption; and/or
laziness and lethargy among our students. Such new
ideas might even call for disobeying the authority of
the parents and the father’s will, leading to unhealthy
behaviours”. One attendee felt that transfer of
NQRZOHGJHVKRXOGQRWEHOLPLWHGWRVFLHQFH
and technology. “Architects can build houses and
buildings, but cannot build intellect... humanities
are also the basis of progress in societies and the
evolution of thought, not only applied sciences.
Thinkers are the ones who teach the concepts and
ideas that shape the society and draw its map. There
is no harm in studying humanities and transferring
them”. Another participant discussed the
importance of universities accepting
students in humanities based on their high
VFKRRO JUDGHV HTXLYDOHQW WR WKDW UHTXLUHG
for applied sciences, such as medicine and
HQJLQHHULQJ+HDUJXHGWKDWZKHQWKH\DUH
DFFHSWHG ZLWK ORZHU VFRUHV WKDQ IRU RWKHU
sciences, this contributes to the perception
of inferiority to these disciplines despite
their importance.

3UHYLRXVUHSRUWVRQ$UDENQRZOHGJHDVZHOO
DV LQWHUQDWLRQDO UHSRUWV DQG ORFDO ZULWLQJV
have pointed to the fact that there are many
JDSV LQ HGXFDWLRQ DQG VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK
ZKLFKOLPLWWKHDELOLW\RI WKH$UDEFRXQWULHV
WRWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVHNQRZOHGJH7KLVZDV
discussed earlier upon analysing the status
RI HGXFDWLRQDQGVFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFKLQWKH
8$( +RZHYHU WKLV GRHV QRW PHDQ WKDW
ZHDUHDVVXPLQJWKDWWKH$UDEZRUOGGRHV
QRWKDYHNQRZOHGJH,WPHDQVWKDWWKHUHLV
DFOHDUJDSWKDWUHTXLUHVEULGJLQJWKURXJK
being open to others and learning from
the experiences of developed countries
LQ WKH ÀHOGV RI  HGXFDWLRQ VFLHQWLÀF
UHVHDUFK NQRZOHGJH SURGXFWLRQ DQG WKH
HVWDEOLVKPHQWRI WKHNQRZOHGJHHFRQRP\

)HDU RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH HIIHFW RQ \RXQJ
SHRSOH ZDV PHQWLRQHG PRUH WKDQ RQFH
GXULQJ WKH GLVFXVVLRQ DQG LQ VHYHUDO ZD\V
7KHUH ZHUH DOVR FOHDU UHVSRQVHV WR WKLV
concern. For example, one participant said:
“this generation is open to knowledge which reaches it
LQYDULRXVÀHOGVVRKRZFDQZHVXSHUYLVHWKLVPDWWHU
so knowledge does not dominate our traditions and
customs?” %HLQJ RYHUFDXWLRXV ZLWK UHJDUGV
to customs and traditions is understandable,
but, according to one of the speakers, “I am
convinced that we have the most powerful religion
and this religion constitutes a protection. If the true
religion is instilled in young people with freedom, we
must not be worried about them. Islam is tolerant in
LWVYDOXHVDQGSUDFWLFHVDQGKHOSVLQIDFLQJGLIÀFXOWLHV
and challenges, whereas over-cautiousness and the

Speakers pointed
out that the amount
of money spent on
VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK
ZDVYHU\ORZDQG
not commensurate
ZLWKLWVUROHLQ
the development
and employment
RI NQRZOHGJH
to improve the
community
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permanent ongoing monitoring process is impossible
DQGPLJKWEDFNÀUH:HVKRXOGQRWSXVKRXUFKLOGUHQ
to fear knowledge because they will integrate into
the knowledge society whether we like it or not”.
Another speaker said that “Arabs relied on
other civilisations and the West copied from Arabs...
so the enthusiasm for the transfer of knowledge
should not be scary. Transfer is the axis of evolution
in all civilisations, and nations cannot evolve without
copying from one another; transfer is a goal that we
must seek.”
Disagreement over the Nature of the
Required Knowledge
'LVFXVVLRQVVKRZHG
a disagreement
among participants
over the nature
RI WKHNQRZOHGJH
to be transferred
and localised

An inferior look to
the Arabic language
does not serve
the creation of a
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
and the English
language should
not be given more
importance than
one’s native language

'LVFXVVLRQV VKRZHG D GLVDJUHHPHQW
among participants over the nature of the
NQRZOHGJH WR EH WUDQVIHUUHG DQG ORFDOLVHG
One of the attendees, a researcher in the
ÀHOGRI NQRZOHGJHVDZWKDWWKHNQRZOHGJH
to be transferred and localised is one that
is specialised and advanced, and not the
SUHYDLOLQJ NQRZOHGJH SURYLGHG E\ WKH
curricula set by the Ministries of Education
RU+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ,WLVUDWKHUWKHPRGHUQ
NQRZOHGJHUHODWHGWRVFLHQFHVPDWKHPDWLFV
and manufacturing and production
technologies. As for humanitarian or social
NQRZOHGJH DQG LQ SDUWLFXODU NQRZOHGJH
WKDW LQWHUIHUHV ZLWK FXVWRPV WUDGLWLRQV DQG
culture, it already exists in society, and no
cultural values should be transferred to it from
the outside unless they promote the existing
RQHV 7KLV ZRXOG WDNH SODFH E\ SURPRWLQJ
IRU LQVWDQFH VSHFLÀF YDOXHV WKDW VHUYH WKH
HVWDEOLVKPHQWRI DNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\VXFK
as values of punctuality, professionalism,
perseverance, accomplishment and social
values that improve human behaviour, and
promote tolerance, interaction, expansion
RI KRUL]RQVDQGDFFHSWDQFHRI WKHYLHZVRI 
others.
,W PXVW EH QRWHG KHUH WKDW NQRZOHGJH LQ
WKHEURDGVHQVHRI WKHZRUGDVDGRSWHGLQ
this report, is part of a society’s culture or,
DOWHUQDWLYHO\H[SUHVVHGFUHDWHVDNQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\QRWRQO\DWWKHVFLHQFHDQGNQRZOHGJH
level, but also at the level of values and
VNLOOVUHODWHGWRWKHDFTXLVLWLRQWUDQVIHUDQG
HPSOR\PHQW RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KLV GRHV QRW
PHDQ GHQRXQFLQJ FXOWXUDO KHULWDJH LI  ZH
DUH WR ORFDOLVH QHZ NQRZOHGJH DQG UHODWHG
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YDOXHVZHPXVWKDYHÀUPJURXQGWREXLOG
upon. This also does not mean denying the
H[LVWHQFHRI YDOXHVLQVRFLHW\+RZHYHUWKHVH
values are not as evident, as they should to
VXSSRUW WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI  D NQRZOHGJH
society. What is meant by “ground” here is of
course the prevailing customs, traditions and
FXOWXUHZKLFKDUHWREHHQULFKHGZLWKQHZ
and virtuous cultural notions that advance
them and society, notably in terms of
ZRUNDQGSURGXFWLRQ7KXVWKHWUDQVIHURI 
NQRZOHGJHFDQEHVHHQQRWRQO\DWUDQVIHURI 
VFLHQFHVDQGWHFKQRORJLHVLQDOOÀHOGVUHODWHG
to industrial development and production, it
can also be seen as a transfer of social values
WKDWKHOSDQGPRWLYDWHSHRSOHWRZRUNDQG
EHSURGXFWLYHIRUWKLVNQRZOHGJHWREHFRPH
ingrained in society and in the minds of
citizens themselves.
Arabic Language: The Incubator of
Culture and Knowledge
7KH LVVXH RI  ODQJXDJH ZDV EURXJKW XS
GXULQJ WKH EUDLQVWRUPLQJ VHVVLRQV DV ZHOO
DV GXULQJ IRFXV JURXS GLVFXVVLRQV ZLWK
the youth. Many participants argued that
WKH ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH FDQQRW EH
DFFRPSOLVKHG ZLWKRXW WKH QDWLYH ODQJXDJH
as many believe that people are capable of
“absorbing knowledge in their mother tongue more
than in any other language, and no real transfer
of knowledge can be made unless students learn it
in their own language. Countries that have evolved
were not hampered by their languageµ ,Q WKH
VDPHFRQWH[WRQHVSHDNHUZRQGHUHG´how
can we build a knowledge society when we make
young people look down on their language? An
inferior look to the Arabic language does not serve
the creation of a knowledge society, and the English
language should not be given more importance than
one’s native language. The more our youth respect
themselves, their country and their language and arm
themselves with the appropriate knowledge, the more
we would be respecting others. However, if we distort
citizens’ ideas, impose on them cultural masking,
and bring them a knowledge other than their own,
what would it be like then?µ+RZHYHUDJUHHLQJ
RQWKLVSRLQWVKRXOGQRWGULYHXVDZD\IURP
helping children and young people learn
and use other languages. Learning languages
means opening up to and communicating
ZLWKQHZFXOWXUHVDQGNQRZOHGJHZKLFKLV

