CHAPTER ONE:
PREAMBLE

Preamble

1

2

Arab Knowledge Report 2014: Youth and Localisation of Knowledge - United Arab Emirates

Introduction

This report addresses the capabilities and
mechanisms that enable the country and
its youth to achieve the goal of building a
NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ DQG WKHUHIRUH DFWLYHO\
SDUWLFLSDWH LQ FUHDWLQJ D QHZ FLYLOLVDWLRQ
QRWRQO\LQWKH8$(EXWDFURVVWKHZRUOG
0RUHRYHU WKH UHSRUW H[SORUHV KRZ WR
GHDO ZLWK WKH QHFHVVLW\ RI  LQWHJUDWLQJ WKH
Emirati youth, aged 19-29, into the process
RI NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQDQG
the opportunities and challenges that hinder
WKLV'UDZLQJXSRQÀHOGLQYHVWLJDWLRQVWKH
current situation of the country’s youth is
FDUHIXOO\H[DPLQHGSDUWLFXODUO\ZLWKUHVSHFW
to the possession of cognitive, cultural,
economic and societal capabilities that are
essential to actively contribute to building
WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ ,Q DGGLWLRQ WKH
report aims to diagnose the status of the
available enabling environments and their
ability to expand youth opportunities and
build their capacity to achieve this goal.

:LWKLQWKHJHQHUDOIUDPHZRUNRI WKHWKLUG
$UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW  FRPHV WKLV
UHSRUW RQ ´<RXWK DQG /RFDOLVDWLRQ RI 
.QRZOHGJHLQWKH8$(µ,WVKHGVOLJKWRQ
one of the most important issues facing
the Emirati society, namely integrating
the youth and enabling them to actively
contribute to the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH 7KLV SURFHVV VHUYHV DV D
springboard for the establishment of the
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\LQWKH8$(DQGDFWVDV
DZLQGRZWRZLGHUKRUL]RQVIRUVXVWDLQDEOH
human development. The biggest challenge
in creating this society lies in the process of
EXLOGLQJWKHKXPDQEHLQJRUWKHNQRZOHGJH
FDSLWDORQQHZIRXQGDWLRQVWKDWDUHDOLJQHG
ZLWK WKH UHTXLUHPHQWV RI  WKH FXUUHQW DJH
This includes enabling the youth – the key
category of this society – to develop their
NQRZOHGJHVNLOOVWKLQNLQJIUDPHZRUNVDQG
values so as to transfer, localise, produce
DQGHPSOR\NQRZOHGJHHIIHFWLYHO\IRUWKHLU The issue of integrating the youth and
RZQEHQHÀWDQGWKDWRI WKH(PLUDWLVRFLHW\ stimulating their active participation in the
DVDZKROH
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
holds a special importance for the UAE, it
:LWK NQRZOHGJH UHSUHVHQWLQJ RQH RI  being one of the steadily rising countries
the most important foundations of aiming to achieve the highest possible rates
comprehensive and sustainable human RI GHYHORSPHQWDVZHOODVDGYDQFLQJLQWKH
development, the engagement of all ZLGHU ÀHOGV RI  NQRZOHGJH ,Q WKLV UHJDUG
categories and elements of a given society the UAE has declared its determination
LQ WKH SURFHVVHV RI  NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU to become one of the best countries in
localisation, employment and production WKH ZRUOG DV H[SUHVVHG LQ WKH 8$( 
LV D PXVW ,Q RUGHU WR DFKLHYH WKLV LW LV Vision. Undoubtedly, there are many factors
imperative to face the challenges that might that support this ambition. The country’s
LPSHGH WKH EXLOGLQJ RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH VLJQLÀFDQW ÀQDQFLDO FDSDELOLWLHV DQG ÀUP
VRFLHW\EHLWLQHGXFDWLRQVFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK SROLWLFDO DQG VRFLHWDO ZLOO FRXSOHG ZLWK LWV
or other sectors. Moreover, the effective relatively small size, in terms of land area
PDQDJHPHQWRI NQRZOHGJHLVDPHFKDQLVP DQG SRSXODWLRQ ZLOO PDNH WKHVH DPELWLRQV
WKURXJK ZKLFK WKH VWDWH FDQ EXLOG QHZ SRVVLEOHDQGZLWKLQUHDFKLQWKHQHDUIXWXUH
JHQHUDWLRQV RI  FLWL]HQV ZKR DUH HTXLSSHG
ZLWK WKH VNLOOV UHTXLUHG WR KDQGOH FXUUHQW This report builds on several facts and
NQRZOHGJH OHDUQLQJ VFKHPHV EDVHG RQ LQWHOOHFWXDO EDVHV WKH ÀUVW RI  ZKLFK EHLQJ
creativity, innovation, critical thinking and that the youth are the main means and
VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK .QRZOHGJH ZRUNHUV DUH the primary group relied upon to establish
WKH IRXQGDWLRQ RI  SURJUHVV DQG ZHDOWK LQ WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ RU DW OHDVW WKH\
WKHFXUUHQWNQRZOHGJHDJHDQGWKHSULPDU\ should be; as they are the primary engine
ZHDOWKSURGXFLQJ DFWLYLWLHV GR QRW UHO\ RQ pushing in this direction. As a result, the
WKHDYDLODELOLW\RI UDZPDWHULDOVRUODERXUEXW \RXWK PXVW EH SURYLGHG ZLWK DGHTXDWH
UDWKHURQWKHDGGHGYDOXHWKDWWKHVHZRUNHUV DWWHQWLRQ DQG HPSRZHUPHQW 7KH IDFW
provide through renovation, innovation and WKDW D NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ LV QRW VHOIEXLOW
NQRZOHGJHDSSOLFDWLRQLQWKHZRUNSODFH
comes as the second intellectual basis;

The issue of
integrating the youth
and stimulating their
active participation
in the transfer
and localisation of
NQRZOHGJHKROGVD
special importance
for the UAE, it being
one of the steadily
rising countries
aiming to achieve the
highest possible rates
of development, as
ZHOODVDGYDQFLQJ
LQWKHZLGHUÀHOGV
RI NQRZOHGJH
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NQRZOHGJH PD\ H[LVW LQ D FHUWDLQ FRXQWU\
but its availability does not necessarily entail
WKH H[LVWHQFH RI  D ´NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\µ
The third basis indicates that establishing
WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ WKURXJK WKH \RXWK
HTXLSSHG ZLWK NQRZOHGJH WRROV PXVW EH
REVHUYHG DV D SUDFWLFDO SURJUDPPH ZLWK
measures that ought to be implemented in
WKH ÀHOGV RI  HGXFDWLRQ VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK
culture, communication, economics, media,
WHFKQRORJ\DQGRWKHUÀHOGVDOODWWKHVDPH
time and in harmony and integration.

,WLVQRH[DJJHUDWLRQ
to say that the
\RXWKDUHDQGZLOO
continue to be the
fuel of Emirati
society, because
they are capable of
DGYDQFLQJWRZDUGVWKH
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
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The importance of the UAE report
lies in addressing this subject at a time
of major economic, social and political
transformations that are affecting the Arab
society’s core pillars and its major capital
represented in young human resources that
are able to build. The Emirati society, 43
years after the formation of the Union, has
attained a level of community and economic
maturity, evident in its major achievements
LQ DOPRVW DOO ÀHOGV 7KH HPHUJHQFH RI  WKH
\RXWKERWKLQWHUPVRI TXDOLW\DQGTXDQWLW\
as a key group in society represents perhaps
one of the most important features of this
SKDVH ZLWK WKH RSSRUWXQLWLHV FKDOOHQJHV
DQGKRSHVLWHQWDLOVSDUWLFXODUO\ZLWKUHVSHFW
to broadening their opportunities and
activating their participation in building
DQGSURJUHVVLQJLQZKDWEHQHÀWVWKHPDQG
(PLUDWL VRFLHW\ DV D ZKROH 7KH SUHYLRXV
$UDE NQRZOHGJH UHSRUWV1 KDYH VKRZQ WKDW
the UAE, despite its substantial progress in
PDQ\ÀHOGVVWLOOVXIIHUVIURPDNQRZOHGJHJDS
LQQXPHURXVVFLHQWLÀFOLWHUDU\DQGWHFKQLFDO
ÀHOGV7KLVUHSRUWDLPVWRSUHVHQWDPRGHO
RI ZKDWWKH8$(KDVDFKLHYHGVRIDUDQG
ZKDWLWVWULYHVWRDFKLHYHLQRUGHUWREULGJH
WKLVJDS,WLVQRH[DJJHUDWLRQWRVD\WKDWWKH
\RXWKDUHDQGZLOOFRQWLQXHWREHWKHIXHORI 
Emirati society, because they are capable of
DGYDQFLQJ WRZDUGV WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\
Both the state and society in the UAE shall
continue to rely on and support the youth to
enable them to achieve tangible development
LQWKHÀHOGVRI HGXFDWLRQVFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK
technology, media and culture dedicated
WRZDUGVHVWDEOLVKLQJWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
Taking into consideration that the youth
are the driving force, policies and strategies
should aim at transferring the society into a

GHYHORSPHQWSKDVHEDVHGRQWKHQHZHQJLQH
RI ´NQRZOHGJHµ7KHHIIHFWLYHLQWHJUDWLRQRI 
the youth into the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH LQ WKLV DPELWLRXV VRFLHW\ LV
the beginning of the journey in search of a
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\LQWKH8$(

Completing the Journey towards
Establishing the Knowledge
Society in the UAE
7KLVUHSRUWFRQWLQXHVWKHVWHSVRI WKHWZR
SUHYLRXV UHSRUWV WKDW WDUJHWHG NQRZOHGJH
DQG WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\LQWKH$UDEZRUOGLQJHQHUDODQGLQ
WKH8$(LQSDUWLFXODU7KHÀUVW.QRZOHGJH
5HSRUWHQWLWOHG´7RZDUGV3URGXFWLYH
,QWHUFRPPXQLFDWLRQ IRU .QRZOHGJHµ
GHÀQHG WKH HVVHQWLDO FRQFHSWV IRU EXLOGLQJ
WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ LQ WKH $UDE ZRUOG
,W WDFNOHG WKH FRQGLWLRQV IRU WUDQVIHUULQJ
NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVLQJ LW DQG GLIIXVLQJ LWV
LQVWUXPHQWVDVZHOODVLGHQWLI\LQJWKHQHFHVVDU\
HQDEOLQJ HQYLURQPHQW ZKLOH IRFXVLQJ RQ
the necessity of creating an atmosphere
WKDW SURPRWHV DQG QXUWXUHV NQRZOHGJH LQ
DOODUHQDVHVSHFLDOO\LQHGXFDWLRQ7KHÀUVW
UHSRUW VKRZHG WKH TXDQWLWDWLYH SURJUHVV
LQ HGXFDWLRQ ZKLOH QRWLQJ WKDW LW ZDV QRW
DFFRPSDQLHG E\ D TXDOLWDWLYH RQH WKDW
DOORZV IRU WKH DFFXPXODWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
FDSLWDO DQG WKH FUHDWLRQ RI  DQ DGHTXDWH
enabling environment that permits the
FRQYHUVLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH LQWR DQ DFWLYH
factor in human development. The Arab
states, including the UAE, have not yet
EHHQDEOHWREXLOGWKHUHTXLUHGFULWLFDOPDVV
RI  TXDOLÀHG \RXWK FDSDEOH RI  OHDGLQJ WKH
SURFHVVRI HVWDEOLVKLQJDNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
and economy. The report’s conclusions have
DOVRVKRZQWKHFHQWUDOUROHRI NQRZOHGJHLQ
development. Furthermore, they stressed
the strategic value of education and training
V\VWHPV SDUWLFXODUO\ IRU WKH \RXWK ZKR
are the main actors in building the
NQRZOHGJHEDVHG VRFLHW\ HFRQRP\ DQG
associated main values.
$FFHVVLQJWKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\UHTXLUHVD
VHULHVRI LPSHUDWLYHFRQGLWLRQVWKHÀUVWRI 
ZKLFK FRQVLVWV RI  IRUPLQJ WKH \RXWK DQG
LPSURYLQJWKHLUTXDOLÀFDWLRQVE\SURYLGLQJ
WKHP ZLWK QHZ NQRZOHGJH DQG OLIH VNLOOV
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WKDWWUDQVIRUPWKHPIURPPHUHNQRZOHGJH
consumers to actors capable of producing,
FLUFXODWLQJDQGLQYHVWLQJLQNQRZOHGJH7KLV
ZDV FRQÀUPHG E\ WKH 8$( FDVH VWXG\ LQ
the second AKR 2010/2011. The report
explored the level of readiness of those
under eighteen years of age to access the
NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ ,W FRQFOXGHG WKDW WKH
H[LVWLQJVNLOOVZHUHLQJHQHUDOLQIHULRUWRWKH
UHTXLUHGOHYHO WKDWTXDOLÀHVWKHPWRDFFHVV
WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ WKRXJK WKH H[LVWLQJ
YDOXHV ZHUH IRXQG WR EH VDWLVIDFWRU\ 7KH
FDVHRI WKH8$(LQWKHUHSRUWZDVPDUNHG
E\ ERWK WKH GHVLUH DQG WKH ZLOO WR ZRUN
WRZDUGV HVWDEOLVKLQJ WKH IRXQGDWLRQV RI  D
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\DVZHOODVWKHDYDLODELOLW\
RI  WKH UHTXLUHPHQWV IRU DFWLRQ HVSHFLDOO\
ÀQDQFLDO FDSDELOLWLHV DQG LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
+RZHYHUWKHVWUDWHJLHVIRUDFWLRQDQGWKHLU
embodiement in programmes and plans
ZHUHQRWYHU\HYLGHQWDQGZHUHQRWUHÁHFWHG
DV UHTXLUHG LQ WKH DFKLHYHPHQWV DQG WKH
LPSURYHPHQWRI \RXQJSHRSOH·VNQRZOHGJH
and education levels.
Based on the results and conclusions of the
WZR SUHYLRXV UHSRUWV WKLV UHSRUW ´<RXWK
DQG /RFDOLVDWLRQ RI  .QRZOHGJH LQ 8$(µ
focuses on the role of the youth, the main
OHYHU LQ EXLOGLQJ WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\
The UAE case study comes as an essential
complement, in parallel and in accordance
ZLWK WKH WKLUG $UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW
(AKR) 2014,2 published simultaneously,
ZKLFKLVDGGUHVVLQJWKHVDPHLVVXHVEXWIURP
a regional Arab perspective. This report
GLDJQRVHVWKHNQRZOHGJHDQGYDOXHUHDOLWLHV
RI WKH\RXWKDVZHOODVWKHLUUHDGLQHVVOHYHO
DQG VNLOOV UHTXLUHG IRU HQDEOLQJ WKHP WR
DFKLHYHWKHTXDQWXPOHDSLQ(PLUDWLVRFLHW\
and to contribute to the transition from the
´WUDQVIHUDQGFRQVXPSWLRQµRI NQRZOHGJH
WRLWV´DFTXLVLWLRQDQGORFDOLVDWLRQµ