absolutely essential for the Emirati society in requirements”. This group of attendees also
RUGHUWRWUDQVIRUPLQWRDNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\ FULWLFLVHGDVSHFLÀFLQLWLDWLYHWKDWZDVODXQFKHG
ZLWKRXW HQRXJK SUHSDUDWLRQ QDPHO\ WKH
use of iPads in schools. The discussants
Reproaching the Educational
ZRQGHUHG DERXW ZKHWKHU HGXFDWRUV ZHUH
Institutions
SUHSDUHG DQG WUDLQHG WR GHDO ZLWK QHZ
Some attendees considered that ever since technologies. “Educational Fashion”, as
WKH0LQLVWU\RI (GXFDWLRQZDVHVWDEOLVKHGWR some of the attendees called it, is not enough
UHSODFHWKH.QRZOHGJH$XWKRULW\NQRZOHGJH by itself. Educational development should
and its presence in the community has UDWKHU EH EXLOW RQ QHZ SODQV DQG VWXGLHV
been neglected. They suggested the One of the discussants noted that “the iPad
establishment of a special committee or issue is being given more attention than it should.
ERG\ IRU NQRZOHGJH DV LQ WKH SDVW 7KLV LV The iPad is just a tool like books, and should be
DQHVVHQWLDOSRLQWEHFDXVHLI ZHORRNDWWKH regarded exactly as our ancestors had regarded books;
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDVD a way to facilitate learning, make it more available,
QDWLRQDO SURMHFW ZKLFK LQVWLWXWLRQV ZRXOG and achieve more communication and information,
be responsible for leading this project? and not as a substitute for classrooms and teachers.
:KDW ZRXOG EH WKHLU UROH" ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV If we continue using the same teaching methods,
LI ZHOHDYHWKHYDULRXVLQVWLWXWLRQVZLWKWKHLU even with the iPad, learning will not be achieved”.
HIIRUWV XQFRRUGLQDWHG WKHVH HIIRUWV ZLOO EH :KDWPDWWHUVKHUHLVWRDGRSWQHZWHDFKLQJ
VFDWWHUHG DQG WKHUH ZLOO EH PRUH GLYLVLRQ PHWKRGV WKDW DOORZ VWXGHQWV WR H[SUHVV
than common ground for the transfer themselves. “Many students are frustrated because
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DV D ÀUVW teachers do not accept their opinions, suggestions and
VWHS LQ SURGXFLQJ DQG SXWWLQJ NQRZOHGJH questions. This leads to their capacities being wasted
LQWR XVH DQG FUHDWLQJ D NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ and to them not learning creative self-expression”.
This underscores the need to establish an 7KH SDUWLFLSDQWV· HQWKXVLDVP ZKHQ WDONLQJ
DXWKRULW\IRUNQRZOHGJHPDQDJHPHQWDWWKH about education is understandable as the
government level to coordinate the efforts Minister of Education said, education has
of all institutions and shape the relationship many concerns that should be addressed
EHWZHHQWKHPDVZLOOEHGLVFXVVHGLQWKHÀQDO DQGZKLFKDUHPDJQLÀHGZKHQHGXFDWLRQLV
OLQNHGWRWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI DNQRZOHGJH
chapter of this report.
society.
The attendees reiterated the importance
RI  HGXFDWLRQ ZKLFK RQFH UHIRUPHG FDQ A Call for Better Organisation of
KHOSWKHZKROHVRFLHW\7KH\DOVRH[SUHVVHG Relevant Institutions
their rejection of the many pedagogical
experiments that surprise them every year, ,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKH ELJ UROH WKDW HGXFDWLRQ
ZKLFK PD\ QRW ÀW ZLWK VRFLHWDO YDOXHV SOD\VLQWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI DNQRZOHGJH
DQG ZKLFK DUH FDUULHG RXW LQ VRPH FDVHV society, the contribution of the various
ZLWKRXW DGHTXDWH VWXG\ RU NQRZOHGJH RI  institutions involved in the transfer
ZKDW WKH RWKHU LQLWLDWLYHV DFKLHYHG 1HZ DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH LV D YHU\
pedagogical experiments are launched important topic. The process of transfer
ZLWKRXW FRQGXFWLQJ D SULRU REMHFWLYH DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH VKRXOG
evaluation of previous experiments in order QRW EH DGGUHVVHG ZLWKRXW FRQVLGHULQJ WKH
WR GHWHUPLQH WKHLU VWUHQJWK DQG ZHDNQHVV role that various types of institutions play.
points and learn from them, to the point 7KHVH DUH WKH LQVWLWXWLRQV ZKLFK DUH WR
that education in the country has become, SXW WKH NQRZOHGJH RXWFRPHV WR XVH DQG
according to them “… a testing ground. We often FRQWULEXWHWRWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRI QHZW\SHV
adopt initiatives to make a reform in the education RI NQRZOHGJH$QGWKHTXHVWLRQSRVHGKHUH
sector and copy other countries’ experiments without LVKRZFDQWKHVHLQVWLWXWLRQVFRQWULEXWHWR
ÀUVWFRQGXFWLQJHYDOXDWLRQVWXGLHVWRDVVHVVWKHRWKHU WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
experiments to see whether they succeeded in enabling ZKHQ HDFK LQVWLWXWLRQ LV ZRUNLQJ DORQH LQ
the youth to deal with knowledge and learning isolation of others? Moreover, many of