The Concepts of Localisation
of Knowledge and Active
Integration of the Youth
,QOLQHZLWKWKHFRQFHSWXDOPRGHODGRSWHG
LQWKH7KLUG$UDE.QRZOHGJH5HSRUW
the overall conceptualisation of the process
of enabling the youth to actively participate
LQWKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH

LV EDVHG RQ WZR HVVHQWLDO HOHPHQWV )LUVW
the concepts and approaches of the
´WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJHµ
and second, “enabling and preparing” the
youth to actively participate in the transfer
and localisation processes. Similarly, the
FRQFHSW RI  ´ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJHµ
encompasses three integrated key elements:
ÀUVWLVWKHSURGXFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHVHFRQG
LVWKHHPSOR\PHQWRI NQRZOHGJHIRUKXPDQ
development purposes in its cultural,
VFLHQWLÀFVRFLDOSROLWLFDODQGHQYLURQPHQWDO
dimensions; and third is the dissemination
RI NQRZOHGJH
The term localisation does not only entail
WKH DFW RI  WUDQVIHU EHFDXVH ZKDW PDNHV
it localised is the process of producing
and re-producing the representations that
DFFRPSDQ\ LW DORQJ ZLWK WKH QHFHVVDU\
FRQGLWLRQVIRUWKHWUDQVIHUSURFHVVIROORZHG
by the localisation and production processes.
The goal is to provide enabling environments
that include institutions and legislation,
ZLWKRXWZKLFKLWZRXOGEHKDUGWRDWWDLQWKH
WKUHVKROGV RI  NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVDWLRQ 7KLV
also entails devising the means that enable
localisation and providing the necessary
elements for building the foundations of
WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\WKHPRVWSURPLQHQW
RI  ZKLFK DUH ,&7 DQG WKH LQWHUQHW 7KHVH
elements have become an imperative
SUHFXUVRU WR DFFHVVLQJ D QHZ ZRUOG DQG D
fresh unbounded culture, i.e. the spaces of
GHYHORSPHQWDQGNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

The goal is to provide
enabling environments
that include
institutions and
OHJLVODWLRQZLWKRXW
ZKLFKLWZRXOG
be hard to attain
the thresholds of
NQRZOHGJHORFDOLVDWLRQ

8QGRXEWHGO\ NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU LV D
QHFHVVDU\VWHSWRDFTXLUHWKHUXGLPHQWVDQG
WRROV RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ HVSHFLDOO\
,&7 DV ZHOO DV WKH HVVHQWLDO WHFKQLFDO
communication and more general life
VNLOOV /RFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH ² ZKLFK
is the main focus of this report – is the
WUDQVLWLRQIURPFRQVXPSWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
and recycling it from its original form, to
LWV DFTXLVLWLRQ XVH DQG GHSOR\PHQW 7KLV
ORFDOLVDWLRQ VKRXOG KDSSHQ ZLWKLQ VSHFLÀF
FRPPXQLWLHVDQGZLWKLQDVRFLDODQGFXOWXUDO
system that aims at progressing and providing
the conditions for genuine development
capable of actively contributing to building
the human civilisation. The Emirati youth are
to this act its lever, main end and purpose.
Preamble



,Q KLV ZRUNV 0DQXHO &DVWHOOV3 explained
WKH PDMRU IHDWXUHV RI  WKH QHWZRUN HUD
and highlighted the role of information
technology in achieving major social
transformations. Castells has highlighted
WKHUROHRI WKHDFWLYH´VHOI µLQWKHQHWZRUN
VRFLHW\ZKHUHWKHZRUNHUVVWULYHLQGLYLGXDOO\
DQG FROOHFWLYHO\ ZLWKLQ QHWZRUNV WKDW
SURGXFHDQGWUDGHLQZKDWKHFDOOV´WKHSRZHU
and experience”. This is done by moving in
YLUWXDOZRUOGVWKDWWUDQVFHQGVSDFHDQGWLPH
barriers and defy simultaneously the various
structures, classes and social segments.

The Conceptual Model for the Youth
and the Localisation of Knowledge
The conceptual model adopted in this
report for the UAE case is based on the
LQWHUGHSHQGHQFHEHWZHHQWZREDVLFSLOODUVIRU
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH4

Sustainable human
development is
the ultimate goal
of establishing a
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

 )LUVW´3URYLGLQJWKH.QRZOHGJH&DSLWDOµ
FRQVLVWLQJRI \RXWKFDSDELOLWLHVWKDWZLOO
ensure the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH
 Second: “Providing the Enabling
(QYLURQPHQWVµ LQFOXGLQJ WKH UHTXLUHG
legislations, supporting institutions,
and freedoms in their broader sense.
Thus, securing the necessary tools
needed for the transfer and localisation
RI  NQRZOHGJH LQFOXGLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQDO
OHJLVODWLYHFRJQLWLYHDQGÀQDQFLDOWRROV
Both pillars, and the means they embody,
complement each other in achieving the
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHZLWKLQDQLQWHJUDWHG
system based on the mechanisms of transfer
and localisation, including information
WHFKQRORJ\ ÀQDQFLDO DQG QRQÀQDQFLDO
stimuli, openness and communication,
global and regional partnerships, translation,
HYDOXDWLRQ DQG IROORZXS $FFRUGLQJ WR
WKHVH FRQFHSWV WKH WUDQVIHU RI  NQRZOHGJH
SURFHVVHV DUH YLHZHG DV SDUW RI  D ELJJHU
SLFWXUH ZKLFK HQWDLOV WKH XOWLPDWH JRDO
QDPHO\WKHORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
As demonstrated in Figure 1.1, the concept
RI  NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVDWLRQ LQYROYHV WKUHH
FRPSOHPHQWDU\ NH\ HOHPHQWV 7KH ÀUVW LV
WKHWUDQVIHURI NQRZOHGJHWKHVHFRQGWKH
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SURGXFWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHDQGWKHWKLUGWKH
HPSOR\PHQW DQG GLIIXVLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
IRUGHYHORSPHQWSXUSRVHVWREHQHÀWVRFLHW\
:LWKLQWKLVFRQWH[WWKHTXHVWLRQWKDWDULVHV
LV WKH H[WHQW RI  DYDLODELOLW\ DQG HIÀFLHQF\
RI  WKH HQDEOLQJ HQYLURQPHQWV UHTXLUHG IRU
WKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
LQFOXGLQJ OHJLVODWLRQV ODZV LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
VXSSRUWLQJLQVWLWXWLRQVDVZHOODVHFRQRPLF
VRFLDO SROLWLFDO HGXFDWLRQDO VFLHQWLÀF
cultural and media conditions.
Within this conceptual model, enabling the
youth is considered the second most vital
element, as the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH FDQQRW WDNH SODFH ZLWKRXW WKH
youth in particular and human resources
LQJHQHUDO(PSRZHULQJWKH\RXWKLVWKHQ
one of the key tools in establishing the
KXPDQ NQRZOHGJH FDSLWDO QHHGHG LQ WKH
UAE for the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH7KHUHIRUHWKHUHLVDQLQWHUDFWLYH
UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ \RXWK HPSRZHUPHQW
DQG NQRZOHGJH ORFDOLVDWLRQ WKH PRUH WKH
youth are enabled, the more enhanced the
ORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHLV7KHFRQFHSWRI 
youth enablement and the enhancement of
WKHLUFRQWULEXWLRQVLQEXLOGLQJWKHNQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\LVEDVHGRQWKHWULDGRI NQRZOHGJH
development and freedom adopted by
WKH $UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW  7KH
current report considers that the issue of
youth is not only inseparable from that of
development, but rather lies at the heart of
LW7KH\RXWKDUHWKHEHDUHUVRI NQRZOHGJH
and the achievers of development. At
the same time, development provides
opportunities to secure their freedoms and
ensure their readiness to achieve sustainable
GHYHORSPHQWZKLOHHQDEOLQJWKHPWRDFFHVV
WKHZLGHUGRPDLQVRI WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\

Knowledge Localisation as a Gateway
for Sustainable Development
,QWKLVFRQWH[WWKHUHLVDQHHGWRWRXFKRQWKH
FRQFHSW RI  KXPDQ GHYHORSPHQW ZKLFK LV
WKHXOWLPDWHJRDORI HVWDEOLVKLQJDNQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\ )RU D ORQJ WLPH SURJUHVV ZDV
associated in economic and social literature
ZLWKWKHFRQFHSWRI JURZWKUHSUHVHQWHGLQ
the achievement of minimal accumulation of
TXDQWLWDWLYHLQGLFDWRUVVXFKDVWKH*'3DQG
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Figure 1.1

The Conceptual Model for the Localisation of Knowledge and the Youth Enabling System
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LWVSHUFDSLWDVKDUHDVZHOODVWKHDYDLODELOLW\
of economic and social structures and the
EDVLFDQGQHFHVVDU\LQIUDVWUXFWXUH+RZHYHU
development policies and their priorities
have led in many cases to less-than-desired
RUFRXQWHUSURGXFWLYHUHVXOWVDVSULRULW\ZDV
RIWHQ JLYHQ WR PRQHWDU\ LQGLFDWRUV ZKLOH
ODUJHO\ QHJOHFWLQJ GHDOLQJ ZLWK WKH HVVHQFH
of effective development and its center, i.e.
humans.
Credit primarily goes to the United Nations
'HYHORSPHQW 3URJUDPPH ZKLFK UHSODFHG
WKHFRQFHSWRI JURZWKZLWKWKHQHZFRQFHSW
RI GHYHORSPHQWZKLFKWKHQEHFDPHKXPDQ
development. This approach represents a
TXDQWXPOHDSIURPWKHVWUDWHJLHVDQGSROLFLHV
RI JURZWKWRWKDWRI KXPDQGHYHORSPHQW
WKHJHQHUDOFRQFHSWXQGHUZKLFKORFDOLVDWLRQ
IDOOVDQGIURPZKLFKLWVWHPV

'HYHORSPHQW5HSRUWLQWRGHÀQHWKH
concept of human development: “People
DUHWKHUHDOZHDOWKRI DQDWLRQWKHEDVLF
objective of development is to create an
enabling environment for people to enjoy
long, healthy and creative lives. This may
appear to be a simple truth, but it is often
IRUJRWWHQ LQ WKH LPPHGLDWH FRQFHUQ ZLWK
the accumulation of commodities and
ÀQDQFLDOZHDOWKµ

7KLV GHÀQLWLRQ UHYHDOV WKH GHSWK RI  WKH
concept of development versus the reductive
FRQFHSWRI JURZWK*URZWKGRHVQRWVKRZ
WKH UHDO EHQHÀFLDULHV LQ WKH GHYHORSPHQW
process, as there are certain investments
ZKRVH UHVXOWV DUH QRW LPPHGLDWHO\ VKRZQ
LQ WKH QDWLRQDO SURGXFW RU JURZWK ÀJXUHV
Such investments include better nutrition
and health services, easy access to
NQRZOHGJH PRUH VHFXUH OLYHOLKRRGV JRRG
7KLV PRYH LV GHÀQHG LQ D YHU\ VLJQLÀFDQW ZRUNFRQGLWLRQVVHFXULW\DJDLQVWFULPHDQG
VWDWHPHQWXVHGLQWKHÀUVW81'3+XPDQ physical violence and a sense of participation

*URZWKGRHVQRW
VKRZWKHUHDO
EHQHÀFLDULHVLQ
the development
process, as there are
certain investments
ZKRVHUHVXOWVDUHQRW
LPPHGLDWHO\VKRZQLQ
the national product
RUJURZWKÀJXUHV
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The concept of
sustainable human
development thus
KLJKOLJKWVWZRDVSHFWV
WKHÀUVWLVPDQLIHVWHG
in forming human
FDSDFLW\LQWKHÀHOGV
of education and
NQRZOHGJHZKLOHWKH
other stresses the need
WRHPSRZHUKXPDQ
beings through the
investment of their
capacity in production
and the contribution
WRYDULRXVÀHOGV

in the economic and cultural activities of the
community one lives in. Of course, everyone
VHHNV LQFRPH JURZWK KRZHYHU WKDW LV QRW
the only demand that a person lives for or
a government is focused on achieving.6 The
TXDOLW\ RI  OLIH LV QRW DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK SHU
FDSLWD LQFRPH LW LV VLJQLÀFDQWO\ HPERGLHG
in the total services provided to individuals
LQWKHFRPPXQLW\ZLWKWKHDLPRI DFKLHYLQJ
DQG VHFXULQJ ZKDW FRXOG EH GHVFULEHG DV
ZHOOEHLQJDQGKDSSLQHVV2QHRI WKHPDLQ
and direct results of using the concept of
GHYHORSPHQWLQLWVDIRUHPHQWLRQHGGHÀQLWLRQ
LVDVVRFLDWLQJLWSULPDULO\ZLWKKXPDQZHOO
being from a holistic perspective, and
considering people’s cognitive, cultural and
social needs as important as their materialistic
ones. There is no longer a standard form or
XQLÀHG UHFLSH IRU GHYHORSPHQW EXW UDWKHU
different and multiple paths for various
human communities and the multiplicity of
their organisation and cultures.