The attendees
reiterated the
importance of
HGXFDWLRQZKLFK
once reformed,
can help the
ZKROHVRFLHW\
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The discussants
raised an important
SRLQWZKLFKLVWKDW
the current labour
market hinders
the transfer and
introduction of
QHZNQRZOHGJH

these institutions are highly bureaucratic as
many participants noted. Some participants
VXJJHVWHG WKDW D GHÀQHG VWUDWHJ\ EH
GHYHORSHGIRUWKHFRPLQJ\HDUVZLWKFOHDU
REMHFWLYHVWREHIROORZHGDQGLPSOHPHQWHG
by the various institutions. This suggestion
FRQÀUPVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI VHWWLQJJHQHUDO
national objectives and strategies for the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
ZKHUH DOO HGXFDWLRQDO UHVHDUFK FXOWXUDO
DQGPHGLDLQVWLWXWLRQVDVZHOODVRWKHU6WDWH
institutions have their share of objectives
ZKLFK WKH\ VKRXOG VWULYH WR DFKLHYH $V
VXFK DOO LQVWLWXWLRQV ZRUN WRJHWKHU WR
nurture Emirati citizens. This suggestion,
QR PDWWHU KRZ UHDVRQDEOH LW VRXQGV
UHÁHFWVWKHFHQWUDOLVHGQDWXUHRI WKH6WDWH
ZKLFK ZDWFKHV RYHU FLWL]HQV DQG WKHLU
future, as most of the participants believe
WKDWHYHU\WKLQJPXVWEHJLQZLWKWKH6WDWH
There is no harm in the State developing a
strategy and goals in order to unite efforts.
+RZHYHU WKHUH PXVW DOVR EH LQLWLDWLYHV
and contributions from the various society
institutions in the process.
Creativity, Transfer of Knowledge and
Labour Markets
The discussants raised an important point,
ZKLFK LV WKDW WKH FXUUHQW ODERXU PDUNHW
KLQGHUVWKHWUDQVIHUDQGLQWURGXFWLRQRI QHZ
NQRZOHGJH 6RPH DWWHQGHHV QRWHG WKDW WKH
labour market “imposes on us what to specialise in
and what to do for a living… thus we cannot offer
the knowledge we are capable of producing, because
we are bound by the labour market and by working
day to day.”
Some of the attendees pointed out that
LQVWLWXWLRQVDQGWKHZRUNFXOWXUHUHSUHVHQWHG
DQ REVWDFOH WR FUHDWLYLW\ DQG QHZ LGHDV
Whatever employees are used to doing is
FRQVLGHUHGWKHSDWKWRIROORZDQGLWLVYHU\
hard to break this cycle. The discussion
pointed out to a fear of young people in
general and of their ideas. Managers fear
EHLQJ UHSODFHG ZLWK \RXQJ SHRSOH DQG
WKHUHIRUH VHH WKHLU QHZ LGHDV DV D WKUHDW
“Many institutions that claim to support young
people are highly bureaucratic and deal with the
youth in a frustrating and conventional manner. As
a result, those young people’s ideas are not taken
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into consideration and their potential is smothered.”
Some of the attendees, especially the
younger ones, noted that the “conventional”
ZRUN HQYLURQPHQWV LQ YDULRXV LQVWLWXWLRQV
ZHUHSUHYHQWLQJWKHWUDQVIHUDQGSURGXFWLRQ
RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KH SUREOHP IDFLQJ WKH
\RXWKDVWKH\SXWLWZDVWKDWWKH\FDQQRW
make their voices heard professionally by
their superiors. Many stated that “young people
need to make their voice heard by superiors, just as
was the case in the brainstorming session that was
held in preparation for this report. Young people’s
ideas need to be nurtured, just like a seed: if you do
not give it the care it needs, it will die”.
,W ZDV DSSDUHQW IURP GLVFXVVLRQV WKDW WKH
institutions’ negative role did not encourage
the youth to innovate or to abandon
traditional labour methods. “When presenting
any new idea [to your superior], you are faced
with rejection. There is no promotion of cultural
DQG VFLHQWLÀF H[FKDQJH WKURXJK WKH HQFRXUDJHPHQW
of personnel to attend conferences and work with
external or internal partners. Managers regard new
ideas as though they have nothing to do with work.
They have no desire to start anything new, and only
encourage professional development in old traditional
ways”.
6FLHQWLÀF5HVHDUFKDQG
Entrepreneurship: Issues of Vision,
Supporting Political Will and Hesitation
in Practice
One of the discussants, a former professor
at the United Arab Emirates University
noted that “organisers of technological and
VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK LQLWLDWLYHV ODFN FODULW\ LQ WKHLU
vision when it comes to the success and failure of a
business. Failure for them is both improbable and
unacceptable”. As for entrepreneurs, “success
comes out of failure”. The issue, as he said, is
not about funding, but about an integrated
V\VWHPIRUWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRI DNQRZOHGJH
economy. “Funding was not the main factor for
success in the West, but the fact that the Western
environment understands the nature of work in the
ÀHOGV RI  WHFKQRORJ\ DQG VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK +HUH
we always go for extremes in our choices. We want
either complete openness or complete radicalism”.
$QRWKHUSRLQWLVWKDWWKHUHLVDJDSEHWZHHQ
decision-makers and citizens. “Leaders and
decision-makers have an entrepreneurial spirit and

a desire to develop and take the society to whole new
levels. However, executives and CEOs who come
second or third in the hierarchical order have a fear
of implementing decisions and having to deal with
budgets and initiatives. Projects aiming at supporting
the youth have a serious problem, as decision-makers
are afraid of dealing with budgets”. Executives
must be proactive and not let fear and dread
RI  GHDOLQJ ZLWK EXGJHWV KLQGHU WKHP RU
ZDLW XQWLO \RXQJ SHRSOH·V SURMHFWV DFKLHYH
success to give them funding. “They do not
realise that the business world is founded on new
ideas, that only 20% of the ideas work, and that we
learn from failures too”. The discussant called
upon managers to enjoy courage and a riskWDNLQJFXOWXUHEHFDXVHERWKZHUHFUXFLDOIRU
FUHDWLYLW\$QRWKHUJURXSRI DWWHQGHHVVDZ
WKDW IHDU ZKHQ GHDOLQJ ZLWK EXGJHWV ZDV
necessary. “Fear from spending is rational. We
should not spend money on anything, rather make
VXUHÀUVWRI DOOWKHVHULRXVQHVVRI WKHLGHD%XGJHWV
are controlled and are subject to evaluation. That is
ZK\ZHVKRXOGQRWDGRSWMXVWDQ\LGHDZLWKRXWÀUVW
conducting a feasibility study.”