Despite the substantial progress in terms of
PHWKRGVVFLHQWLÀFDSSURDFKHVDQGUHVHDUFK
GHYHORSPHQWZLOOUHPDLQDQDEVWUDFWFRQFHSW
While it suggests many mechanisms and
interventions, it does not refer to an elixir
for attaining a desired level of development.
(YHU\ VRFLHW\ KDV LWV RZQ GHYHORSPHQWDO
QHHGV WKDW ÀW LWV FDSDELOLWLHV +HQFH
development seems like a complex process of
change as results are not guaranteed, making
it more perplexing since it does not simply Box 1.1
happen by a politician or expert's decision but Development and the Shift Towards the
DOVR UHTXLUHV VHYHUDO VWLPXODWLQJ FRQGLWLRQV Knowledge Economy
and enabling environments necessary for its
The increased reliance of development plans on
localisation and sustainability.
The Organic Relationship between
Development and Knowledge
Debating development issues is rooted in
WKHLUGLUHFWUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKHNQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\ DV KXPDQ GHYHORSPHQW ÀQGV LWV
SURFHGXUDO LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ LQ WKH NQRZOHGJH
HPSRZHUPHQW RI  WKH PHPEHUV RI  WKH
society. The spread of modern technology,
the prevalence of the existing “proximity
to information”, and the ease of access to
VFLHQFH DQG NQRZOHGJH DUH SUDFWLFDO DQG
empirical evidences of developmental
successes.

8

Development in general is a consistent
and harmonious political, social, economic
and valuable process targeting the constant
LPSURYHPHQWRI OLIHFRQGLWLRQV,WLQYROYHV
a type of change that targets the human
environment in terms of preparation and
HTXLSPHQW DV ZHOO DV NQRZOHGJH WUHQGV
and practices.7 The concepts of human
GHYHORSPHQWDQGLWVSUDFWLFHVDOVRFRQÀUPWKH
importance of investing in humans to build
DQGHVWDEOLVKDTXDOLÀHGKXPDQFDSLWDO7KLV
can only be achieved by granting the people
ZLGHURSSRUWXQLWLHVWRDFTXLUHNQRZOHGJHDV
WKHUHLVQRGHYHORSPHQWZLWKRXWNQRZOHGJH
The concept of sustainable human
GHYHORSPHQWWKXVKLJKOLJKWVWZRDVSHFWVWKH
ÀUVWLVPDQLIHVWHGLQIRUPLQJKXPDQFDSDFLW\
LQ WKH ÀHOGV RI  HGXFDWLRQ DQG NQRZOHGJH
ZKLOHWKHRWKHUVWUHVVHVWKHQHHGWRHPSRZHU
human beings through the investment
of their capacity in production and the
FRQWULEXWLRQ WR YDULRXV ÀHOGV 7KHUHIRUH
it can be said that sustainable human
development is considered a comprehensive
HQYLVLRQLQJ SURFHVV DLPHG DW HPSRZHULQJ
human beings, building cognitive abilities
and expanding their options in various
ÀHOGV7KLVZRXOGUHQGHUDTXDOLÀHGKXPDQ
being capable of investing his cognitive and
LQWHOOHFWXDOHQHUJLHVLQVXFKDZD\WKDWZRXOG
enhance them, promote them and ensure
their conservation.8

NQRZOHGJHDQGLWVGHULYDWLYHVKDVUHVXOWHGLQD
VKLIWWRZDUGVWKHNQRZOHGJHHFRQRP\IURPDQ
economy based on the physical component to
RQHLQZKLFKNQRZOHGJHDQGVNLOOVDUHDWWKHFRUH
of the production process. This is evidenced
E\ WKH VKLIW LQ HFRQRPLF WKRXJKW ZKLFK LQ
LWV GHÀQLWLRQ RI  WKH OHYHOV RI  GHYHORSPHQW RI 
countries, moved from relying on conventional
indicators, such as the gross domestic product
or gross national product, to indicators that
are more accurate taking into account other
criteria such as education, health and per capita
income, similar to the Human Development
,QGH[XVHGE\WKH8QLWHG1DWLRQV'HYHORSPHQW
Programme.

Source: Abderrahim Al Maslouhi, background paper for the report.
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,Q JHQHUDO ´NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\µ LV XVHG
to indicate the current phase in human
society’s development, mainly based on
the transfer, localisation and dissemination
RI  NQRZOHGJH DV ZHOO DV LWV SURGXFWLRQ
DQG HIÀFLHQW HPSOR\PHQW LQ DOO DUHDV RI 
FRPPXQDO DFWLYLW\ DOO WKH ZD\ WR ZLGHU
ÀHOGV DQG OHYHOV RI  KXPDQ GHYHORSPHQW9
,Q WKLV UHJDUG WKH  UHSRUW RI  WKH
Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) entitled
´.QRZOHGJH0DQDJHPHQWLQWKH/HDUQLQJ
6RFLHW\µFRQÀUPHGWKDW´NQRZOHGJHLVWKH
NH\IDFWRULQWKHQHZPRGHRI SURGXFWLRQ
and that the learning process is the key to
REWDLQLQJNQRZOHGJHµ10
7KHPDLQFRQGLWLRQIRUNQRZOHGJHWRUHVHUYH
its place as a vital element in the process
of human development is to become a
FRPSRQHQWRI OLIHLQDOOÀHOGVVRWKHFXOWXUH
RI VHDUFKLQJIRUNQRZOHGJHDFTXLULQJLWDQG
utilising it becomes entrenched in peoples’
OLYHV.QRZOHGJHEHFRPHVXVHOHVVLI LWLVDQ
individual product or an external product
WKDW KDV QR UHWXUQ RU EHQHÀW WR VRFLHW\
7KHUHIRUH WKH WHUP NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\
FRQFHUQVVRFLHW\DVDZKROHLQDGGLWLRQWR
LWVFXOWXUHZKLFKVHHNVZD\VWRDFTXLUHWKLV
NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU ORFDOLVH DQG EHQHÀW
from it, build on and enrich it.

The Active Participation of the
Youth as a Prerequisite for the
Localisation of Knowledge
As demonstrated above, the concept
of human development intersects and
goes beyond the preceding policies and
SURJUHVV VWUDWHJLHV ,W KDV KXPDQ EHLQJV
DWLWVFHQWUHDVZHOODVWKHPRVWDFWLYHDQG
productive group, the youth, at its heart.
,Q WKLV FRQWH[W WKH \RXWK DUH QR ORQJHU D
PHUHDJHJURXSZLWKVSHFLDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFV
DQG UHTXLUHPHQWV QRU D WXUEXOHQW SHULRG
RI  WUDQVLWLRQ EHWZHHQ FKLOGKRRG DQG
adulthood; they have become a “human
FDSLWDOµ XSRQ ZKLFK DOO GHYHORSPHQW
strategies and policies are built.

FXOWXUHV DQG NQRZOHGJH LQ DGGLWLRQ WR
various economic, social and cultural
pressures. During this stage, young people
complete their basic formation and training
DQG PRYH WRZDUGV WKH ODERXU PDUNHW
VHHNLQJWRVWDUWWKHLURZQIDPLOLHVDQGJDLQ
social status through social participation
and recognition.
.QRZOHGJH DW LWV YDULRXV OHYHOV DQG
mechanisms, is considered an important
aspect of young people’s thoughts and
concerns. This means it is an essential
HOHPHQW LQ EXLOGLQJ WKHLU LGHQWLW\ ZLWKLQ
WKH IUDPHZRUN RI  D JHQHUDO SURFHVV
determined by their self-perception and
roles as young people on one hand, and by
the culture, identity and values arising from
their interaction on the other. The analysis
of cultural and cognitive effectiveness of
young Emiratis, and young Arabs in general,
involves a number of relevant issues that
include values, culture, identity, integration,
belonging and citizenship.
Emirati youth are not currently subject to
MXVW RQH W\SH RI  SUHVVXUH DQG LQÁXHQFH
but rather to a complex and interactive
compound of internal and external
LQÁXHQFHUV GXH WR JOREDOLVDWLRQ11 and the
development of means of communication
and interaction. Add to this the openness
of their society to a large number of
nationalities, languages and cultures. This
renders the issue of establishing one’s
identity, or hesitating about it, one of the
most important and major challenges that
determines one’s position and stance on
NQRZOHGJH ZKHWKHU WR DFFHSW RU UHMHFW LW
to participate in its transfer and localisation
RUUHVLVWWKHSURFHVVZLWKMXVWLÀFDWLRQVWKDW
revolve mostly around the issue of building
DXQLÀHGDQGDFFHSWDEOHLGHQWLW\12

The main condition
IRUNQRZOHGJHWR
reserve its place as a
vital element in the
process of human
development is to
become a component
RI OLIHLQDOOÀHOGV
so the culture
of searching for
NQRZOHGJHDFTXLULQJ
it and utilising it
becomes entrenched
in peoples’ lives

Such issues are not to be tackled as
independent or isolated limitations,
but rather as highly interactive and
interdependent systematic dynamics. The
selective or exclusionary position of any
of this system’s components is one of the
Contrary to popular belief, the youth most important barriers to the localisation
constitute the biggest social group of RI  NQRZOHGJH ZKLFK UHTXLUHV WKH HIÀFLHQW
consumers and producers of values, integration of the youth in the process.
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As is the case for development as a central
FRQFHSW LW LV QHFHVVDU\ WR UHGHÀQH WKH
parameters and limits of young people
themselves, given their status as the “critical
PDVVµZKHWKHUIRUWKHVRFLHW\DVDZKROH
or, in the context of the problematic and
challenge of the transfer and localisation of
NQRZOHGJH
Box 1.2

Youth: The Most Important Segment
in the Dissemination and Production of
Knowledge

<RXWKUHODWHGLVVXHV
in the UAE and the
ZLGHU$UDEUHJLRQ
are particularly
important given the
large demographic
size of this age
JURXSDQGLWVRZQ
SUREOHPVRI TXDOLW\

Undoubtedly, young people represent the largest
DQGPRVWLPSRUWDQWVHJPHQWZKLFKEHDUVPRUH
than any other segment, the responsibility
RI  SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH SURFHVV RI  NQRZOHGJH
dissemination, production and employment.
This is due to their high numbers and the role they
VKRXOG SOD\ LQ DVVLPLODWLQJ NQRZOHGJH DQG WKH
ODWHVWGHYHORSPHQWVLQEXLOGLQJFDSDFLWLHVÀ[LQJ
errors and constantly developing themselves.
7KHUHIRUH LQYHVWLJDWLQJ ZKDW WKH VRFLDOLVDWLRQ
V\VWHPVSURGXFHLQWHUPVRI \RXWKJURXSVZKR
DUHVXSSRVHGWRUHVSRQGWRWKHUHTXLUHPHQWVRI 
participation in the processes of dissemination
DQG SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DV ZHOO DV WKH
VKLIWWRZDUGVDNQRZOHGJHEDVHGHFRQRP\LVD
pressing topic of great importance that helps in
understanding the organisational context of the
VFLHQWLÀF DQG HGXFDWLRQDO IRUPDWLRQ WKH $UDE
youth are subject to.
Source: Kamal Naguib, background paper for the report.

Youth Between Two Aspects:
Biological and Social
Who are the youth? What are their general
characteristics? When does the period of youth
EHJLQDQGZKHQGRHVLWHQG"$QVZHUVWRWKHVH
DQGVLPLODUTXHULHVGRQRWUHTXLUHELRORJLFDO
UHVSRQVHVUHODWHGWRGHÀQLQJWKHDJHJURXSRU
groups that frame this social bloc, but rather
entail a debate on the reconstruction of the
OLPLWV DQG UHODWLRQV EHWZHHQ DOO RWKHU DJH
JURXSV 7KLV VHOHFWLRQ ZLOO RUJDQLFDOO\ DIIHFW
the rights and obligations of each age group.
,WZLOODOVRLPSDFWLWVUROHDQGSRVLWLRQZLWKLQ
the community and the tasks entrusted to it,
and, as much as this report is concerned, it
ZLOOLQÁXHQFHWKHWUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI 
NQRZOHGJH

phenomenon.13 The divisions and borders
EHWZHHQ DJH JURXSV DUH XOWLPDWHO\
representations formed by society about
these stages rather than selections and
biological differences.
<RXWKUHODWHG LVVXHV LQ WKH 8$( DQG WKH
ZLGHU$UDEUHJLRQDUHSDUWLFXODUO\LPSRUWDQW
given the large demographic size of this age
JURXSDQGLWVRZQSUREOHPVRI TXDOLW\7KLV
is especially true in a highly-variable local
DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRQWH[W ZLWK FRQWLQXRXV
RSHQQHVV WR WKH ZRUOG DV D UHVXOW RI  WKH
progress and spread of modern technologies,
especially the internet, and the acceleration of
the globalisation of behavioural patterns and
cultural values. And apart from the general
GHÀQLWLRQV RI  \RXWK DV D VWDWLVWLFDO FDWHJRU\
that separates childhood from adulthood,
WKHUH LV FXUUHQWO\ QR XQDQLPRXV VFLHQWLÀF
GHÀQLWLRQRUFKDUDFWHULVDWLRQ7KLVLVDPDMRU
obstacle for the various stakeholders involved
in youth-related plans and programmes,
particularly in adapting programmes and
policies, and in our case of the transfer and
ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH ZLWK WKH UHDO
needs and aspirations of the target groups.
,QDOOFDVHVIRUPHWKRGRORJLFDOSXUSRVHVDQG
LQ OLQH ZLWK ZKDW ZDV DGRSWHG LQ WKH WKLUG
$UDE .QRZOHGJH 5HSRUW  SXEOLVKHG LQ
FRQMXQFWLRQ ZLWK WKLV UHSRUW WKH  DJH
JURXS ZDV FRQVLGHUHG DV UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RI 
the youth in the UAE. This category includes
young people at the stage of university
education and post-primary school formation
and training, and extends to the early stages
RI  ZRUN SURGXFWLRQ DQG VRFLDO VWUXFWXULQJ
including marriage and building a family,
bearing in mind the importance of young
SHRSOHLQVXEVHTXHQWFDWHJRULHV