create a proactive and creative generation.
(VWDEOLVKLQJDNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\UHTXLUHVDQ
integrated system that excludes fear, dread,
conventional norms or bureaucracy. We
VKRXOG NQRZ DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH WHFKÀUPV
H[SHUW WKDW WKHUH LV D GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGSURGXFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
“Typical projects that rely on franchise are so easy
to implement, but even with the presence of such
projects, we cannot claim to be producing knowledge.
This is a transfer of knowledge. The production of
knowledge means adding a local character to it, in the
sense of reformulating the knowledge to suit the local
community. The true mark of producing knowledge
is adding something to the transferred knowledge and
not just transferring it and using it as is”.
Youth Support Institutions
,WEHFDPHFOHDUIURPWKHFRQYHUVDWLRQVWKDW
there is a conceptual confusion in terms of
the presence of institutions that support
the youth, such as the Ministry of Culture,
<RXWK DQG &RPPXQLW\ 'HYHORSPHQW
and others. These institutions never had
among their objectives enabling the youth to
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVH NQRZOHGJH +RZHYHU
VLQFHVXFKLQVWLWXWLRQVGHDOZLWKWKH\RXWK
their presence has led to some confusion
ZLWK VRPH SDUWLFLSDQWV WKLQNLQJ WKDW WKH\
can do anything or that the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHVKRXOGDOUHDG\EH
RQWKHLUDJHQGD7KLVUHÁHFWVDGHIHFWLQWKH
SHUFHSWLRQDQGVLPSOLÀFDWLRQRI WKHSURFHVV
RI  WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
Some of the attendees mentioned that
despite the presence of institutions that
GHDOZLWKWKH\RXWKDQGRIIHUWKHPYDULRXV
activities, no assessment of the impact of
such enabling environments exists. There is
QRHYDOXDWLRQRI WKHLPSDFWDQGEHQHÀWRI 
these institutions’ various activities on the
potential development of the youth.

One of the discussants gave an example on
the lack of understanding of the meaning of
VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFKDQGKRZWRGHDOZLWKLW
“When I received funding, one of the funds asked me
WRVKLIWP\FRPSDQ\LQWRDSURÀWDEOHSURMHFWZLWKLQ
two to three years. This shows how little they know
DERXWVFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK6FLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFKLVDOLYLQJ
being that requires effort, and trial and error…
There are obstacles that sometimes lead to pivoting
and coping with new circumstances. The process
involves a lot of exploration. It is not as some people
think of it, “as erecting a building and starting to
make money from rent overnight. Knowledge and
DZDUHQHVVRI ZRUNLQWKHÀHOGRI VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK
is totally different in our society than that in other
ones”. The discussant added that “institutions
are not run appropriately as business entreprises that
evolve and compete in the market with the mentality
of an entrepreneur. Rather they operate with the
mentality that they are governmental institutions Enabling and Motivating Environments
that do not have a motive to compete because their
budgets are guaranteed by the government”.
,Q WHUPV RI  HQDEOLQJ HQYLURQPHQWV
SDUWLFLSDQWV VDLG WKDW ÀQDQFLDO DOORFDWLRQV
Several participants have emphasised ZHUH DFWXDOO\ SUHVHQW DQG WKHUH ZDV QR
the creation of a culture of support and doubt about that. The UAE is a rich country;
HPSRZHUPHQW IRU \RXQJ SHRSOH :H SROLWLFDO ZLOO DQG FOHDU SROLWLFDO YLVLRQ DOVR
VKRXOGQRWOHWWKHÀQDQFLDODVSHFWDQGIHDU H[LVWWKHUHLQ7KHVHWZRUHSUHVHQWVLJQLÀFDQW
RI  IDLOXUH VWRS XV EHFDXVH WKDW ZLOO QRW enabling characteristics of the environment

,QWHUPVRI HQDEOLQJ
environments,
participants said that
ÀQDQFLDODOORFDWLRQV
ZHUHDFWXDOO\SUHVHQW
DQGWKHUHZDVQR
doubt about that
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for the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH +RZHYHU DWWHQGHHV DOVR FLWHG
VRPH HOHPHQWV WKDW ZHUH DEVHQW IURP WKH
HQYLURQPHQW DQG ZKLFK ZHUH QHHGHG IRU
the transfer, localisation and production
RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KLV SRLQW SHUKDSV LV
just a continuation of the discussion on
FRPSHWHQFLHV PHQWLRQHG HDUOLHU ZLWK D
focus on enabling environments for the
transfer, localisation, and production of
NQRZOHGJH

Discussants noted
that “compared to the
road infrastructure,
the research
infrastructure is very
underdeveloped and
WKDWWKLVLVZK\ZH
are running behind
LQVFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK
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around the world, civil society institutions and
companies are in charge of this task, where after
research is carried out and published, the society
VWDUWVEHQHÀWWLQJIURPLW+RZHYHUWKHFLYLOVRFLHW\
and its role in this regard are fully absent. The
State does not have any institutions whose role is to
WDNHUHVHDUFKÀQGLQJVDQGWXUQWKHPLQWRWDQJLEOH
products that serve the communityµ ,Q UHWXUQ
RWKHUVEHOLHYHGWKDWWKHUHZDVQRWKLQJZURQJ
ZLWK VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK DQG WKDW WKH 6WDWH
produced good research. This might be due
WRWKHJRRGÀQDQFLDOVLWXDWLRQRI WKH6WDWH
Research Enabling Environment
Some assume that since the government is
ULFK DQG FDQ IXQG VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK WKHQ
On top of these necessary enabling there is no problem in that regard or that the
HQYLURQPHQWV LV WKH VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK problem, if any, is simple and easy to solve.
environment. Discussants noted that
“compared to the road infrastructure, The Weak Role of Civil Society
the research infrastructure is very
XQGHUGHYHORSHG DQG WKDW WKLV LV ZK\ ZH There is no doubt that the government has
DUH UXQQLQJ EHKLQG LQ VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK DUROHWRSOD\ZKHQLWFRPHVWRWKHWUDQVIHU
7KHUH LV QR ERG\ GHWHUPLQLQJ VFLHQWLÀF DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDVHYLGHQFHG
research priorities, and despite the presence E\WKHYLHZVRI WKHGLVFXVVDQWV.QRZOHGJH
RI  WKH 1DWLRQDO $XWKRULW\ IRU 6FLHQWLÀF DQGLWVWUDQVIHUKRZHYHUDVVRPHH[SODLQHG
Research (NASR), the State cannot carry IRUP DQ LQWHJUDWHG VFLHQWLÀF V\VWHP WKDW
RXW UHVHDUFK LQ DOO NQRZOHGJH ÀHOGV VHUYHV WKH LQWHUHVW RI  VRFLHW\ DV D ZKROH
Other countries have a special Bureau for Enabling environments, legislations and
,QQRYDWLRQ DQG 6FLHQFH WKDW VHWV UHVHDUFK regulations should come together in this
priorities”.
regard. “However, civil society and its engagement
with the public sector should also be given adequate
The second enabling environment is the attention. In other countries, civil society, with all
presence of Emirati cadres. “Where are its different institutions and associations, plays a
TXDOLÀHG (PLUDWL FDGUHV WR GHDO ZLWK WKLV DVSHFW" primary role in this process; universities, R&D
Emirati professors barely make up for 5% of centres and companies are all part of this civil society.
foreign professors in the country in tertiary and Civil society is extremely important since the public
XQLYHUVLW\ HGXFDWLRQ :KDW UROH GR TXDOLÀFDWLRQV sector is always less capable than the wide civil society.
and incentives of the national cadres play in making Moreover, we can’t rely solely on the government to do
our youth pursue this direction, especially since many everything and neglect the civil sector”.
graduate study researchers fall within the age group
19-29?”
What can be deduced here is that professional
civil institutions should be established to
7KH WKLUG LVVXH LV VFLHQWLÀF SXEOLFDWLRQV DOORZ VFLHQWLÀF DQG FRJQLWLYH V\VWHPV WR
ZKLFK LV D YHU\ LPSRUWDQW LVVXH ´Where develop. They should be supported by a
DUH RXU GLVWLQJXLVKHG VFLHQWLÀF MRXUQDOV ZKLFK VHWRI OHJLVODWLRQVDQGUHJXODWLRQVRQZRUN
address important topics in the country and deal ZLWK NQRZOHGJH UHVHDUFK DQG VFLHQFHV
with its issues?µ 6FLHQWLÀF RXWSXW LV ORZ LQ $W WKH VDPH WLPH ZH FDQ VHH WKDW WKH
JHQHUDO7KHQFRPHVWKHLVVXHRI VFLHQWLÀF government has an important role to play
publications. Research can barely be useful KHUHLQGUDIWLQJOHJLVODWLRQVODZVUXOHVDQG
if not published and transformed into regulations that guarantee the availability of
EHQHÀFLDOSURGXFWV,QWKLVUHVSHFWRQHRI  ÀQDQFLDOUHVRXUFHVDQGWKHFRQWLQXLW\RI WKH
WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV ZRQGHUHG ´Where are the process of the transfer and localisation of
institutions that are concerned with research outcomes NQRZOHGJH 7KH FLYLO VRFLHW\ LVVXH LV YHU\
and that work on turning them into products? All LPSRUWDQW 7KH UHVXOWV RI  WKH TXDQWLWDWLYH