The youth in the UAE are considered one of
WKHPRVWLPSRUWDQWFDWHJRULHVFRQFHUQHGZLWK
WKH WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
and its production, utilisation, dissemination
and integration into the economic and
social development processes and in the
ZLGHU FXOWXUDO FRQWH[W 7KH \RXWK represent
the social segment that is most capable of
OHDUQLQJ WUDLQLQJ DQG ZRUNLQJ DV ZHOO DV
producing and being innovative. They are
According to Pierre Bourdieu, the youth D GULYLQJ IRUFH IRU GHYHORSPHQW ZLWKLQ D
represent a complex social and sociological society.
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The increase in the proportion of the youth
in the country’s demographic pyramid is the
best indicator of the importance of their
role and highlights the need to better enable
them. Based on population estimates for
2013, young people in the 19-29 age group
in the UAE constitute 22.2% of the total
population.14
Other Arab countries have expressed serious
concern over their demographics, due to the
high proportions of young people and the
VXEVHTXHQW QHHG WR SURYLGH MREV WKDW OLPLW
\RXWK XQHPSOR\PHQW DQG TXDOLI\ WKHP WR
HQJDJHLQVRFLDOOLIH+RZHYHUWKLVGRHVQRW
seem to be among the UAE’s concerns, for
the country has managed so far to have the
ORZHVW \RXWK XQHPSOR\PHQW UDWH DPRQJ
Arab countries. Add to that the numerous
funds that help support the youth, such as
WKH0DUULDJH)XQGDVZHOODVWKHDYDLODELOLW\
of family and social solidarity systems.
The society’s tribal structure, customs and
traditions also help support young people
and their integration into life in smooth and
VDIHZD\V
Box 1.3

Youth and the Ability to Work
7KHFRQFHSWRI WKH\RXWKLVV\QRQ\PRXVZLWK
WKHDELOLW\WRZRUNSURGXFHDQGFRPPXQLFDWH
,WLVDOVRHTXLYDOHQWWRIHUWLOLW\DQGSURGXFWLYLW\
DV ZHOO DV EHLQJ DQ LQWHUFRPPXQLFDWLRQ
engine, given their feasibility. But at the same
time, youths are keen on adventure and enjoy
WKH DELOLW\ WR JR IRUZDUG ZLWK FRXUDJH DQG
enthusiasm. There is no doubt that the idea of
JLYLQJ\RXQJSHRSOHDVSHFLÀFUROHLQRUGHUWR
H[SDQGWKHKRUL]RQVRI WKHNQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\
LQ WKH $UDE ZRUOG LV D VKLIW WRZDUGV FDUHVVLQJ
WKH TXDOLÀFDWLRQV RI  \RXWKV EDFNHG E\ D VSLULW
RI LQLWLDWLYHDQGFRXUDJHZKLFKZLOOHQDEOHWKHP
WR HQGHDYRXU RQ WKH SDWKV RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH
VRFLHW\ LQ VPRRWKHU ZD\V FRPSDUHG ZLWK WKH
rest of the social components.
Source: Kamal Abdul Latif, background paper for the report.

General Methodology
The methodology of this report adopted
a number of empirical and analytic
DSSURDFKHVLQRUGHUWRGUDZDPRUHDFFXUDWH
picture of the status of the youth and
NQRZOHGJHLQWKH8$(5HVHDUFKWRROVZHUH

QXPHURXV DQG LQFOXGHG ÀHOG VXUYH\V ZLWK
the participation of representative samples
IURP \RXQJ SHRSOH LQ WKH ÀQDO VWDJHV RI 
WKHLUXQLYHUVLW\VWXGLHVLQWHQVLYHZRUNVKRSV
ZLWK \RXQJ SHRSOH DQG VSHFLDOLVWV DQG WKH
latest information, data and studies available
DWQDWLRQDODQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOOHYHOV%HORZLV
a description of the most important features
of these methodologies.
Analytical Studies
To identify the availability of the enabling
environments necessary for the transfer
DQGORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJHWKURXJKWKH
results of a desk study that involved critical
analysis of available studies, research and
reports, and based on the latest relevant
information and data issued by international
organisations, research and studies exclusive
to Emirati society, in addition to background
SDSHUVVWDWLVWLFVDQGUHOHYDQWGDWDZLWKWKH
DQDO\VLV RI  OHJLVODWLRQV ODZV DQG YDULRXV
relevant publications.
Field Study
%\FRQGXFWLQJÀHOGVXUYH\VRQUHSUHVHQWDWLYH
samples covering the target population of
young people (males and females), at their
ODVW\HDURI XQLYHUVLW\DQGZKRUHFHLYHWKHLU
university education in one of the country’s
three public institutions: the United Arab
(PLUDWHV 8QLYHUVLW\ LQ $O $LQ =D\HG
University in Dubai and Abu Dhabi, and
the Higher Colleges of Technology in nine
cities – Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, Madinat
=D\HG .KDOLID &LW\ 5XZDLV 6KDUMDK 5DV
Al Khaimah and Fujairah. The sample
involved 2,142 female and male students in
humanities and science departments in these
three universities.

Other Arab countries
have expressed
serious concern over
their demographics,
due to the high
proportions of young
people and the
VXEVHTXHQWQHHGWR
provide jobs that limit
youth unemployment
DQGTXDOLI\WKHPWR
engage in social life.
+RZHYHUWKLVGRHV
not seem to be among
the UAE’s concerns,
for the country has
managed so far to
KDYHWKHORZHVW\RXWK
unemployment rate
among Arab countries

Focus Groups with the Youth
7KHVH IRFXV JURXSV DOORZHG IRU EURDGHU
participation in understanding, debating and
enriching the report. The team organised and
PDQDJHGIRFXVHGZRUNVKRSVZLWKJURXSVRI 
young people aged 22-34, in order to explore
WKHLUYLHZVRQWKHLUUHDGLQHVVIRUWKHWUDQVIHU
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH DQG WKHLU
VXJJHVWLRQVIRUZD\VDQGVWUDWHJLHVWKDWJRLQ
Preamble
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this direction. Additionally, a brainstorming
ZRUNVKRS ZDV KHOG ZLWK WKH LQYROYHPHQW
of a large group of experts and specialists
ZKR GLVFXVVHG YDULRXV WRSLFV DGGUHVVHG LQ
the report. Topics included the concepts
RI  WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
WKH VWDWH DQG WKH FKDOOHQJHV LQ WKLV ÀHOG
WKH HOHPHQWV RI  \RXWK HPSRZHUPHQW DQG
supportive environments for this process,
and the strategies of future action.

Structure of the Report

This chapter offers
an introduction to the
report, highlighting
LWVLPSRUWDQFHZKLFK
is represented by the
active integration of
the Emirati youth
in the processes of
NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHU
and localisation

This chapter offers an introduction to the
UHSRUWKLJKOLJKWLQJLWVLPSRUWDQFHZKLFKLV
represented by the active integration of the
(PLUDWL\RXWKLQWKHSURFHVVHVRI NQRZOHGJH
WUDQVIHUDQGORFDOLVDWLRQ,QWKLVFRQWH[WD
QXPEHU RI  FRQFHSWXDO IUDPHZRUNV ZHUH
provided based on the philosophical and
WKHRUHWLFDOIUDPHZRUNVDGRSWHGLQWKHWKLUG
$UDE.QRZOHGJH5HSRUWWDNLQJLQWR
DFFRXQWWKHVSHFLÀFVRI WKH8$(FDVH
,Q WKH QH[W FKDSWHU WKH UHSRUW H[DPLQHV
WKH NQRZOHGJH DQG GHYHORSPHQWDO
VLWXDWLRQDQGWKHFKDOOHQJHVRI NQRZOHGJH
localisation in the UAE. Moreover, it
SURYLGHV D GHVFULSWLRQ RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH
and developmental situation according
WR LQWHUQDWLRQDO LQGLFHV ,W DOVR VKRZFDVHV
the position of the UAE relative to other
countries in several international indices
VXFK DV WKH *OREDO ,QQRYDWLRQ ,QGH[
Economic Competitiveness, Human
'HYHORSPHQW ,QGLFHV DQG WKH +DSSLQHVV
,QGH[ 7KH FKDSWHU H[SRVHV WKH PRVW
important challenges facing the Emirati
society at the cognitive and developmental
OHYHOVZLWKRXWORVLQJVLJKWRI DFKLHYHPHQWV
DQG ZLWK D SRVLWLYH ORRN WR PD[LPLVH WKH
EHQHÀWV ,W DOVR DGGUHVVHV D QXPEHU RI 
challenges, including those in the areas
of education, youth motivation, human
resources and economic restructuring.

provided to the youth by the community
in various structures and forms to prepare,
help them and facilitate their engagement
LQ WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\ :LWKLQ WKLV
setting, the chapter provides an analytical
description of the status of the educational
environment, particularly higher education,
DQGUHYLHZVWKHVWDWXVRI VFLHQWLÀFUHVHDUFK
DQGGHYHORSPHQWZKLFKUHSUHVHQWVRQHRI 
the most important pillars of the desired
NQRZOHGJHVRFLHW\7KHFKDSWHUH[DPLQHVWKH
status of economic environments and the
general economic structure and their ability
and readiness to support the operations of
transfer, localisation and youth integration.
,WWKHQPRYHVRQWRGLVFXVVVRFLDOSROLWLFDO
demographic, cultural and technological
environments from the same perspective.
The chapter also includes a presentation
and an analysis of a series of decisions and
OHJLVODWLRQV LQ VXSSRUW RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH
society that could potentially establish a
EDVLVIURPZKLFKWRSXVK\RXQJSHRSOHWR
DFTXLUHWKHQHFHVVDU\VNLOOVIRUWKHWUDQVIHU
DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH ,W DOVR
observes the status of a number of sectors
and institutions and their contribution to
ÀQGLQJDQGDFWLYDWLQJSURMHFWVWKDWVXSSRUW
WKH\RXWKDQGWKHORFDOLVDWLRQRI NQRZOHGJH
The fourth chapter presents a detailed
analysis of the state of the Emirati youth,
their ambitions and the challenges they
face to achieve active integration in the
WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
This analysis is based on the results of
ÀHOGVXUYH\VFRQGXFWHGZLWK\RXQJSHRSOH
DQG WKH UHVXOWV RI  IRFXVHG ZRUNVKRSV
and brainstorming sessions. The chapter
provides an objective assessment of the
status of the youths’ skills and the values
WKDW JXLGH WKHLU EHKDYLRXU DQG DFWLRQV ,W
also focuses on the issues of belonging,
identity, openness and communication
ZLWK WKH ZRUOG FXOWXUDOO\ DQG VFLHQWLÀFDOO\
ZKLOH H[DPLQLQJ WKH FXUUHQW OHYHOV RI 
HIIHFWLYHQHVVDPRQJ\RXQJSHRSOHZKHWKHU
economic; labour issues, social; interaction
and community participation, or general;
cognitive and cultural effectiveness.

6LQFHWKHFRQFHSWRI \RXWKHPSRZHUPHQW
LQ WKH 8$( FDQQRW EH GLVFXVVHG ZLWKRXW
identifying the enabling environments that
surround this process, the third chapter
addresses the nature of relevant enabling
environments and their status in the UAE. ,QOLQHZLWKWKHSRVLWLYHDQGUHDOLVWLFRXWORRN
These refer to the supporting environments adopted in this report, and in continuation of
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WKHWUHQGWKDWWKH$UDE.QRZOHGJH5HSRUWV
KDYH IROORZHG WKH ÀIWK DQG ÀQDO FKDSWHU
suggests a set of strategies and mechanisms
to activate young people's participation
LQ WKH SURFHVV RI  NQRZOHGJH WUDQVIHU DQG
ORFDOLVDWLRQ WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
DQGLWVHPSOR\PHQWIRUWKHEHQHÀWRI KXPDQ
development in the UAE. These proposals
DUH FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK WKH RYHUDOO VWUDWHJ\
for supporting and enhancing the general
trend in the UAE to build and activate

comprehensive national efforts aimed at
WKH WUDQVIHU DQG ORFDOLVDWLRQ RI  NQRZOHGJH
and to support creativity and innovation
WRZDUGV WKH SURGXFWLRQ GHYHORSPHQW DQG
GHSOR\PHQWRI NQRZOHGJHLQYDULRXVÀHOGV
6XFK SURFHVVHV ZRXOG FRQWULEXWH WR WKH
FRQVROLGDWLRQ RI  WKH NQRZOHGJH VRFLHW\
in the country and institutions, so that it
becomes an integral part of UAE society as
DZKROH

7KHÀIWKDQGÀQDO
chapter suggests
a set of strategies
and mechanisms
to activate young
people's participation
in the process of
NQRZOHGJHWUDQVIHU
and localisation,
the production
RI NQRZOHGJHDQG
its employment
IRUWKHEHQHÀWRI 
human development
in the UAE
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