Arab Knowledge Report 2014: Youth and Localisation of Knowledge

VWXG\ VKRZ D ODFN RI  DZDUHQHVV DPRQJ
young people concerning the role of civil
society and trade unions in creating a
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DVZHOODVLQWKHWUDQVIHU
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH

cognitive skills that enable them to actively
integrate in the transfer and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJH7KLVZDVUHÁHFWHGLQWKH
increasing average of the overall score
that participating students from both
genders received in the cognitive skills,
Investment in the Current Enabling
achieving good scores in most of them.
Environment in the UAE
+RZHYHUWKHUHZHUHVRPHGLVFUHSDQFLHV
in the main components of this
,QRXUPRELOLVLQJHIIRUWVLWVKRXOGEHNHSWLQ
important indicator. Whilst the overall
mind that the UAE is naturally a stimulating
performance of the sample population
environment for the transfer and localisation
ZDV IDLU RU HYHQ JRRG IRU WKH VNLOO RI 
RI NQRZOHGJHJLYHQWKHH[LVWHQFHRI SHRSOH
solving daily problems and searching for
IURP DOO DURXQG WKH ZRUOG 0RUHRYHU WKLV
information, their performance in the
not mean that the process of transfer and
ZULWWHQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ VNLOO ZDV ZLWKLQ
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH LQ WKH FRXQWU\
average, despite the great importance
should be done by citizens alone.
of the latter in achieving an active youth
LQWHJUDWLRQLQWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\7KH
On the other hand, as one of the discussants
WHFKQRORJ\XVHVNLOOUDQJHGEHWZHHQJRRG
expressed, “We should question the extent to which
and fair. The overall performance of the
FLWL]HQVKDYHEHQHÀWWHGIURPWKH(VPDUWJRYHUQPHQW
youth in the use of a foreign language
UHYROXWLRQ 7KHLU EHQHÀW IURP WKH WHFKQRORJ\ DQG
(QJOLVK  VNLOO ZDV DYHUDJH GHQRWLQJ
knowledge revolution is actually very limited”.
a shortage in the command of that
:KDWLVPHDQWKHUHLVWRTXHVWLRQZKHWKHU
VNLOO LQ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQG ZULWLQJ 7KH
WKHEHQHÀWWRFLWL]HQVLQWKHNQRZOHGJHÀHOG
same applies for the use of the Arabic
VWHPVIURPWKHLURZQZRUN´:HDUHWDONLQJ
language, but to even greater extent.
here about using applications developed by  The sample representing the Emirati
the society, rather than consuming imported
youth also expressed high possession
WHFKQRORJLHV7KHUHLVDFDOOIRUDODZWREH
rates for most of the values essential
SDVVHG WKDW HPSRZHUV FLWL]HQV FRJQLWLYHO\
for active integration into the processes
so that they play an effective role in society,
of the transfer and localisation of
or for a national committee to be formed
NQRZOHGJH'HVSLWHWKHQHHGWRFDUHIXOO\
WKDW ZRUNV RQ WZR DVSHFWV ,W VKRXOG ÀUVW
address this score as it might represent the
focus on playing the catalyst for motivating
values that the youth aspire to, and might
FLWL]HQV WR EHQHÀW IURP NQRZOHGJH DQG
QRWQHFHVVDULO\UHÁHFWWKHLUSUDFWLFHVDQG
FRPH XS ZLWK SURGXFWV WKDW GUDZ IURP LW
behaviours, it still is a reason for true
On the other hand, it should provide care
optimism. This might even be capitalised
and guidance to support citizens in their
RQ WRZDUGV HQKDQFLQJ WKH YDOXHV
NQRZOHGJH SURGXFWLRQµ )LQDOO\ FLWL]HQV
RULHQWLQJWKH\RXWK·VEHKDYLRXULQDZD\
PXVW HPEUDFH NQRZOHGJH DQG VXSSRUW WKH
that serves the higher cause of achieving
government. The idea that the government
the active integration of Emirati youth
alone supports citizens and goes to them in
in the processes of the transfer and
HYHU\WKLQJ ZLOO QRW HVWDEOLVK WKH ZRUOG RI 
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
NQRZOHGJH IRU ´the government cannot spoon-  ,Q SDUDOOHO WKH DQDO\VHV VKRZHG D
feed knowledge to citizens”.
ZHDNQHVV RI  WKH \RXWK LQ VRFLDO DQG
FXOWXUDOHIIHFWLYHQHVV7KHUDWHKRZHYHU
Conclusion
ZDVDFFHSWDEOHLQWKHÀHOGRI HFRQRPLF
effectiveness.
%DVHG RQ WKH TXDQWLWDWLYH DQG TXDOLWDWLYH  7KH IRFXVHG ZRUN VHVVLRQV DQG WKH
ÀHOG VWXGLHV SUHVHQWHG LQ WKLV FKDSWHU
EUDLQVWRUPLQJ ZRUNVKRSV KDYH VKRZQ
WKH IROORZLQJ LPSRUWDQW SRLQWV FDQ EH
a clear enthusiasm of the youth in
concluded:
belonging, citizenship and pride in UAE
 Emirati youth possess good levels of
DQGLWVDFKLHYHPHQWV7KLVLPSUHVVLRQZDV

,QRXUPRELOLVLQJ
efforts, it should
kept in mind that
the UAE is naturally
a stimulating
environment for
the transfer and
localisation of
NQRZOHGJHJLYHQ
the existence of
people from all
DURXQGWKHZRUOG
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The youth believes
the government
is making huge
efforts in supporting
them; most of the
participants in the
sample indicated that
the government has
made “a very big
contribution” or “a
big contribution”
LQWKLVÀHOG
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DOVRHQIRUFHGLQWKHÀHOGUHVHDUFKZKLFK
the youth in the processes of the transfer
came to the same results, and in rates
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDVZHOODV
higher than the rest of the participating
the vocational associations. The youth
Arab countries.6 This enthusiasm and
believes the government is making huge
belonging can be built upon, particularly
efforts in supporting them; most of the
ZLWK UHVSHFW WR LQVWLOOLQJ WKH FRQFHSWV
participants in the sample indicated that
related to the foundations and practices
the government has made “a very big
RI  JRRG FLWL]HQVKLS WKHLU VFRUHV ZHUH
contribution” or “a big contribution”
DYHUDJH LQ WKH UDQJH RI   RI  WKH
LQ WKLV ÀHOG +RZHYHU WKLV VKRXOG EH
ÀQDOVFRUH DQGLQZKDWVWUHQJWKHQVWR
examined in light of the results of the
a great extent the possibility of active
social and cultural effectiveness of the
integration based on good citizenship
\RXWKZKLFKZHUHUHODWLYHO\ORZVKRZLQJ
and the rights and obligations it entails.
WKDWWKH\RXWKPLJKWQRWEHDFTXDLQWHG
 7KHDQDO\VHVDOVRVKRZHGWKDWWKHOHYHO
ZLWK WKH UROH RI  WKH FLYLO VRFLHW\
of youth openness globally (reading,
organisations, the associations and other
WUDYHOOLQJ ZDVZHDNZKHUHWKHDYHUDJH
governmental bodies, and therefore do
VFRUH RI  VWXGHQWV ZDV LQ WKH UDQJH RI 
not use the potential and opportunities
RI WKHÀQDOVFRUH$OVRRI 
WKHVHLQVWLWXWLRQVSURYLGHDVUHTXLUHG
the sample said that they are not exposed  ,WLVUHPDUNDEOHWKDWDOPRVWDTXDUWHURI 
to the translated foreign books relevant
the sample deemed “the contribution
WRWKHLUVSHFLDOWLHVZKLFKLQGLFDWHVDWRSLF
of foreign investment projects to the
WKDW VKRXOG EH DGGUHVVHG ZLWK JUHDWHU
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHµ
HIIRUWV ZKHWKHU E\ WKH GHYHORSPHQW
DV ´ZHDNµ RU ´DEVHQW· 7KH VDPH JRHV
decision maker, or the youth themselves.
for the contribution of economic
,W ZDV DOVR VWULNLQJ WKDW  RI  WKH
institutions to funding research and “the
participants in the sample indicated
contribution of the private sector to
WKDWWKH\ZHUHQRWDZDUHRI DQ\H[LVWLQJ
the advancement of research”. These
youth institutions related to the transfer
DQVZHUVZKLFKZHUHFRQÀUPHGWKURXJK
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KLV
the brainstorming and focus group
indicates the necessity of expanding
sessions, direct attention to these three
the promotion of programmes and
LPSRUWDQW HOHPHQWV ZKLOH SODQQLQJ WKH
institutions for the youth in the UAE,
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
VR WKDW WKH\ FDQ EHQHÀW IURP WKH  Responses of the youth on issues
tremendous opportunities the state is
related to the transfer and localisation
offering them.
RI  NQRZOHGJH UDLVHG QXPHURXV LVVXHV
 As expected, impressions of Emirati
7KHVHDQVZHUVZHUHSRVLWLYHZLWKUHJDUG
youth
regarding
the
enabling
to certain dimensions, and indicative
HQYLURQPHQWV ZHUH H[FHOOHQW LQ
RI WKHLUDZDUHQHVVRI ZKDWNQRZOHGJH
JHQHUDO 0RUH WKDQ  LQGLFDWHG
DV ZHOO DV LWV WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ
that providing the opportunity to
FDQ RIIHU 6XFK DQVZHUV LQFOXGH
XVH WKH LQWHUQHW FRQWULEXWHV ZLWK DQ
“approving” or “highly approving”
acceptable or great effectiveness, to
WKDWWKHORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH´ZLOO
the youth preparation for the transfer
contribute to stimulating the creativity
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KH
DQGLQQRYDWLRQDFWLYLW\µDQGWKDWWKLVZLOO
same applies for the availability of
contribute to “stimulating economy”.
electronic interaction means (32.6% of
7KLV LV LQ DGGLWLRQ WR DFNQRZOHGJLQJ
DFFHSWDEOH HIIHFWLYHQHVV DQG  RI 
WKH SRVLWLYH LPSDFW RI  NQRZOHGJH RQ
great effectiveness). The Emirati youth
important life issues such as “reducing
DOVRVKRZHGWUXVWLQWKHFDSDFLW\RI WKH
unemployment”, and that “the transfer
ZRUNLQJ DXWKRULWLHV LQ 8$( LQFOXGLQJ
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHLQ8$(
PHGLD  RI  DFFHSWDEOH WUXVW DQG
as in the Arab countries, is a vital issue
43% of full trust) and civil society
for the future of these countries”, and
organisations to contribute in integrating
that “this can contribute to enhancing
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the economic competition”.
 Furthermore, some remarks can be
examined. The explicit approval rate on
the argument “the issue of the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHLVQRWDPRQJ
FXUUHQW \RXWK FRQFHUQVµ ZDV  RI 
WKHWRWDOVDPSOH,QDGGLWLRQWKHIRFXVHG
LQWHUYLHZV DQG WKH EUDLQVWRUPLQJ
session indicated the existence of some
fear among the youth, and possibly to a
greater extent among older participating
experts, that the transfer and localisation
RI NQRZOHGJHPLJKWHQWDLOVXERUGLQDWLRQ
to the West or change the cultural
characteristics of the UAE, including
the suppression of identity or prejudice
against the Arabic language. This result
FDOOV IRU DWWHQWLRQ DQG DFWLRQ WRZDUGV
LQFUHDVLQJFRPPXQLW\DZDUHQHVVRI WKH
importance of constructive openness
and intercommunication, and the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
DVDGHYHORSPHQWDOQHFHVVLW\EHQHÀWWLQJ
WKH VRFLHW\ ZKLOH IRFXVLQJ RQ WKH IDFW
that openness does not mean the loss
or suppression of identity. Focus should
also be on strengthening the Arabic
language as an incubator for culture
DQG NQRZOHGJH ZLWKRXW QHJOHFWLQJ WKH
importance of translation and learning
IRUHLJQODQJXDJHVDVDUHTXLUHPHQWWKDW
JRHV DORQJ ZLWK VXSSRUWLQJ WKH $UDELF
ODQJXDJH WRZDUGV DFKLHYLQJ SURGXFWLYH
cognitive openness.
 One of the most important positive
issues that can be exalted, is the youth's
concurance of availability of one of the
PRVWLPSRUWDQWNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\SLOODUV
freedom. The vast majority of students
GHFODUHG WKDW WKH EDVLF IUHHGRPV ZHUH
present at a score of “excellent” or “good”
(freedom of expression and opinion,
98.4%, freedom of principles, 98.2%, and
social justice, 96.4%). This constitutes
a positive orientation and an enabling
environment that helps the youth in the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
This positive orientation can also be seen
in opinions about customs, traditions and
JHQGHUHTXDOLW\7KHPDMRULW\RI WKH\RXWK
considered these to be incentives for the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
and believed them to be present in the

Emirati community. Concerning job
opportunities for the youth, and despite
their importance to the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH  VWDWHG
WKH\GLGQRWH[LVW7KLVVLWXDWLRQUHTXLUHV
attention.
Results of the focus and brainstorming
VHVVLRQV ZLWK H[SHUWV DQG VWDNHKROGHUV
supported these orientations and raised many
LPSRUWDQWUHOHYDQWLVVXHV7KHVHTXDOLWDWLYH
VWXGLHVUHYHDOHGDQXPEHURI LVVXHVZKRVH
PDLQSRLQWVFDQEHVXPPDULVHGDVIROORZV
 Concepts of the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH DQG RSHQQHVV ZHUH
supported among the Emirati youth,
ZKR ZHUH QRWLFHDEO\ H[FLWHG DERXW WKH
SURFHVV RI  WKH WUDQVIHU RI  NQRZOHGJH
7KLV ZDV FRQVLGHUHG DQ LPSRUWDQW VWHS
leading to “WKHFRGLÀFDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHIRU
the UAE environment”, in the sense of “its
PRGLÀFDWLRQDQGIRUPXODWLRQLQWKHORFDOIRUP
in a way that suits the culture and identity of
the society”.
 $V IRU WKH ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
participants expressed that the concept
ZDVUHODWLYHO\QHZWRWKHP7KHPDMRULW\
thought that localisation here meant
WKDW NQRZOHGJH ZRXOG EH ORFDOLVHG WR
WKH (PLUDWL SHRSOH WKHPVHOYHV ZLWK
focus on the importance and necessity
RI  PD[LPXP SURÀW IURP WKH UHVLGHQWV
DV ZHOO DV WKH WUDQVIHU RI  NQRZOHGJH
and experiences they have had; this
included “documenting” them in order
to preserve and accumulate them, so that
WKH FRXQWU\ ZRXOG QRW UHPDLQ ´always
dependent on an external source”. The youth
DOVRFRQÀUPHGWKDWFLWL]HQVVKRXOGH[FHO
in many vital areas and not be restricted
WRWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
and to be creative and pioneering on a
global level, there after they can gradually
expand in these areas. The youth stated
KRZ LPSRUWDQW LW ZDV WKDW WKH WRSLF
RI  NQRZOHGJH PDQDJHPHQW EHFRPH
D QDWLRQDO SURMHFW ZLWK DQ DZDUHQHVV
of the importance of the participation
of the youth and their preparation for
EXLOGLQJDNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
 ,W LV WR EH EROGO\ QRWHG WKDW WKH \RXQJ
people themselves considered youth
“an energy that, if not used positively, becomes

The youth stated
KRZLPSRUWDQWLW
ZDVWKDWWKHWRSLF
RI NQRZOHGJH
management become
a national project,
ZLWKDQDZDUHQHVV
of the importance
of the participation
of the youth and
their preparation
for building a
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
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The youth noted the
need to develop their
cognitive skills in an
DSSURSULDWHZD\IRU
WKHUHTXLUHPHQWVRI 
WKHNQRZOHGJHDQG
globalisation age
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a negative energy”. Therefore, they should
WKHUHWXUQVRI RLOSURGXFWV,QRUGHUWR
be counted on, trained and given the
DFKLHYH WKH FRPSHWHQF\ RI  NQRZOHGJH
opportunity to lead in this role. A group
participants deemed it necessary to foster
RI  WKHP VDLG WKHUH ZHUH GLVFUHSDQFLHV
a culture of achievement among children
EHWZHHQ HGXFDWLRQ RXWSXWV DQG WKH
DWD\RXQJDJH,WPHDQVteaching children
UHTXLUHPHQWV RI  WKH ODERXU PDUNHW
how to make objectives for themselves and strive
ZKDW VWXGHQWV DUH OHDUQLQJ GRHV QRW
to achieve them, instead of waiting for things to
VLJQLÀFDQWO\VHUYHWKHODERXUPDUNHW7KH
be done for them or for adults to do them on their
majority of the participants stated there
behalf. “Fostering a culture of achievement is
ZHUH UHDO SUREOHPV LQ WKH HGXFDWLRQDO
very important in Emirati society, particularly
V\VWHP ZKLFK WKH\ FRQVLGHUHG ´the
among school and university students”.
source of transfer of knowledge”. Such  7KH VHFRQG FRPSHWHQF\ ZKLFK
problems included the scarcity of some
participants agreed that it supports
specialisations and the relative abundance
WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH LV WKH
RI RWKHUVZKLOHRWKHUVZHUHQRQH[LVWHQW
VRFLDO QHWZRUNLQJ $ UHDO SROOLQDWLRQ RI 
Some participants also noted the decline
NQRZOHGJHFDQQHYHUWDNHSODFHZLWKRXW
in the academic level of male and female
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ LQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK RQH
students at university.
another and understanding different
 The youth noted the need to develop
RSLQLRQVDQGLQWHOOHFWXDOIUDPHZRUNVDQG
WKHLUFRJQLWLYHVNLOOVLQDQDSSURSULDWHZD\
accepting them. Another component of
IRU WKH UHTXLUHPHQWV RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH
WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DQG WKH
and globalisation age. Some participants
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI  D NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\
PHQWLRQHG WKDW VWXGHQWV ZHUH LQ GLUH
in UAE – according to the discussions
QHHGIRUOHDUQLQJQHZVNLOOVWRKHOSWKHP
² LV UHODWHG WR HQKDQFLQJ ZRUNUHODWHG
in the future, for continuous education
values. Such values are in high demand
DQGLQFUHDVLQJWKHLUNQRZOHGJHWRZDUGV
among citizens. A fourth component is
transferring and localising it. Many of
related to the value of cultural identity.
them criticised the existing educational
Participants mentioned a dire need to
plans. They feared that the educational
HVWDEOLVK D EDODQFH EHWZHHQ WUDQVIHU
system might give an impression of
and the community culture and identity,
SURJUHVV ZKHUHDV LWV JUDGXDWHV FDQQRW
DORQJZLWKGLVSRVLQJRI DQ\GHVWUXFWLYH
FRPSHWHZLWKWKRVHJUDGXDWLQJDEURDG
social values that do not serve the
 Participating experts and stakeholders
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
demonstrated a good understanding of
such as the prevalence of consumerism
LVVXHVRI NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUORFDOLVDWLRQ
and materialism at the expense of human
DQGHPSOR\PHQWZKLOHFRQÀUPLQJWKDW
values.
these issues should be addressed in a  ,W ZDV REYLRXV WKURXJKRXW WKH
systematic and comprehensive manner
discussions that some participants
and at all levels of society and through
had issues regarding the nature of the
numerous institutions, including the
NQRZOHGJH WR EH WUDQVIHUUHG ZLWK D
Ministry of Education, the Ministry of
strong fear of subordination in the
,QIRUPDWLRQ DQG RWKHU LQVWLWXWLRQV $OO
name of development or transfer of
WKHVH LQVWLWXWLRQV VKRXOG ZRUN WRJHWKHU
NQRZOHGJH+RZHYHUVRPHSDUWLFLSDQWV
in harmony in order to form the young
FRQVLGHUHG WKDW ´WKHUH DUH NQRZOHGJH
FLWL]HQ FDGUHV WR DFTXLUH NQRZOHGJH
JDSVLQWKH$UDEZRUOGWKDWKDYHWREH
diffuse it in society, and employ and
EULGJHGµ DPRQJ ZKLFK DUH UHVHDUFK
develop it.
publication and patent gaps.
 ,QDGGLWLRQWRDZDUHQHVVRI WKHNQRZOHGJH  7KHUH ZDV DOPRVW FRQVHQVXV RYHU
topic and its importance, participants
the necessity of strengthening and
KDYH VKRZQ DQ DZDUHQHVV RI  WKH
supporting the status of the Arab
FRQQHFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHZLWKHFRQRP\
language as an incubator of culture and a
the importance of diversifying economy
recipient of the transfer and localisation
in the state, and not being restricted to
RI  NQRZOHGJH ZKLOH HPSKDVLVLQJ WKDW
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WKH ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH FDQQRW
EHDFKLHYHGZLWKRXWWKHPRWKHUWRQJXH
This should not entail neglecting other
languages and using them to open up to
DQGFRPPXQLFDWHZLWKQHZFXOWXUHVDQG
NQRZOHGJH
7KHUH ZHUH DOVR FDOOV IRU EHWWHU
organisation of concerned institutions.
7KH LGHD UDLVHG KHUH DFNQRZOHGJHV WKH
importance of the existence of general
national objectives, or a strategy for the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
$IWHUZDUGVHDFKLQVWLWXWLRQLQHGXFDWLRQ
UHVHDUFK FXOWXUH DQG PHGLD DV ZHOO DV
other state institutions should take its
VKDUHRI UHVSRQVLELOLW\WRZDUGVDFKLHYLQJ
WKHVHREMHFWLYHV7KLVZD\DOOLQVWLWXWLRQV
ZRUNWRJHWKHUWRQXUWXUHWKHDVSLUHGIRU
Emirati citizen.
Participants argued that labour markets
and institutions in their current situation
did not support creativity and the transfer
RI NQRZOHGJH6RPHSDUWLFLSDQWVSRLQWHG
out that the institutions and the labour
culture therein represented an obstacle
WR FUHDWLYLW\ DQG WR SUHVHQWLQJ QHZ
LGHDV :KDW WKH ZRUNHUV DUH XVHG WR LV
FRQVLGHUHGWKHWUHQGWKH\VKRXOGIROORZ
and it is often hard to break the routine.
,WLVQHFHVVDU\WRZRUNRQVXSSRUWLQJDQG
organising research, entrepreneurship
DQG\RXWKZHOIDUH,WEHFDPHHYLGHQWWKDW
WKHUHZDVFRQIXVLRQEHWZHHQWKHVHUROHV
WKH KHVLWDWLRQ LQ UHDO ZRUOG SUDFWLFHV
on one hand, and the vision and the
VXSSRUWLQJ SROLWLFDO ZLOO RQ WKH RWKHU
Discussions indicated a perplexity and
lack of harmony across the different
concepts related to the existence of
institutions to support the youth, such
DVWKH0LQLVWU\RI <RXWKDQGWKHZRUN
of these institutions in the area of
NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQ
As far as the enabling environments are
FRQFHUQHG HYHU\RQH FRQÀUPHG WKHLU
appropriateness and existence. Everyone
DOVRFRQÀUPHGWKDWÀQDQFLDODOORFDWLRQV
H[LVW DV ZHOO DV SROLWLFDO VXSSRUW DQG D
clear political vision. These represent
important characteristics of enabling

environments for the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH +RZHYHU
some participants indicated gaps in
the research enabling environments,
including support for creativity, research
and publications among citizens, in
DGGLWLRQWRWKHGHÀFLHQF\LQWUDQVIRUPLQJ
research outcomes into tangible products
to serve society.
,Q FRQFOXVLRQ WKH QHHG WR FODULI\ WKH
REMHFWLYHV DQG ZRUN WRZDUGV WKH WUDQVIHU
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHZDVUHÁHFWHG
and emphasised throughout the discussions.
3DUWLFLSDQWVH[SUHVVHGWKLVLQYDULRXVZD\V
“For our society to be a knowledge society, we must
know where it is, where we want to go and how. We
must not reject opening up to others”.
This leads us to the discussion of strategies
UHJDUGLQJ NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG
localisation. Participants deemed that any
strategy for the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH PXVW EHJLQ ZLWK EXLOGLQJ WKH
human being. Education is to be given top
priority; it should be the top priority of the
H[HFXWLYH DXWKRULW\ ZLWK WKH REMHFWLYH RI 
raising a human being capable of dealing
ZLWK WKH IXWXUH ´The most important factor
in the transfer and localisation of knowledge is
education, and the basic step in education is how to
achieve balance between memorising, understanding,
critical thinking and balance between the access to
information, obtaining it through the internet, and
the local production of knowledge”.
´:HPXVWHQJDJHWKH\RXWKLQWKHPHDQVRI NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDQGLQGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ
LQDVHQVHWKDWWKH\RXWKDUHSDUWQHUVLQFUHDWLQJWKHIXWXUH$QGZHVKRXOGQRWUHO\VROHO\
RQWKHLQVWLWXWLRQVZRUNLQJRQEHKDOI RI WKH\RXWK:HPXVWEHOLHYHLQWKH\RXWKDQGLQ
WKHLUFDSDFLWLHVDQGSUHSDUHWKHPIRUWKHSURFHVVRI NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQµ
2QHRI WKHIHPDOHVSHDNHUVVWDWHGWKDWLI ZHGRQRWHQJDJHZLWKDQGLQWHJUDWHWKH\RXWK
WKH\ZLOOLQWHJUDWHXVLQJWKHLURZQPHDQVIRUWKH\RXWKWRGD\DUHDQHQHUJ\´7KH\RXWK
KDYHLQWHJUDWHGZLWKRXWXVDVNLQJWKHPWRGRVRZLWKRXWNQRZLQJLWRUQRWLFLQJLW,ZDV
FKDWWLQJZLWKDIHPDOHVWXGHQWRQ,QVWDJUDP,WKRXJKWVKHZDVDQROGODG\DQGZDVWDONLQJ
WRKHULQDPDWXUHZD\$WWKHHQGVKHGLVSOD\HGKHUSLFWXUHDQG,GLVFRYHUHGVKHZDVD
FKLOG7KHUHLVDQLQÀOWUDWLRQRI WKH\RXWKLQWRWKHZRUOGRI DGXOWVZHPXVWUHDFKRXW
WRWKH\RXWKDQGGHDOZLWKWKHPXVLQJWKHORJLFRI FXUUHQWWLPHV/HWWKH\RXWKEHFRPH
SDUWQHUV7KH\DUHHQHUJ\,I ZHGRQRWUHDFKWKHPLWZLOOEHDQHJDWLYHHQHUJ\:HVKRXOG
LQWHJUDWHZLWKWKH\RXWKDQGQRWGLVWDQFHRXUVHOYHVIURPWKHPQRUWKHPIURPXVµ
Excerpts of participants’ comments during the brainstorming sessions
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